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From Kurt

Our denomination has set aside the first week of October as “Mental Illness
Awareness Week.” This is a topic that I take very seriously as I know many of
you do as well. As many of you may know, prior to coming to Rockport, I
served as a “tent-making” or dual vocational pastor. This is simply an ordained
PCUSA minister who serves a smaller church at the same time working in
secular job. This is a great option for smaller churches who struggle to afford a full-time
minister. For me, it was an opportunity to work in two areas for which I am very passionate,
Pastoral Ministry and Mental Health. These are two fields that I learned very early on, have
frequent overlapping and interlaced dynamics. That’s a topic for a different day. For the last
15 years of my Behavioral Health career, I served as the Director of two different outpatient
behavioral health facilities. It was my job to hire and train qualified therapists, psych nurses,
case managers, and psychiatrists. Of course, I didn’t train psychiatrists, I did however manage
their presence in the clinics. Another part of my job was to help educate the public in all areas
of mental health and substance abuse. I was often called upon to speak at school assemblies,
hospital training courses, church groups, and civic organizations on the topics of mental health
and substance abuse.
I have discovered through the years that people have an interesting relationship with the
concept of mental health and its treatments. First let me state categorically, mental illness and
addictions are very real and sometimes very debilitating diseases affecting millions of people
across the country. Medical science has identified areas in the brain that when out of sync,
cause mental illnesses such as depression, anxiety, bipolar disorders, and addictions, just to
name a few. This makes it real, and it makes it a clinical consideration that has known
treatments and solutions. Yet so many will relegate mental illness and addictions to disorders
of faith or morality and thereby short circuiting or rejecting treatment options that can have life
changing effects. Another obstacle to treatment is cost and accessibility. Part of my job was
to operate a full-fledged behavioral health clinic on a million dollar plus budget. In other
words, I had to make sure our funding sources kept us from going in the red every year. One
of the realities we face is when someone is suffering from severe mental health issues, they
have a hard time holding down full-time employment. This can change after they get proper
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diagnoses, therapy, and medications, but until then, most have no payor source. This is where
the state government comes in. If a patient doesn’t qualify for Medicaid, Medicare, or have
private insurance, states have funding in the form of grants that are given to qualifying mental
health services to provide treatment. These grants are crucial to pay for access to these
services. Without these grants, there is no way I could have kept a well-staffed clinic
operating. Some states are very proactive in their mental health funding for their citizens.
Others, like Texas, spend very little on mental health services making access very difficult. As
a result, far too many people have no choice but to get treated in emergency rooms or jail.
Both are very ineffective and far more expensive causing more problems to society than they
alleviate. When the federal government came out with Medicaid expansion to help provide
medical care, including psychiatric and mental health care, to those who didn’t qualify for
traditional Medicaid, states that participated reported very positive outcomes across the board
for recipients. Of course, this was a voluntary program and some states refused to participate,
preventing many of their citizens from accessing treatment.
Mental health disorders are just as real and just as pervasive as high blood pressure, diabetes,
cancer, and any other medical disorder I could mention. It is also just as treatable as other
health disorders. Unfortunately, there is still an awful lot of misinformation and myth that act
as a barrier in getting treatment and helping people live fruitful and quality lives. But, there
are those who desperately desire to get treatment but cannot access if for one reason or
another. I know treatment works, I saw it change lives daily, I know people who were on the
very edge of wanting to throw it all away, transform into the amazing human beings they once
were. But it takes resources, and it takes strong advocacy. Politicians will often pay little heed
to mental health as it is a very weak voting bloc. And, when mental health budgets are cut,
there is too little resistance. This must change. We need to be the voices to the voiceless and
push for stronger mental health legislation and funding. Needless suffering is not the way God
has ordained this life. Especially when He has given us the tools to relieve this suffering.
Peace,
kurt

Presbytery Meeting October 21st & 22nd
As many of you have already heard, First Presbyterian Church of Rockport will be hosting
the Presbytery Meeting October 21st and 22nd. You may be asking yourself what that
means, and how you can help (at least I hope that’s what you’re asking yourself).
There will be approximately 200 members of Presbytery attending workshops and
going to meetings in the church. Thursday, October 20th at 6:00pm there will be a
special seminar with guest speaker Mark Yaconelli for Youth Directors. We will not be
needed that night.
The morning of Friday, October 21st and Saturday, October 22 we will need
volunteers to show up by 7:30am. Registration begins at 8:15am. Many thanks to
the Presbyterian Women who have swooped in and taken on feeding our guests.
2

Presbytery Meeting, Cont’d
It sounds like we may have every room in the church full and bustling with learning,
worship, and fellowship. I know after this is a welcome event after the last several years
of upheaval.
Now, the details on how YOU can help!!! We will need parking attendants and ushers
for Friday and Saturday. With approximately 200 people, we will fill our parking lot
and are working to open up more parking on our Laurel Street lot, and are hoping to also
have overflow parking available. More details are to follow on parking details.
As we do when we have memorial and worship services, we will need ushers to guide our
guests to the correct classrooms, youth center, or to the restrooms. Many of the people
that will be in attendance will be visiting our church for the first time.
We hope that you can join us to help make our FIRST Presbytery meeting in
Rockport a huge success! There will be sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the
hallway.

Peace and Global Witness Offering-October 2nd
Borrowed from Parkway Presbyterian’s Newsletter

Peace is active, not passive
Peace is doing, not waiting
As we work to share Christ’s peace with one
another, let’s share that peace with those beyond
our doors, beyond communities and beyond our
borders. The Peace & Global Witness Offering
provides the tools and resources for us as we join
together, connected as active peacemakers.

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the
Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world.
Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to
connect with the global witness of Christ’s peace. Mid councils retain an additional
25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence,
including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.
VALUE FOR VALUES Looking for ways to interpret the offering and increase your
giving? Listed below are examples of resources for families in need. The prices
reflect the approximate/average cost of providing the items to families where most
needed. Consider making a donation at one of the levels listed and not the impact
your gift can make.
$30—Supplies for displaced students | $50—Refugee Food Basket | $85—Teacher Training

If you would like more information go to http://facebook.com/specialofferings
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Installation Service
From Charlie:
On Saturday, October 22, at 1:00 P.M. (following the Stated Meeting of Mission
Presbytery), the Reverend Kurt Simon will be officially INSTALLED as Pastor of First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, Texas. Perhaps you are wondering what that is all
about…
The PCUSA Book of Order says, “In ordination the church sets apart… those who have

been called by God through the voice of the church… In installation the church sets in
place… those who have been (previously) ordained.” (W-4.0401, excerpted)
Later, it continues, “… installation may take place in a special service that focuses on

Jesus Christ, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the mission and ministry of the church… at
a time that enables substantial participation of the presbytery.” (W-4.0402, excerpted)
That is what will happen on that Saturday afternoon. It may sound to you like so
much ritual and routine, but for Kurt it is a milestone, a marker along the way of his
journey in ministry. It is the substantial and “official” beginning of his tenure as Pastor
of First Presbyterian Church. As such, it should feel monumental to us as well!
Though you may not remember the beginning for Lori Beer Nance some 20 years ago,
or for me over 30 years ago, we remember and it was and remains monumental for us!

For your part, you will be asked if you accept Kurt as your Pastor; if you will pray for
him, encourage him, respect his decisions, and follow as he guides; if you will provide
for his welfare, stand by him in trouble, and share his joy; if you will listen to the Word
he preaches, welcome his pastoral care, and honor his authority. I can tell you firsthand that it will be heartening to Kurt to hear resounding YES from us all!
So come celebrate this all-important moment in the life and ministry of Kurt Simon
and his family, as well as in the life and ministry of this church: the “official” beginning
of seeking and obeying God’s will together. And then stick around for the party
afterward! (Do not forget to thank the members of the PNC – this is their big day
too.)
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Worship Committee
Fall is finally here and hopefully will come with cooler temperatures soon.
September went by fast and we are into October. We have been
welcoming our Winter Texans as they start to make their way south for
the winter. Soon we will be celebrating Thanksgiving and Christmas. Please
be on the lookout for happenings around the church once we get closer
to these holidays.
We would like to see flowers in the Sanctuary. Do you have someone
you would like to commemorate or just give to the Glory of God?
Sign-up sheets are in the hallway in the church if you feel inclined to
provide flowers one Sunday.
We would like to thank everyone who helped out during the month of
September! Thank you for all of your help!
For our Home Worshipers:
 Live Streaming Service: 10:30 am on First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page
and on First Presbyterian Church’s YouTube channel.
Reminder: You do not have to have a YouTube or Facebook account to stream
our worship services on these platforms!

On behalf of the Worship Committee,
Katie Ledbetter

Worship Committee : The Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
We
practice the cantata the first half of rehearsal every Wednesday at 7:00
We are trying to see if we have enough people who are interested in playing
in the Bell Choir. We need 11 players to be able to play. If you are interested,
please email me at yvonnejaggard01@gmail.com.
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Operations Committee
Treasurer’s Report - August 31, 2022
Year to Date

8/31/22

2022 Budget

Income
Expenses

$211,219
$249,568

$206,553
$225,798
Robert and Holly Hamilton,
Treasurer

InReach Committee
Approximately 30 folks attended our September PNO (Presbyterian
Night Out) at Panjos. As usual a fun-filled event made even more so
with this being the first time Tanya Simon was able to attend.
We all need to thank Caren Cobb for this great idea…this affords us
time to really get to know our fellow church members.
Next month’s PNO will be hosted by returning Winter Texans John
and Nina Dennis. Be watching and listening for date and location.

Wednesday night supper and study resumes
October 5 at the church. Supper at 5:30
and study at 6:00. Our topic is "How 'bout

them confessions!?"
We will look at the Book of Confessions with
an emphasis on the history of each
confession. Bring your knowledge of European
history, or come as an empty vessel to be
filled.
Your servant,
Bruce Goodlock
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Stewardship Committee
While this certainly is one way to work
on our budget for the year, this isn’t
how your Stewardship Committee will
be doing it!
Stay tuned for details on what we do
plan on doing for our Pledge Drive this
year. Mark it on your calendar now to
join us Sunday, November 13th for our Consecration Sunday
Fellowship meal immediately following church services!
Fellowship Committee

will be GOOD OLD-FASHIONED POT LUCK.
Bring one or two of your favorite dishes and
join your church family for lunch. There will be
a few new procedural changes to enhance
your dining experience so stay tuned…
Coming Soon to a Fellowship Hall Near You!
Line Dancing Starts October 7

Line dancing is so much fun that people often overlook its many
other benefits. Line dancing is good exercise, both cardio and
weight-bearing. Line dancing improves balance, strengthens
memory, provides a chance to hear some good music, and offers
social interaction. And then, of course, it’s just so much fun.
On Friday, October 7, Holly Hamilton and Rhonda Brinkmann will begin leading a
line dance class here at FPC at 9:00am. All are welcome, whether you’ve line
danced before or not, and Holly and Rhonda are hoping for a lot of interest. It’s
tough to do line dancing without a line!
Wear some exercise shoes and come join in. See you in the fellowship hall!
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table

FYIs and UPDATES:
1.

September’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date
October 04
Octtber 18

2.

Host Church
FPC Coordinator
St. Peter’s Episcopal
Sally Reynolds
Rockport Ladies Lions Club Veronika Camehl

STATS for September:
06: Lasagna, Salad, Garlic sticks

Dessert: Pudding
Number Served:

61

Host: First Baptist Church

20: BBQ Pork Sandwich, Cole Slaw, Chips/Pickles
Dessert: Ice Cream
Number Served:

62

Host: Rockport Area Association of Realtors

Ministering to others through Prayer
“Thank You”
Thank you card from: Jennifer Setterbo
Requested by: Veronika Camehl
Reason: Breast Cancer
Dear “Sewing Ladies”,
Thank you so much for thinking & praying for me during this period of my
life. I greatly appreciate the time & effort put into each stitch & knot on the quilt.
God is amazing & has been pouring love & mercy on me throughout this journey.
Thank you!
Jennifer Setterbo
Thank you card from: Mike and Molly Jackson McConville
Requested by: Debbie Shedden
Reason: Advanced Throat Cancer
I wanted to express our sincere thanks to the women who sew the beautiful
prayer blankets. Your gift to my husband, Mike was so thoughtful, and your
prayers are appreciated. Thank you again, these prayer quilts are a wonderful
service.
Love,
Mike & Molly Jackson-McConville
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Ministering to Women …
As promised last month, the pace of activities of First Presbyterian women is
picking up as we move into October. There are many opportunities at First Presbyterian to share
fellowship while doing God’s work and enriching the community in which we live. Many of the activities
are covered below, but we invite you to come be a part of our monthly meeting which is when information
is really exchanged and the planning for the projects/events we do, usually takes place.
The very first October event is the PW monthly gathering which will be Tuesday, October 4th at 10:00
a.m. We gather in the Café (enter through the Back Door by the patio) for our meeting. This is where
we give and receive updates on ongoing activities and organize one-time new activities happening in
October or later months. You have to attend at least once to give you an idea of all the different church
activities which are organized and carried out by First Presbyterian Women.
Three on-going activities are covered in more detail in this newsletter so this information provides only
time & place.
Bible Study : Our study for this year will be Celebrating Sabbath, Accepting God’s Gift of Rest &
Delight. We meet on the third Tuesday, October 18th 1:00 p.m.
Quilts: The women are creating quilts again in the sewing room. If you are looking to spend some time
with “ladies who sew” this is a great place to do it. This month they will meet on October 18th, 9 –
12. If you can’t make this gathering and would like to be involved in this activity, prayer quilt kits
are also available at the church office. Call Church Lady Kim at (361-729-6251).
Castaways: Busy as usual. Help and especially items for fall resale are needed now. Veronika Camehl
provides the regular schedule for helping at the store in her Castaway article.
Other PW Business
Backpack Program: Trish Revel is the coordinator who handles this activity through which we provide
weekend food for thirty selected children who are students at Fulton Learning Center. Our intent is to
assure there is always food available for these children at their homes. Other churches and
organizations participate in this activity as well.
Beas Scholarship: Our student is doing well at Texas A & M – Corpus Christi and indicates he is slated
to graduate in the Spring, 2023. He is a graduate of Rockport High School and hopes to come back to
coach basketball in this area. He is very appreciative for the support this program has provided.
Good Samaritans: Last month we announced our Good Sams coordinator, Karen Winterowd, had moved
and as of this writing, we are still recruiting for her replacement. You will find the Display showing
the items we are currently collecting in the Narthex. This project needs a Leader to project energy and
interest into our effort. If organizing this type of effort is something you feel you are good at, come to
the PW meeting Tuesday, the 4th or call Pati Vincent (361-790-6238) and share your interest with her.
New business & Announcements
First Presbyterian Fall/Christmas Sale: Event date is November 12, 2022 in the Youth & Family
Center. We will be marking items for sale on October 19, & 26th, November 2 and 9th if needed, working
in the mornings 9 a.m. to 12. Location to be announced.
Our Church will host our Presbytery gathering on October 20 – 22nd. This is a real honor and is our
first time to host in quite a while. We will be providing snacks on Friday afternoon as attendees arrive
and light breakfast foods on Saturday morning. Volunteers for other hosting type jobs will recruited as
well. We will be reaching out for numerous types of volunteers to help make our guests comfortable
in our facilities for this meeting.
Lastly, Mark your calendars for Mo Ranch – March 23 – 26, 2023. More information to come.
May God’s grace be showered upon each of you.
Adelaide Marlatt
9

Ministering to Women …
Women’s Bible Study
This year we are studying “Celebrating Sabbath”.
We will be learning that Sabbath is all about
saying yes and getting away from the deadly no!
Come join us in the café on the 3rd Tuesday at
1:00pm.
Prayer Quilt Ministry
Even if you can’t sew, please join us. We need people to
press fabric, cut batting and sew threads to completed
quilts. We also have kits available with tops only OR
complete with backing & batting if you can’t join us on the
3rd Tuesday of the months upstairs in our sewing room
from 9-12. We usually do lunch and come back for Bible
Study. Please join us.
Castaways Corner

We have been very busy this month…have received some very significant
furniture donations that have kept the 3 BBBs (Brink, Bill and Bruce) Movers
ever so busy.
Our number of volunteers is growing also. We so enjoy the Wiatts and the
Schneiders coming to help us out. Come on down, we can always find a task you
will be outstanding in.
A big thank you to Caren and Larry Cobb for delivering 19 boxes of infants and
toddler clothing items to Su Casa Esperanza . These items are collected from
clothing donations given to our church. It’s amazing what Larry can fit into his
SUV…thanks again!!
You can donate ANY day we are open…please specify that it is for The
Presbyterian Church when donating.
We have an overabundance of winter clothing, please be very selective when
donating those items. Winters in South Texas tend to be rather mild and very
short.
Halloween is coming and we have many costumes to choose from. We also have
many decorations that will add just that right touch to your home.
Every Monday we enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by one of our volunteers….
come join us!!!



Monday 8-3…. we run the shop that day.
Thursday 8-11… we price items that will be stocked on Sunday.

Connie Schuler and Veronika Camehl
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October Activity Calendar
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4
8
9
11
15

Betsy Ann Burton
Ruben Garcia
Bev Jacobson
Michael Henderson
Parkie Luce
Patricia Revel
Salty Cruser
Zach Schuler

16
18
20
21
26
28
31

1-2
2-3
3
4

5
5
6
7
7
6
6
7
8
8
9
10
10
10
11
12

Katie Whitten
Debbie Shedden
Shiloh Jordan
John Jackson
Rusty Little
Kim Thompson
Barb Goodlock
Debbie Gatewood

If your birthday is not listed, or in error, please call the church office
at 729-6251 or email fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com.
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