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* One Last Note From Charlie *
As you read this, I will have assumed my new position as “Former Pastor” of First Presbyterian
Church. I am grateful for the years we have had together; I treasure the memories and every thought of
my “Church Family.” To ease uncertainty and clear up some confusion, here are some things you
should know:

First, there are RULES GOVERNING OUR SEPARATION: the congregation is reminded that after
the pastoral relationship is dissolved, no further pastoral services shall be provided including baptisms,
weddings, funerals, hospital calls, etc., unless invited by the pastor with approval of the session.
The former pastor is instructed not to provide pastoral services (baptisms, weddings, funerals,
counseling, teaching, etc.) unless there is no temporary, interim, associate or installed pastor. It is
important that the congregation find its identity separate from the former pastor. Following the
installation of a new pastor, the former pastor may provide pastoral services only at the invitation of the
session and in concurrence with the request of the new pastor.
Second, WHAT HAPPENS NOW? When the pastor resigns/retires, there is a process that begins, one
that is tried and proven effective, to assist the church in moving forward. You are not alone in that
process; one of the gifts of being a connectional church is that our Mission Presbytery will accompany
you and assist you every step of the way. Here is a brief outline:
Before the Pastor leaves:
Secure pulpit supply for the immediate future (already done by Session)
Secure a Moderator for Session (already done by Presbytery)
Appoint a liaison with the Commission on Ministry (already done by Presbytery)
After the Pastor leaves:
Session begins search for an Interim Pastor (Presbytery already has a list of prospects)
Interim Pastor helps church move in direction of calling the next installed Pastor
Period of self-study and futuring, leading to preparation of documents to be submitted to
General Assembly, beginning the pastoral search
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* More From Charlie *
Time Change: Remember to set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, November 03.
Pulpit Supply
November 04
November 11
November 18
November 25

Rev. Dr. Sallie Watson, General Presbyter, Mission Presbytery
Rev. Dr. Whitney Bodman, Associate Professor of Comparative Religions, APTS
Rev. Fred Abney, Honorably Retired, Boerne, TX
Rev. Chuck Miller, Honorably Retired, Bishop, TX

Called Meeting of the Congregation
The Session has called a meeting of the congregation on Sunday, November 04, following the morning
worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to act upon the report of the Church Officer
Nominating Committee regarding nominations to the Session, Class of 2021. Those nominees are as
follows: Brink Brinkerhoff, Scott Hime, Susan O’Bryant, Sally Reynolds, Rick Roe, and Spencer
Yarnall.
Thanks are due the 2018 Nominating Committee: Veronika Camehl and Janet Gaskamp, representing
Session; Mary Hime, Debbie Shedden and Nikki Yarnall, representing the congregation.
Directory Update:
The Church Directory needs a thorough update, and your help is needed. You can access the directory
through the Church Website (www.rockportpresbyterian.org) or the phone “app,” or by picking up a
paper copy at the Church Office. Please check you information and, if needed, inform the office of any
changes/errors/etc.
Cleanliness Is Next To…
Due to recent “infestation” issues (roaches and rats and mice, Oh my!), your Church Staff reminds you:
please do not leave food out, even if it is packaged; please do not br ing into or stor e in the chur ch
cardboard, fabric, or any other “nesting” material; please clean up after yourself, being especially
mindful of potential “hiding places;” please r epor t any “sightings” to the Church Office.
NOTE: The Chur ch Office will be closed Thursday and Fr iday, November 23-24, in observance of the
Thanksgiving Holiday.

- COMMITTEE REPORTS Operations Committee
Treasurer’s Report - YTD September 30, 2018
09/30/18

09/30/17

2018 Budget

Loose Offering
Pledges
Unpledged Giving
Castaways

$

$ 11,228
116,886
52,665
53,210

$ 10,515
114,896
63,644
54,000

Income

$224,041

$ 233,989

$243,055

Expenses

$265,847

$ 258,003

$272,881

7,736
93,807
68,498
54,000

Kay Stanley
Treasurer
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- COMMITTEE REPORTS WORSHIP COMMITTEE….
By Adelaide Marlatt
Many thanks to those who participated in the

Worship services, by serving as……

Head Ushers:
Jan Gaskamp & Pati Vincent
Greeter:
Kim Thompson
Communion Preparer: Debbie Shedden
Church Decoration; Debbie Shedden
Wine Provider:
Sally Reynolds
Or Reading Scripture:
Oct. 7:
Oct.14:
Oct. 21:
Oct. 28:

Patsy Owens
Brink Brinkerhoff
Sandy Swanson
Mindy Durham

Communion Sunday is always a special day in which we celebrate together the joyful feast and
remember the sacrifice made for us. This month was exceptionally special as Charlie served
communion to the congregation personally. It was incredibly, there wasn’t a dry eye in the Sanctuary.
Children’s message during “Time with Young Disciples” – Carolyn Watters
A very special “Thank You” from the Worship Committee for your participation.
We also give a very special Thanks to all who provided special music to enrich our Worship. We are
gifted as a congregation to have the musical talent we have as part of our group.

We received 4 new members into our congregation: October 14th – Brink & Patti
Brinkerhoff and Ron & Marj Wilhelmsen. Welcome, Brink & Patti and Ron & Marj.
Sanctuary Flowers add great color and beauty to worship. The Sign-up Sheet for Flowers is on the
bulletin board in the Hallway next to the Mission Room. This is a great way to honor the Lord and pay
special note to Birthdays, Anniversaries and other Special Events. Just sign up in the blank spaces and
enjoy sharing your special happening with the congregation.

October 28th, Charlie Schuler, who has served as our Pastor for almost 28 years, delivered his last
sermon as leader of First Presbyterian Church. We invite everyone to attend services at 10:30. We will
have many pastors coming from all over to share their message with us. Information and
acknowledgements will be noted in the December newsletter.

Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
Thank you to “the trio”, chancel choir, and members of the RFHS Choir for providing special
music for Charlie’s last service.
Hopefully, we sent him off with a song in his heart!
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- COMMITTEE REPORTS 2nd Sunday Fellowship Lunch
When: November 11th after Worship Service
Where: Youth Center
The Fellowship Committee will be providing Ham. Please bring appropriate side
dishes. Suggestions are below:
Potatoes/dressing
Veggies
Salads
Bread/rolls
Desserts

Terrible Turkey Day
The turkey shot out of the oven
And rocketed into the air,
It knocked every plate off the table
And partly demolished the chair.
It ricocheted into a corner
And burst with a deafening boom,
Then splattered all over the kitchen,
Completely obscuring the room.
It stuck to the walls and the windows,
It totally coated the floor,
There was turkey attached to the ceiling,
Where there’s never been turkey before.

It blanketed every appliance,
It smeared every saucer and bowl,
There wasn’t a way I could stop it,
That turkey was out of control.
I scraped and I scrubbed with displeasure,
And thought with chagrin as I mopped,
That I’d never again stuff a turkey
With popcorn that hadn’t been popped!
By Jack Prelutsky
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Ministering to Women …
News for Presbyterian Women……………….

The PW women met for their regular monthly meeting on October 2, 2018 the
first Tuesday of the month. Reports were given about the operations and
donations of Castaways, the Neet Feet (a program which PW set up whereby
they work with Counselors in ACISD to allow counselor-identified students to
purchase shoes at Walmart when they need them) and the Good Samaritans program
which we support. The reminder was made that both Castaways and Good
Samaritans are needing workers (even for a few hours). It was also stressed that
Castaways is in need of donations, especially furniture, and household small
appliances, etc. There is a sufficient supply of clothes at this time.
A nominating committee was appointed to recruit candidates for the position of
Moderator and Secretary for the 2019 year.
It was announced that it was time to call for scholarship applications from qualifying
graduating seniors. In order to be considered, an application and supporting items
must be submitted by April 1 of the graduating year. These forms are available from
the Church Office. (Talk to the ChurchLady).

The dates for PW”s Spring Gathering at Mo Ranch, Hunt, Texas, will be March 22-24, 2019.
The theme is The Gift of Friendship, It will be hosted by Covenant Presbyterian, Austin, Texas.
Twenty+/- women attended this wonderful event in Spring, 2018. Plan now to attend this
upcoming spring. The deadline to register will be reported soon.
Bible Study – 2018-19 The date of the 2nd Bible Study is/was October 23rd at
11:45. This lesson dealt with God’s promises to us, this time when we feel we are
weak and unable to do the things we are called to do in our daily lives. We
explored the Bible scriptures where God gives the assurance of his presence in our
lives. Who would have thought – even Michelangelo doubted his painting skills while he was
creating the enduring and expansive frescoes on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel and at times he
could be heard calling out for help from God as he perched precariously near the ceiling of this
beautiful chapel. Come be reminded of God’s presence in our lives and be strengthened by this
study.
SATURDAY – OCTOBER 6TH was the date of our 1st Holiday sale. Veronika Camehl and Pati
Vincent coordinated the event which featured the sale of gently used Halloween, Thanksgiving
and Christmas decorating items. More information will be provided in another area of the
Newsletter.
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Ministering to men …

Presbyterian Men’s Group

At the October 17th Presbyterian Men’s breakfast meeting, it was decided that the men would sponsor John
Watters to go to Florida to take donations to those affected by Hurricane Michael. Within only a few hours,
John was able to secure a U-Haul trailer, and by Friday October 19th, we had filled the trailer to the brim.
We were overwhelmed by the incredible response to our call of action. We’d like to take a moment to
thank John for making the trip to Wewahitchka, Florida to deliver donations. We would also like to thank
the members of our congregation for donating items, as well as Coastal Oaks Church, several of John and
Carolyn’s neighbors, Key Allegro Real Estate, and Wal-Mart Supercenter.

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table

Hosts

FPC Coordinator

13 Inter-Denominational Thanksgiving TBD
27 FBC
TBD


STATS for October:
09: Taco Soup, Cornbread
Dessert: White Cake with Chocolate Frosting
Number Served: 90 Diners and 12 Vomunteers
Host: First Baptist Church
23: Spiral Ham, Sweet Potato Casserole, Cole Slaw, Bread
Dessert: Ice Cream
Number Served: 64 Diners and 20 Volunteers
Host: Rockport Association of Realtors
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Odds and Ends…
Coastal Bend Day of Giving
November 13, 2018
There are 3 Aransas County organizations which benefit from CBDG; Aransas County Council on Aging, Odyssey After School, and Rockport-Fulton
Good Samaritans. All donations up to $18,000 will be matched!
You can donate online at www.coastalbenddayofgiving.org, or you can donate through the church. If you prefer to donate through the church,
please have checks at the church office by 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 13th. Please make checks payable to FPC and notate CBDG in the
memo line.
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More Odds and Ends…

The Presbyterian women of
Community Presbyterian Church in
Port Aransas are selling handmade,
balsam fir wreaths as a fundraiser. The
deadline to order the wreaths is
Monday, November 5th.

in

Proceeds from the sale will help with
Harvey recovery and the charitable
activities of the women.
Wreaths are handmade in Vermont and
decorated with pine cones, berries,
and a big red bow. Cost for the wreath
is $49 and includes shipping and
handling.
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5
6
7
12
19
24

Jay Jaggard
Trey Little
Jean Holland
Shamyra Little
Rosalind Foust
Spencer Yarnall
Gordon Stanley
Will Forrest
Braxton Yarnall
26 Caren Cobb
28 Donald Bird
Rick Roe

For more information or to order,
please contact Shirley Hicks at 970903-4126 or Dee Sims at 361-5638308.
Thanks to Caren Cobb for sharing this
opportunity with the office!

If your birthday is not listed, or
in error, please call the church
office at 729-6251.

8

November Activity Calendar

This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 10/26/18. This calendar can change frequently, so for an
updated look at what’s happening at First Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://
www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/
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