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*  Stuff  from the staff  :  Ed * 

"What's your sign?" 
"What's your major?" 
"In what industry do you work?"  
 
All three of these questions and more like it are common 
questions asked when you meet someone for the first time. If 

you grew to adulthood in the 1960's, you knew your astrological sign and 
realized people were interested in knowing it. If you attended college, you 
were asked what your major was every time you met a new person. As an adult, when you 
meet someone, they are likely to ask about your work to size you up and to pigeonhole you.   
 
I'd like to share nine things with you to help you get to know me and my understanding of 
ministry. In no particular order: 
 
1. Please call me Pastor Ed or Ed.  Some churches automatically use more formal titles to 
address their pastors.  Often it is simply out of respect, but it can inadvertently create a sense of 
distance.  I am happy and content with all members, children, youth and adults calling me 
Pastor Ed or by my first name.   
 
2. My study door is always open, literally and figuratively. This way I am more accessible. As 
a rule, I do not meet with folks of the opposite gender behind a closed door. If the door is 
closed, a rare occurrence, it probably means I’m on a phone call or in a private meeting.  Other 
than that, you are welcome to drop in and say hi.  I always encourage folks to call the church in 
advance before coming by to see me specifically, that way I can make sure to be available. 
Please feel free to call my cell phone or text me at 361-771-1150. 
 
3. My calling to be a good husband and good father is as important to me as my calling to be a 
good pastor.  Incidentally, this does not mean that serving you is any less of a priority. In fact, 
I’ve found that, by always striving to honor my family relationships and responsibilities, I’m a 
much better pastor to and with you. 
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4.  I will make mistakes, even huge mistakes.  I suspect that I have already made a few. As I 
do, I hope you will let me know so I can keep from making them again. No one likes to admit 
they make mistakes, but I can promise you that at some point I will.  I’m also sure that, at 
some time, I will do something that may upset you. By coming to me and letting me know 
personally, you give me a tremendous gift: an opportunity to grow as a pastor and to build a 
stronger relationship with you. 
 
5. We’re a team!  My leadership style with staff and the Session centers around a team 
approach that is founded in mutual trust, respect, and keeping open lines of communication.  
My experience is that a church functions at a much higher level, and lives into its vision more 
efficiently, when this is the case. 
 
6.  The church is not here to meet people's needs; the church is here to meet God's needs.  I 
once read about a minister who would share this at the beginning of her church’s new member 
class.  It caught people off-guard at first, but eventually they came to see the truth in it.  I 
believe churches that understand the heart of this put themselves in a much better position to 
grow and thrive.  The great thing? When we focus on meeting God’s needs first - in the 
church, community and world - we find our own needs are met as well! 
 
7. I believe we in the church are called to respond to God's amazing grace and love in at least 
three ways: 
• Giving our time (being present in the body of Christ) 
• Giving our gifts (putting our individual, unique gifts in practice for the church’s ministry) 
Giving our financial treasure (our financial response) 
My goal, through my preaching, pastoring, and leading, is to live this out in my own life while 
equipping you to do the same.  
 
8.  Love will guide the way.  The guiding force in everything I do as your pastor- preaching, 
teaching, pastoral care, staff empowerment, church visioning- will always be centered in the 
love of Jesus and sharing and fostering that love.  If I err, I will always do my best to err on the 
side of love. 
 
9.  While I am always available in the event of an emergency, Mondays will typically be my 
day off.  Tuesday through Friday, Sunday and sometimes Saturdays I am in the Pastor's Study, 
in the building, at a hospital, or some meeting or visit. It is usually best to call ahead to catch 
me in the office, but I welcome and encourage conversation and communication with church 
members and friends. 
 
 
With Christ’s Love for All, 
 
Pastor Ed 
 

 

More from Ed 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

July 31, 2020 

 

Year to Date      7/31/20    7/31/19       2020 Budget 

 

     Income   $169,300   $169,048        $173,018 

 

     Expenses  $165,668   $154,110         $201,870 

          

          Kay Stanley, Treasurer 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, September 07, in 
observance of Labor Day. 
The church office will resume normal business hours Tuesday, 

September 08. 
 

 
Small groups coming soon via Zoom! 
 
We have had some volunteers come forward to lead small 
group meetings via Zoom to help keep us connected even 
more during COVID-19. 
 
We are planning to have a prayer 

group as well as a group dedicated to “Chasing Rabbits 
Through the Old Testament.”   Look for more infor-
mation on these small groups in our weekly e-blasts! 
 
If you would like to lead a small group on Zoom, please 
contact Kim at the church office to see how we can 
help get your group off the ground and “Zooming!” 

 

Stuff  from the staff  : Kim 
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As I sat down to write the news for this month’s article, I realized it was about two years 
ago that Pastor Charlie announced his retirement as head minister for our church.  Today 
we are in the process of welcoming our new minister and his family, Pastor Ed, his wife 
Marion and son Will.  We are looking forward to becoming acquainted and working with 
them in planning meaningful worship happenings as we move into the festive time of the 
church season.  We are looking forward to sharing new ideas, and new voices as we 
continue to explore how best to tell the wonderful stories of Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 
We truly look forward to resuming our meetings and planning sessions exploring how 
close we can come to our familiar worship while protecting everyone in our fold. We also 
look forward to visioning sessions to explore how to share old meanings in new ways if the 
pandemic continues into the holiday season. 
 
Worship this past month was more varied than previous months 
and we are most thankful to all who were involved. 
  

Worship Leader: Rev. Miles White, Lay Minister Bruce  
Goodlock, and Pastor Ed Boyce.  Rev. Miles closed his last worship with our “go-to”  
song, “I am with you Always.  Bruce Goodlock opened up the Theme of Hope and  
shared some of the highlights of the work of the Pastor Search Committee, and  
Pastor Ed has explored many new things we want to do with our worship  
experience.  Thanks to all of you for your efforts and for sharing your faith in a way  
that encourages ours. 
 
Assisting with Worship and Production:  Tom Jaggard, Katie Henderson and the 
Boyce Team. 

 
 As we look forward to the days of Fall, we wonder a little what new exciting developments 
will descend upon us.  As this message is finished, I thank our Savior that our area has 
been spared another hurricane experience during this week.   One of our Worship 
committee has property located in the path of Hurricane Laura.  May God be with them 
and with all of us at Frist Presbyterian Church in this new season.   May God be our 
Leader and Guide as we go forward.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Adelaide Marlatt 
For the Worship Committee 

Worship Committee  
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From the Music Director,  
Yvonne Jaggard 

The  Music Department 

We are 
happy to 
announce 
that 
Castaways 
will be 
reopening 
soon...exact 
date still up 
in the air but will get passed on as soon 
as possible. That having been said, now 
comes the difficult part. We are in 
desperate need of volunteers. Our 
numbers are dwindling and we need 
YOU. Every month a portion of proceeds 
from sales realized at Castaways are 
earmarked to go to the operating budget 
of FPC. We take this obligation strongly 
and want to fulfill this valuable economic 
obligation. 
There are various areas where we need 
help. You make your own hours, get to 
be with members of your church family in 
something other than a church setting, 
help your community by this outreach, 
and many times we feed you lunch! 
Here are some areas where you could be 
useful: donation door helper, cashier(we 
will train you), sorter(for incoming 
items...you get to see the GOOD stuff 
first), stocker, jewelry counter assistant, 
clothing hanger, floor monitor....just too 
many to name here.  Please consider this 
opportunity to help your community and 
CHURCH. It really is a lot of fun and a 
great way to meet volunteers from other 
churches Monday is our day to run the 
shop.9-3 Thursday is marking day. 8-11 
Please pray for this worthwhile ministry 
and please help if you can! 

 

CASTAWAYS  

CORNER  
from Veronika and Pati 



6 

Being here, in Lajitas, this week, where 
the skies are limitless and clear, and 
the stars, at night, are a glorious 
event, I can’t help but feel the same 
smallness David spoke of when he 
looked up to the heavens while 
shepherding his sheep.  He wrote in 
Psalm 8:3-8 … 
 
          “When I consider your heavens, 
          the work of your fingers, 
          the moon and the stars, 
          which you have set in place, 
          what is a man that you are  
  mindful of him, the son of man   
  that you care for him?  You made 
  him a little lower than the      
  heavenly beings and crowned him 
  with glory and honor.” 
 
We are definitely infinitesimal compared to the vastness of God’s creation.  We may 
ask ourselves how can He possibly be bothered to know about or care for a mere 
human like me?  The reality is that God, through his majesty and wonder, absolutely 
does care about us. 
 
Standing in the middle of such vastness where the only lights, at night, are from the 
moon and stars above, it is clear to see God’s majesty in the greatness of His creation 
on earth and extending to the farthest heavens.  How can we not accept that God 
wants to know us?  How can we possibly deny Him when He has great plans for us, too? 
 
Let’s consider 3 qualities of God … 3 necessary properties: 
 

Omniscience – all-knowing 
Omnipotence – all-powerful 
Omnibenevolence – supremely good 

 
In other words, God knows everything, has the power to do anything and is perfectly 
good.  Please God, help us to look upon all of your creations with goodness, too. 

OutReach Committee 
By Susan O’Bryant 
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Odds and Ends 
A Note from Katie 

 
τετέλεσται - Jesus on the cross.  
It is finished - Katie Ann Henderson when her Greek class came to an end.  
 

Sure me finishing Greek online is nothing near the same as Jesus dying on the 
cross, but according to scripture and my ability to translate Greek, we said the same 
thing. In all seriousness, this summer was challenging. I don’t love learning 
languages, and taking a biblical language over a digital platform for 11 weeks 
during a global pandemic is not easy. I ended the class with a lot of gratitude for 
the kindness of my professor, the patience of the instructional aids, and my group 
of friends that insured me I wasn’t in this alone. With Greek finished, I get to enjoy 
two weeks of no classwork, but several planning and committee meetings. Classes 
start back up the Tuesday after Labor Day and I am very excited. We will be 
meeting online for our fall semester, but I am eager to have more conversations 
with my classmates and professors. I am nervous/excited to start preaching. I am 
thrilled to have campus life pick back up even if it is all online.  
 

I previously mentioned that I am a chapel beadle which means I am on a team of 
three other students and the dean of the chapel to ensure that our campus has 
worship (online) at least twice a week. This new role for me will allow me to work 
with professors to organize Tuesday morning worship services and help write 
liturgy. Because it will all be taking place online, the team is having to get creative. 
We are trying to find all the ways to best have worship where students and staff can 
feel connected. We are working on how to make the campus that is closed to 
everyone still be a part of our services. My creative heart and excitement to see 
worship happening in unique ways are very eager to get this semester started. I am 
thinking all the years of youth Sunday services, camp, and youth conferences have 
prepared me for this specific moment in time. Along with my work as a chapel 
beadle, I am serving on the Program of Study Committee and as Co-President of 
Seminarians for Justice (SOJ). Program of Study will have me meeting with faculty 
as they plan course work and future classes. I hope they know that I have a running 
list of, “I wish we learned this in seminary,” statements from myself and clergy 
members. SOJ is still working on what it means to be a service organization when 
we cannot meet in person. We are excited to have conversations with Texas Impact 
on how to engage students and congregations in policy work in the state of Texas. 
Texas Impact advocates for freedom, justice, and economic opportunity for all 
people, consistent with the values of mainstream faith communities. SOJ is also 
focusing on small scale ways our student body can be more active in the fight for 
environmental and social justice. Right now that looks like reminding people to 
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Odds and Ends 
A Note from Katie 

recycle moving boxes properly and to order their books from small independent 
bookstores when possible instead of Amazon. We believe Jesus is also present in the 
little fights for justice, not just the big systemic changes.  
The four classes I will be taking from the comfort of my apartment this semester 
are, Christian Ethics, Philippians Exegesis (Greek-based), Intro to Preaching, and 
Women’s Voice in Ministry. This is the first semester that I had more freedom in my 
schedule and I won’t have all the same classes as my entering classmates. Normally 
this would mean our lunchtime conversations on campus would be great times to 
catch up and compare notes. Now we don’t really know what that means but I do 
imagine we will be Facetiming each other and finding ways to laugh through 
screens. It will be nice to have a schedule that holds me accountable to remember 
what day of the week it is and having assignments to turn in. When I initially set up 
my schedule I thought there was a chance it could be in person. I don’t have any 
Wednesday classes and was looking forward to sitting in coffee shops every 
Wednesday to get work done. Now I guess I might have to figure out how to turn a 
corner of my apartment into a fun space unique for Wednesdays. This time of digital 
learning and social distancing is asking me to be more creative and I am trying to 
see that as a positive thing.  
 

This first year of seminary went so fast. It 
was everything I wanted and nothing I 
expected it to be. I hoping year two is just 
as exciting, joy-filled, and encouraging in 
my call to ministry. Thank you all for 
your prayers and kind words. I can’t wait 
to share stories from this next year with 
y’all.  
 

All the love,  
Katie 
 

P.S. The photo is from the one COVID-

19 safe trip to the lake I took with my 

quarantine pod. Getting out of Austin and 

sitting in the water for a few days did the 

body and mind some good. A very simple 

summer indeed.  
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92 YEAR OLD PREACHER Submitted by Debbie Shedden 
 

While watching a little TV on Sunday instead of going to church, I watched a church in Atlanta honoring one of its senior pas-
tors who had been retired many years. He was 92 at that time and I wondered why the church even bothered to ask the old 
gentleman to preach at that age. After a warm welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as the applause quieted down, he 
rose from his high back chair and walked slowly, with great effort and a sliding gait to the podium. Without a note or written 
paper of any kind he placed both hands on the pulpit to steady himself and then quietly and slowly he began to speak.... 
"When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell you what was the greatest lesson ever 
learned in my 50-odd years of preaching. I thought about it for a few days and boiled it down to just one thing that made the 
most difference in my life and sustained me through all my trials.. The one thing that I could always rely on when tears and 
heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow paralyzed me... 
The only thing that would comfort was this verse.............. 
"Jesus loves me this I know. 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 
We are weak but He is strong..... 
Yes, Jesus loves me.... 
The Bible tells me so." 
The old pastor stated, "I always noticed that it was the adults who chose the children's hymn 'Jesus Loves Me' (for the chil-
dren of course) during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who sang the loudest because I could see they knew it the best." 
"Here for you now is a Senior version of Jesus Loves Me": 
JESUS LOVES ME 
Jesus loves me, this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow 
Though my sight is growing dim, 
Still He bids me trust in Him. 
(CHORUS) 
YES, JESUS LOVES ME.. YES, JESUS LOVES ME.. 
YES, JESUS LOVES ME, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO. 
Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in His I'll go 
On through life, let come what may, 
He'll be there to lead the way. 
(CHORUS) 
When the nights are dark and long, 
In my heart He puts a song..  
Telling me in words so clear, 
"Have no fear, for I am near." 
(CHORUS) 
When my work on earth is done, 
And life's victories have been won.  
He will take me home above, 
Then I'll understand His love. 
(CHORUS) 
I love Jesus, does He know?  
Have I ever told Him so?  
Jesus loves to hear me say, 
That I love Him every day. 
(CHORUS) 

Odds and Ends 
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4 Debbie Jackson 

5 Pam Stanley 

11 Dayne Luce 

13   Kathy Green 

17 Kay Stanley 
20 Tatiana Jaggard 

24 Bob Shellenbergar 

25 Faye Scott 

29  Mimi Braniff 

30 Dr. Charles Cruser 
 

 If your birthday is not listed, send details to The Church Lady at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com, or call the office at 361-729-6251. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

We’ve all known for some time now, that the 
Watters’ have been planning a move to their 
property in East Texas.  That time has finally 
arrived.  John has submitted his resignation 
from FPC so that they can make the move to 
start their next adventure.  Thank you 
Carolyn and John for over two decades of 
service to this church.  We will all miss 

Carolyn’s amazing lesson’s 
during Children’s Time, and 
we’ll be hard pressed to find 
someone as skilled and giving 
of their time and knowledge as 
John.  You will be missed!  
Prayers for your new chapter, 
and happy trails!` 


