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Operations Committee Update 
Submitted by Michael Henderson 

At this time, we are working to negotiate with the insurance company and 
contractors.  We will continue to update as changes occur.  In the 
meantime, please read the below excerpt from the September newsletter 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Beeville, submitted by David Tiner.  
Food for thought as we enter into this time of reconstruction here at First 
Presbyterian Church of Rockport. 
“I have no joy in writing this. Yesterday Roylene and I went to the closed First Presbyterian 
Church in Taft to retrieve a plaque for a friend which honored her father. I had a key to the 
church, was only 6 blocks away, so we had the dubious honor of breaking-and-entering as just 
an hour or so earlier the church had been sold. We didn’t have the new owners permission to 
enter the church much less take something from there. Why this friend waited till now to ask 
for the plaque is puzzling. 
       Roylene was born in Taft and with her family attended that church since childhood. When 
Roylene and I were first married, we lived in Calallen but attended First Church Taft. By this 
time the place was pretty run down. The old organ was still there but didn’t work and a newer, 
but still old one, was in the corner of the choir loft surrounded by small mounds of papers, 
music, old bulletins, etc. The walls had a bit of mildew and not all the lights worked. The place 
had a musty smell but it was her church and she wanted to go there in order to worship with 
her family.  
       There were only a few older adults attending then. Roylene and I were the youngest there! 
And pretty much every year the congregation got smaller as folks went to be with the Lord. In 
2008 we moved our letter from Taft to my call to pastor in Portland and then in 2010 to my 
call in Refugio.  
       The Taft church rebounded some under new leadership but circumstances and Hurricane 
Harvey eventually shuttered the place. Which brings us to yesterday. As we opened the doors 
to the sanctuary, we were struck by such utter disregard for God’s house. Pews almost blocked 
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our way in for the sanctuary was stripped of carpet and the furnishings were piled in the 
narthex. The place was stark, almost mutilated, and it caused us such despair that we 
hurriedly gabbed the plaque and quickly left.  
       Long ago the leaders of the Taft church made some poor decisions. Membership was 
decreasing and instead of embarking on a program of evangelism, they decided to cut back. 
They settled for a shared part-time pastor. Repairs and upkeep couldn’t be done for the 
members were too few and too old to do the work and the offerings were barely enough to pay 
bills. Even with insurance funds, the damage Hurricane Harvey did couldn’t be completed. 
Presbytery took over the church, dismissed the congregation and sold the buildings.   
       If you keep up with Presbytery meetings, you will notice that nearly every one will have 
some business to do with closing a church. To walk into a lifeless sanctuary that was once a 
bustling place of the worship of God is to define “despair.” Will you let that happen here?” 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

July 31, 2021 

 

Year to Date      7/31/21     2021 Budget 

 

     Income    $170,406          $173,706 

 

     Expenses   $187,450        $207,934 

              

         

Operations Committee Continued 

Flood Relief Funds 

 

Dear Members and Friends of FPC,  

In light of our repairs and restoration of the church building after July’s 

flooding event, we would welcome any donations dedicated to those expenses. A 

special fund for such dedicated donations has been established. Your donation, 

of any amount, will be appreciated and help defer costs that might exceed our 

final insurance settlement.  

       In Christ’s Love, 

       Robert and Holly Hamilton, Treasurers 
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The Church Office will be closed Monday, September 06, in 
observance of Labor Day. 
The church office will resume normal business hours Tuesday, 
September 07. 
 

The office area remains in the Youth Center.  The keypad for the door is still not functional 
due to electrical issues in the area where the controls are kept.  If you need to come in, please 
go through the front doors of the Youth Center.  Pardon the mess as Carolina and I try to 
make our new set up feel more like an office area and less like a rummage sale. 

 

Stuff  from the staff  : Kim 

August has come and gone. Students and teachers are back at school and fall 

is just around the corner! We are worshiping at the First Baptist Church and 

still have guest pastors speaking during service.  

 

We are in a smaller space, but still have plenty of room if you would like to 

attend church in person! We also have live streaming through Zoom and on 

Facebook Live if you are unable to attend in person. 

 

We have changed our worship time to start at 11:15 am at the First Baptist 

Church. Please join us between 10:45 am-11:15 am for fellowship! 

 

We would like to thank everyone who has helped out 

during the month of August! Please forgive me if I left 

anyone out. 

 

Ushers: all who have helped during this transition to the First Baptist Church 

Guest Pastors: Charlie Schuler, Bruce Goodlock, Doug Marks, Prof. Don 

Davis, and Jane Pettit 

Liturgist: Tom Jaggard 

Lay Readers: Thomas Jaggard, Susan O’Bryant, Kathy Roberts Douglass, and 

Rhonda Brinkman 

Camera and Sound: John Luttman 

 

Live Streaming Service is at 11:15 am via Zoom and on first Presbyterian 

Church’s Facebook page. 

 

In Christ, 

Katie Ledbetter on behalf of the Worship Committee  

Worship Committee  
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The Session voted to have a called meeting of the congregation on 
Sunday, August 29th, after the service, to vote on moving the 

current DPNC members from being a Designated Pastor Nominating 
Committee to a Pastor Nominating Committee.  

Designated Pastor Search Committee 
By Susan O’Bryant 

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 

Music Department 

Thank you to Connie Schuler, Tom Jaggard, Tatiana 
Jaggard, Merlene Flournoy and Thomas Jaggard for the 

beautiful offertories in August.   

Wednesday Night Supper and Study will 
resume on September 15th. Supper will 
commence about 5:30; study will begin about 
6:00. A location has not been finalized as of this 
writing, but we do not expect to have a full kitchen 
available. Please plan to bring your own meal and 
beverage ... take-out, or brown bag, or 

Tupperware, or whatever works for you. Plan to pack out what you pack in. 
 

Bruce Goodlock will be leading us in a 10-week interactive study he calls 
8.6 (8 point 6) -- 8 habits of evangelism that point toward the 6 great ends 
of the Church. Please bring a Bible and a writing instrument if you 
remember. 
 

You have to eat somewhere! Please come eat and socialize and study with 
us on Wednesday nights; and maybe even bring a friend. 
 

To help Inreach Committee determine a suitable venue for Wednesday 
Night Supper and Study we need to have an idea of how many people to 
expect. Will there be a handful, or a baker's dozen, or a score, or a 
century? If you have good intentions to attend, please let Kim know so 
she can compile a count for us. Thank you, Bruce Goodlock  

InReach Committee 
By Bruce Goodlock 
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Presbyterian Night Out 

What a great time we had 
at China-A at Presbyterian 
Night Out.  Thank you to 
the Marlatt’s for hosting 
and setting up this time of 
fellowship!   
 
September’s host for 
Presbyterian Night Out is 
Barb and Bruce Goodlock.  
Keep an eye out on the  
e-blast and weekly 
bulletins for information 
about when we will meet.  
Please consider joining us 
if you can.   
 
It’s so nice to have time 
with one another during 
the week. 
 
Thank you Rhonda 
Brinkmann for taking 
pictures! 
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Greetings from the Castaways Crew! 
Welcome our new volunteer, Betsy Burton. She 
and her hubby Bill have become a valuable 
addition to our crew, and we are so grateful for 
their willingness to help out. 

 

A big thank you to Caren and Larry Cobb for 
delivering 10 boxes of children’s clothing to Su Casa 
de Esperanza in Pharr. FPC continues to help this very 
worthy mission. 
 

Some of the furnishings that were deemed to not be 
useable after the flood have made their way to 
Castaways and they have been big sellers. A big 

thank you to Bruce, Larry, and Brink for the muscle to get those 
furnishings to the shop. 
 

Our “Linen Lady” Deborah Holloway will soon be moving to Kerrville and 
we are in need of someone to be trained to do that job. Her Mother will 
soon be at a care facility there. We will miss her greatly but know she is 
doing what is best for her mother and for her. Give it some thought, pray 
about it….this may be right up your alley. It can be a 
fun way to meet new friends, help the church, and have 
a wonderful lunch every Monday.  
 

Castaways will be closed Monday, September 6th for 
Labor Day. 
 

Just a reminder…we have a wonderful lunch every Monday. Please join 
us!!! 
 

Connie Schuler 
Veronika Camehl 
Castaways’ Co-Chairs 

CASTAWAYS CORNER From Veronika and Connie 

       But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love,  

joy,  

peace, 

patience, 

kindness, 

goodness, 

faithfulness, 

gentleness, 

         and self-control. 

      There is no law against 

        things like this. 
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September has finally arrived, and PW 

monthly meetings are kicking off.  We are not able to meet at our 

church facility so we are being creative with different meetings and activities.   

As our fall schedule kicks in, you will find us working Castaways, participating 

in worship or socializing at Presbyterian Night Out and planning for future 

activities which get underway in September, 2021.   
 

The recent flooding of our church and the resulting restoration effort has 

eliminated activities that were normally held in the facilities.  However, 

women are creative beings working in God’s behalf, so hold your breath and 

stay in touch, just as our congregation has found a place to hold wonderful 

weekly worship, we are also finding ways to hold our meeting, host our bible 

study, etc.  We will find ways to creatively host most of our activities until 

our home is back - “Better than Ever.”  Stay with us, Stay involved.  There is 

no question, God is with us, especially in this time. 
 

Here are some things we do know will be on the calendar in September: 
 

 PW Meeting – Will be held, September 7, 2021, 10:00 a.m. at 125 Breezy 

Drive.  This is Pati Vincent’s home.  It is easy to find by turning left on 

Mesquite (If heading toward Lamar) and driving straight ahead until you 

reach the Captain’s Bay subdivision.  Breezy Street will be on the left.  

What fun to get together in this new way. 
 

Bible Study – Launching the new study for 2021-22 starting September 21st 

at 2:00.  Place to be announced. 
 

Quilts – Right now, we do not have groups gathering to sew prayer quilts, 

etc.  If you would like to do sewing, please contact the church office 

(361-729-6251) or Barb Goodlock (361-790-3600) to pick up some of 

the kits Barb is creating. 
 

Castaways - Always in need of your help – please refer to the Castaways 

article for more information.   
 

May God’s blessings be on Each of You, 

Adelaide Marlatt 

September Presbyterian Women (PW) 

Ministering to Women …  
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Ministering to others through Prayer 
and Prayer Comforters 
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September Activity Calendar 
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4 Debbie Jackson 
5 Pam Stanley 

11 Dayne Luce 
13   Kathy Green 

17 Kay Stanley 
20 Tatiana Jaggard 

24 Bob Shellenbergar 

25 Faye Scott 
29  Mimi Braniff 

30 Dr. Charles Cruser 
 

 If your birthday is not listed, send details to The Church Lady at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com, or call the office at 361-729-6251. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 78382 

Phone No. (361)729-6251;   

Fax No. (361) 729-6299 

eMail:  fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 
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