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“People ministering to people in Jesus’ name.”  

Volume 23 - Issue 11                                                  2020

   A Note From Pastor Ed 

November promises to be an exciting month at First Presbyterian Church, 
Rockport. We return to in-person worship the first Sunday of November in the 
Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center while continuing to provide an online 
worship service via Zoom for those who choose not to attend the in-person 
service. The Session has spent months considering how best to return to in-
person worship and met in late October to adopt their policy. The policy can 
be found in another part of this newsletter. If you have any questions about 
the Session’s policy, please call an elder on the Session, Pastor Ed, or the Clerk of Session.  
 
November is also our Stewardship Season. Like last year, we are using New 
Consecration Sunday as our Stewardship model. Our Consecration Sunday 
will be November 15

th
 and Rev. Marian Carmical will be our guest leader. 

The Stewardship Committee has a much more detailed letter about 
Stewardship in this newsletter. We are excited to welcome folks who will 
speak about Stewardship each week during worship in our Time for 
Stewardship. We thank everyone on the Stewardship Committee for their dedication, hard work, and 
leadership in our Stewardship season.  
 
Thanksgiving is the highlight of November, and Marian, Will, and I are excited to celebrate 
Thanksgiving South Texas style this year. We all have much to thank God for even in the midst of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic.  
 
The last Sunday of November is the 1

st
 Sunday of Advent. This year our Advent and Christmas theme, 

is “Those Who Dream”.  
This year’s Advent resources include a daily devotional, Advent activities 
for home use, worship resources for at home worship, as well as 
beautiful artwork.  
 
My family looks forward to spending our first Advent and Christmas 
here in Rockport, and we are excited to see how God is going to use 
our time together to dream dreams about the Kingdom of God in 
Rockport, Texas. 

           With Christ’s Love for All, 
                Pastor Ed 
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   More From Pastor Ed 

All in All 
A poem by Sarah Are 
 
It takes strength to dream. 
I imagine it’s that same strength that leads 
people to say, “I love you” first, 
Those three vulnerable words, 
Wrapped in heart strings, 
Whispered, 
Because what could be 
Is too good to keep quiet about. 

 
It takes strength to choose joy. 
It takes strength to push the covers 
Off our weary bodies morning after morning, 
To plant weary feet on solid ground, 
And look for signs of beauty. 

 
It takes strength to remember that 
we are not alone, 
But the story starts with bone of bone and 
flesh of flesh. 
That feels like so long ago. 

 
Oh yes, 
It takes strength to dream. 
I imagine that’s why many choose not to, 
For it would be far easier to simply sleep. 
But there are always those who dream, 
Those who are up at night picturing 
what could be, 
Because this world is too good not to. 

 
So we say, “I love you.” 
We push the covers off. 
We find solid ground. 
We look for beauty. 
And we dream. 
We dare to dream 

Consecration Sunday is Coming! 
Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a Biblical perspective do not 

view the money Christians give to their congregations merely to pay the bills. Rather, such 
congregations see financial contributions as a way to enable people to grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by supporting their congregation's mission and ministry with a 
percentage of their incomes. The Session has selected the New Consecration Sunday 
Stewardship Program as a way to teach the Biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving 
in our stewardship education this year. We have adapted our process to fit our current 
situation. 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the Biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to 
give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the congregation to 
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receive.  
Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should 

pay dues, we will treat everyone like followers of Jesus Christ who want to 
give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday 
encourages people to move towards a proportional and systematic giving in 
response to the question, "What percentage of my income is God calling me 
to give?"  

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, November 15th, we are asking all 
those who attend worship, either in-person or via Zoom, to make their financial commitments 
to our church's mission, benevolent, and educational ministries in the community and around 
the world.  

Every member and attendee who completes an Estimate of Giving Card that week does 
so voluntarily while attending in-person or online worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge 
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday, even those who feel strongly opposed to completing 
a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or 
she chooses not to fill out a card.  

Please rest assured that we will not do person to person home solicitation to ask people 
to complete an Estimate of Giving Card. During morning worship our guest preacher, 
Reverend Marian Carmical, will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed 
by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship. We will encourage 
participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team and 
Session members. Since we will make no person to person follow up visits to ask people to 
complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to 
attend Consecration Sunday worship.  

I want to thank you in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration 
Sunday events.  
 
With Christ’s Love for All,  
Ed Boyce 

   More From Pastor Ed 

   Housekeeping with Kim 

My favorite time of year is here… 
FALL!!!!  I thought before we enter 
our busy season at church I would 
take this opportunity to use some 
vacation time!  I will be out of the 
office November 2nd-6th to spend time with my 

family in Tennessee.  Debbie Shedden and Sally Reynolds will be 
desk sitting while I’m gone.  The office will be open from 8:30-
12:30 those days. 
 
The office will also be closed for Thanksgiving 
November 26th and 27th. 
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   More Housekeeping with Kim 

Speaking of “office closures” and vacations… 
With VeeAnn Wright and Carolyn Watters moving away, 
the office is in desperate need of volunteers to man the 
phones in the event of my absence.  If you are interested in 
helping out in this way, please give me a call a 361-729-
6251.  When I am gone, the office is only open from 8:30-
12:30.   

 

   “Heeeeeerrrrrrrreeeeeee fishy fishy fishy fishy!” 

            -Ernie from Sesame Street 
Once upon a time, long before the pandemic, FPC was observing the 
Lenten Season.  We learned all about One Great Hour of Sharing during 
Children’s Time, and excitedly took our fish home to fill 
them with coins during our family meals.  Our hope is 
that you have continued to fatten up those fish with 
the extra time the pandemic has permitted us. 
 
As we resume face to face services, we will be 
wrapping up this special offering finally.  As you enter 
the gym, there will be a pool for you to place your fish 
in.  If you are unable to make services, please call the 
office to see when you can drop your fish off.  We will 
collect fish until Sunday, November 15th. 

  Bless Them Abundantly: 
  A Veteran’s Day Prayer 
       by Joanna Fuchs 

Dear Lord, 
Today we honor our veterans, worthy men and 
women who gave their best when they were called 
upon to serve and protect their country.  We pray that you 
will bless them, Lord, for their unselfish service in the 
continual struggle to preserve our freedoms, our safety, 
and our country’s heritage, for all of us.  Bless them 
abundantly for the hardships they faced, for the sacrifices 
they made, for their many different contributions to 
America’s victories over tyranny and oppression.  We 
respect them, we thank them, we honor them, we are proud 

of them, and we pray that you will watch over these special people and bless them with peace and 
happiness.  
In Jesus’ name we pray; Amen. 

Wednesday, November 11th 
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Only the doors leading into the Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center will be unlocked for worship.   
 
The temperature of everyone entering the church will be taken by a volunteer, using a no-contact thermometer, 
and the maximum temperature for those attending is 100.4 degrees.  Attendance will be noted using list by 
ushers with list that also has blanks for guests. 
 
Masks will be required for everyone entering the church’s buildings and when entering the Miriam Ferrell 
Family Life Center and must be worn during any service in the Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center and upon 
exiting the Family Life Center. The church will have a limited number of masks for those who do not have one 
when they arrive. 
 
Hand sanitizer will be available for all to use as they come into the Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center. Please 
use this sanitizer on your hands as you enter and leave. 
 
As you enter the seating area, please fill in the seating from the back of the room to the front. At the end of 
the service, please exit the room from the front row to the back row, waiting until the row in front of you has 
exited the seating area. 

In Person Building Use Policy for Worship 
Adopted by the Session on Tuesday October 27th 

   A Note From Session 

As we resume public worship, please know that your elders on the Session have worked 
through a careful process of discussion and discernment, with an abundance of caution and 
concern for those who are most vulnerable, upon consideration of the best scientific 
knowledge at our disposal, in the spirit of constant prayer, and with full trust in the grace of 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 
 

As we return to face-to-face worship, we may make mistakes along the way. We may have to 
adjust our procedures and protocols if we find that there is a need. There will surely be 
awkward moments as we adjust to new protocols and practices. There will be times of 
frustration, disappointment, and grief. We will have countless opportunities to exercise the 
spiritual gifts of patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 

But there will also be blessings. There will be wonderful surprises, great celebrations, and 
moments of deep satisfaction. We will get to see glimpses of the new thing God is doing, even 
now. We will have opportunities to savor the spiritual gifts of love, joy, peace, generosity, and 
faithfulness. 
 

We will stream the in-person service via Zoom for those who choose to join worship on-line. 
Please do not feel pressured to attend in-person worship or to worship online. We ask that 
everyone prayerfully seek God’s guidance in determining how to join in worship. 
 

Christian Friends, let us be faithful, then—to God and to one another—as we receive the gifts 
and work through the challenges of this time in the life of our congregation and world. Let us 
be guided by the Word, responsive to the Holy Spirit, and open to the grace of God. Let us 
remember that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus, not even the 
Coronavirus. 
 

In Christ, 
The Session 
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Bulletins will be placed on the individual chairs in the Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center. Please take your 
bulletin when you leave after the service is over. 
 
When we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper a sealed cup containing the bread and the juice will 
be found on the chairs in the Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center. Please take your communion cup with 
you when you leave. 
 
Those sitting in the seats must keep at least 6 feet distance to the next person, unless from the same house-
hold. 
 
The pastor, the choir director, any soloists, and the liturgists will maintain social distancing. 
 
Pastor Ed will not greet members as they leave following worship. Those wishing to speak with Pastor Ed 
should email asking to speak with him via phone, zoom or text. 
 
During times of greetings, please remain in your seat and wave to others. While in the Miriam Ferrell 
Family Life Center please refrain from hugging each other.  
 
No shaking hands, physical contact or hugging will be allowed in the buildings. To limit the possible 
spread of Covid-19.  
 
There should be no more than 1 person in the Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center restrooms at a time.  Please 
spray bathroom with provided Lysol Spray/Disinfectant Spray as you leave.  
 
Initially there will be no community singing or liturgical responses . . . there will be no hymnals and Bi-
bles available and the lyrics to the hymns will be printed in the worship bulletin.  We encourage you to hum 
or sing very softly to yourself while the virtual choir is singing hymns.  This part of worship will resume 
when deemed appropriate by CDC guidelines and approved by the Session. 
 
Sadly, there will not be an in-person choir until this practice can be safely resumed based on CDC guidelines. 
 
There will be no nursery available until approved by Session. 
 
The rest of the church’s facilities will be closed off on Sunday’s until approved by Session.  
 
 
In-person Sunday School will not resume until classes can be resumed safely. 
 
There will be no coffee or food served before or after the service until approved by Session. 
 
There will be no collection of tithes and offerings during the service by ushers. Please deposit offering in 
plate or basket as you enter the Miriam Ferrell Family Life Center or at the end of the service on your 
way out. 

In Person Building Use Policy for Worship 
Adopted by the Session on Tuesday October 27th (cont’d) 
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We have recorded November’s songs.  As things change with 
our services, please stay tuned for more information on how we will be 

moving forward with choir performances. 

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 

Music Department 

The Worship Committee met, via Zoom, again this month.  Our discussion centered around 
how we could continue to develop worship in its virtual setting for another few weeks.     
 

We thanked Rev. Boyce for the efforts he was putting into our current worship.  He is currently 
recording worship, so that there will be a smoother presentation and it can also be streamed for 
viewing at any time by anyone.  Members of the committee thanked Yvonne Jaggard, and 
other choir members who gathered to record singing of our worship hymns, as well as Merlene 
Flournoy for her accompaniment.  Rev. Boyce indicated he planned to record his part of the 
service in the sanctuary to convey the feeling of familiar worship, even if it was not a person-to
-person event.    
 

We now have a larger group of congregation members assisting in worship again. I would like 
to do a group Thank you to everyone assisting, from the Choir members to our lay readers, 
including Jon & Janet Gaskamp, Katie Henderson, Bruce Goodlock and Rev. Marian Carmical 
(Boyce) – we are gifted to have these lay members, lay pastors and pastors in our midst to 
assist Rev. Ed and his Tech Team each Sunday.  May God bless their efforts richly. 
 

As you read this, most of you know, the decision was made to begin “in person group worship” 
on Nov 1, 2020.  In order to provide for space to Social Distance between attendees, we will 
hold our first worship services in the large building we have known as the Miriam Ferrell 
Youth Center, or which Pastor Ed refers to as the Family Life Center (that is a good name for 
its new use.)   Come, if you are able.  Let’s walk this road back to familiar group worship 
together.  Not everything you are searching for will be there at first, but it will come.   The 
Session will meet tonight to prayerfully decide how we will go forward.  Keep our group in 
your prayers. 
 

Something to Look Forward to:   Thanksgiving, Advent and the Christmas season are just 
around the corner.  The Worship Committee and others will be putting on their creative hats to 
see what traditions will work this year and what new in-person and virtual presentations will be 
held at First Presbyterian, Rockport and in our Community.  
 

As I close, I leave a thought with you that I read on a digital church sign -   It said simply 
“Faith over Fear”.  To that I add “Choose Love for your Daily Life!”  We will get through this 
time with God’s Help! 
 
For the Worship Committee 
Lois Atwood, Pam Roe, Yvonne Jaggard, Rev. Ed Boyce and Adelaide Marlatt 

Worship Committee 



8 

 

Treasurer’s Report - YTD September 30, 2020 
     

Year to Date   9/30/20               9/30/19      2020 Budget 
 
Loose Offering $   2,537  $    7,034  $   7,826 
Pledges   132,952      84,423   152,525 
Unpledged Giving    13,882      58,911       8,100 
Castaways     54,000      54,000     54,000 
 
Income  $203,371         $ 204,368  $222,451 
Expenses  $214,732         $ 196,101  $251,399 
 
             
            Kay Stanley, 
            Treasurer 

 Operations Committee  

 InReach Committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2 Jay Jaggard 
5 Trey Little 
7 Shamyra Little 
12  Rosalind Foust 
16 Caren Cobb  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

19 Spencer Yarnall 
24 Gordon Stanley 
 Will Forrest 
 Braxton Yarnall 
28   Rick Roe 

 
 

in 

If your birthday is not listed, or in error, please call the church office at 729-6251. 
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Occasions to Celebrate 

our congregation

Stewardship Committee 

 

 

From:   Mark Coley 

Requested by:   Pam Roe

Prayer Comforter :  Co-Worker of Missy’s having medical procedure  

 

Thank you so much for the prayer quilt and, even more, for your prayers during my 
heart procedure.  While the doctors were good, I know it was prayer that brought me 
through.  You are in my prayers as well. 
           
 God bless,  
             Mark Coley 

 

 

Ministering to others through  
Prayer Comforters 

“Thank Yous” 
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Call to Order / Approval of Minutes:  The meeting was called to 
order by Pati Vicent, President, and opened with prayer by Rev. Ed Boyce, our new minister.  Introductions were 
made and it was mentioned that Mariam Boyce would like to participate in our upcoming meetings. The minutes 
were read by Debbie Shedden, Secretary.  A motion was made by Connie Schuler to approve the minutes of the 
March 2020 meeting, seconded by Parkie Luce. With refreshed memories, the motion carried! 

Treasure's report:  Holly Hamilton, treasurer, was not present but Pati had copies of her report with what had been spent year to 
date and checkbook balances. It was noted that a transfer of $6000. was requested and made.  Motion was made by 
Veronika Camehl to accept the report and seconded by Kathy Green.  The motion carried. 

Committee Reports:  
Castaways:  Veronika Camehl noted that workers are needed.  With less people available to lift 
heavier items, a helper has been hired to work at the rate of $10.00/hour.  Sackers, stockers, hanging clothes, 
sorters are need on Monday and Thursdays.  Household items and furniture are much needed 
items. No clothes at this time.   Please join your church family and help our community.   
Good Samaritans:   Janet Gaskamp stated that they are open on Monday, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 
10:00AM- 2:00PM for calls and interviews are being done outside. No date has been set for opening up.  Call 790-
9828 before coming by for pick up.  She reminded us of the Coastal Bend Day of Giving on Nov. 10 where our 
monetary donation can go a long way! Foods can be purchased at a current rate of 15-18 cents per pound.  Our food 
bank needs your help. 

Missions:   Parkie Luce is planning our mid-winter retreat for the first Saturday in February 2021.    

Backpack Program:  We doubled the number of students served and the amount of food given to those 
student .  Tricia Revel was not present to update us with any new provisions needed during the Covid-19 
requirements in place.  

Publicity:  Our minutes are posted in Presbylines.  
Look at your weekly bulletin and monthly calendar for updates on events!  Debbie Shedden will bold print the 
important information in the minutes.  

B.E.A.S. ( Better Education Assures Success) Program:     A new committee was formed with 
members including: Caren Cobb, Debbie Shedden, Kathy Green, Katie Ledbetter and Adelaide Marlatt.    We will 
be looking to create a new application form to submit to Presbyterian Women for approval.  Debbie Shedden 
received the old application from Adelaide.  No new form has been created because of the pandemic and no 
meetings have been held.  Copies of the former application were given to Pati Vicent and Lois Atwood.  If 
someone knows of a person in need, please contact Debbie Shedden or one of the committee members.  So 
much is being done online now we feel that we might be able to help more people.  

Old Business: 
Our benevolence of $6000 was sent to the Presbytery.   
The annual Christmas Sale was discussed and will NOT occur this year because of the pandemic.  
PW Bible Study will begin AGAIN in the Youth Center on the 3rd Tuesday of each month with Barb 
Goodlock at 2:00PM.  Reminder: masks are required and we will pick up on Chapter 4: Honor Thy Father 
and Mother. 

New Business :  
PW will now meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10:00AM in the Youth Center.  Guidelines for use 
of the buildings, as set forth from Session and the Operating Committee, will be followed.  Make sure you 
have a mask to enter.  
Barb Goodlock reported that the PW Coordinating Team includes, Pam Roe, Nikki Yarnell, and Kathy Green.  
She noted that 4 more positions are needed to be filled by other churches.  Fall Cluster meeting was via Zoom and 
Mo Ranch is currently scheduled for April 9-11, 2021. 
A new series of study called "Chasing Rabbits" will meet on Thursdays at 2:00PM led by Bruce Goodlock. 
This is open to ALL church members! 
*Officers will be voted on in January 2021.   
* Coastal Bend Day of Giving is November 10 
* PW will meet November 10 at 10:00AM (2nd Tuesday) 
* PW Bible Study Tuesday, November 17 at 2:00PM (3rd Tuesday) 

Meeting Adjourned:  With care, concerns, and celebrations in our hearts we ended our meeting in prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted,   
Debbie Shedden   

Ministering to Women …  

Meeting Minutes from October 13, 2020 
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Castaways Corner 

CHRISTMAS SALE CANCELLED at the church.  If you would like to get some good deals on Christmas 
items, come on down to Castaways and find some great savings. All items with a pink tag are 
Presbyterian...come and meet your friends here!! 
 
We have heard from several of our Winter Texan volunteer....they are on their way and we can hardly wait. 
They help us so much and we appreciate them greatly. 
 
Once again, we are overloaded with clothes. If you can hold off on these it would be greatly appreciated. 
Furniture, house wares and small appliances are top sellers. 
 
We welcome you to come and check us out and see the finely tuned machine that is CASTAWAYS. There are 
many ways you can help; we can find a job for everyone. It is a great feeling of satisfaction in that a 
percentage of the Presbyterian "take" is given to the church operating budget. 
 
Pati Vincent 
Veronika Camehl 

October wasted no time. In the past month, I did everything. I took 
midterms and wrote papers. I took a week off and celebrated a friend’s 
birthday distantly. I voted and drank lots of chai. The first cold front 
really hit and I snuggled into blankets. I watched friends get ordained and 
cried because life got overwhelming. I went to my first drive in concert 
which was so much fun! I tried to write about all these things in a way that 
was fun for you to read and fun for me to write. My brain is lacking words 
so I took lots of photos and here they are for you to enjoy! Praise God we 
have online versions of the PBL so you can see my life in full color!  

Katie Henderson Update 
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Coastal Bend Day of Giving 

November 10, 2020 
 

 Thank you for considering supporting the Coastal Bend Day of Giving fundraiser, giving 
50 local charities the chance to double up to $19,000 of funds donated to them.  Aransas 
County is fortunate to have 4 charities in the group: 
 

• Aransas County Council on Aging 

• Camp Aranzazu 

• Odyssey After School Program 

• Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans 
 
 You can donate several ways: 
1. Log on www.coastalbenddayofgiving.org to select your donation recipient (s).  Only 

donations made through this website can be doubled.  You may make your donation on 
Tuesday, November 10th, from 12:00am until 11:59pm or you may preschedule your 
donation November 1st-9th and it will be processed on November 10th.  You can pay online 
by credit card or E-check. 

2. If you prefer to add to the Presbyterian Church’s donation (and not have to use your credit 
card) please make your check out to First Presbyterian Church, and note on the memo line 
“Day of Giving” and place your check in the offering plate or bring it to the church office by 
Monday, November 9th at 3:30pm. 

 
 Thank you for your continued support of these charities, especially Rockport-Fulton 
Good Samaritans! 
                 Sincerely,   

          Janet Gaskamp 

Odds and Ends… 

PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North, Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone (361)729-6251;  Fax (361) 729-6299 
eMail:  fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 
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