“People ministering to people in Jesus’ name.”

Volume 23, Issue 3
A Note From Miles
We all can use a little forgiveness. We all can benefit from forgiving those
who have sinned against us.
Our Lenten Suppers and Studies are on the subject of “Forgiveness – a
Lenten Study” by Marjorie Thompson. Here’s a short excerpt from her
study guide. Hope you’ll read it and add forgiveness to your Lenten
discipline this year.
“When we forgive, we can find freedom. When we are free, healing is possible. When we
cease to hold on to things that make us sick, we get better. After we accept God’s mercy,
we feel freer to forgive and let go.
Imagine that you are carrying around all the weight of resentments, bitterness, anger, and
regret. Then imagine that freedom is just miles away, and all you have to do to find it is
walk there. You can’t make it with all the things you haven’t forgiven holding you down.
Forgiveness means dropping all that weight and walking toward the sweet freedom
ahead.
In the Gospels, Jesus teaches us that no matter what, no matter how many times or how
hard it is, we need to forgive.”
Books will be available from the church for $10, or you can download the Kindle edition for $5.29.
Miles

Church Office Volunteers Needed!!!
The church office needs YOUR help! We are looking for people
interested in helping cover the phones and visitors when the
Church Lady needs to take time off. If you are available week
days between 8:30 and 3:30, and would like to help out, please
contact Kim in the office at 361-729-6251 for more information!

Worship Committee
As February 2020 ends, we look around and wonder where the days went. Four quick Sundays with rich
meaningful worship, and as we race toward Lent, Rev. Karen Stock’s phase of “TNT” becomes more meaningful
than at any other time of the year. This is the time when God calls us to
remember TNT (Today, Not Tomorrow) as the timing he requires of us
in doing the Christian acts and the sharing his gospel and our love. This
is our mission as Worship Committee meets together to plan meaningful
and inspiring worship for each Sunday and other times of worship.
When you faithfully gather and fill the pews at worship, we are thankful
for Rev. Miles White, our great staff and all the many volunteers who
come together to make this possible. And we thank God for people who
love the Lord and who are faithful in their worship each Sunday. By the
way, recorded sermons, such as “Living Together”, February 16, are available at http://
www.rockportpresbyterian.org/. This accesses our website which also has a great deal of worship information.
March 2020 will be totally devoted to Lenten worship practices which lead us closer to Jesus and his suffering
and death. People talk about giving something up during Lent. That is a popular idea, why not make regular
worship with your First Presbyterian family something you ADD during Lent if it is not already one of your
weekly practices.

Lent & Easter Reminders: We will be asking people to sponsor Easter Lillies during March – watch the weekly
emails and worship bulletins for more information. Also, SAVE THE DATE for the Good Friday cantata –
APRIL 10. It will feature beautiful arrangements of Lenten and Easter music performed by our Chancel Choir.

USHERS are: Adelaide Marlatt & Dani Dusek et al

As we close this month’s article, please join us in giving a very special “Thank You” for those assisting in
worship during February :

Head Ushers:

Kenny & Patsy Owens, Dani Dusek, Adelaide Marlatt

Head Greeters:

Kim Thompson & everyone who welcomed our worshipers

Communion Servers:

Tom Jaggard, Al DeGaynor, Caron Cobb, Larry Cobb

Communion Preparer:

Debbie Shedden

Wine Provider:

Sally Reynolds

Lay Readers:

Don Bird, Boy Scout-Parker Shearer, Jane Ethington, & Ann Fisk

Children’s Message:

Carolyn Watters

Yours in Christ,
The Worship Committee
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InReach Committee

Friday, March 20th at 9:00am, join us for a Birthday Breakfast
celebration in honor of Miles White’s birthday! We will have
breakfast in the café “Open House” style.
Feel free to come and go as you please! Stop in and
help us celebrate this special day!

Fellowship Committee
2nd Sunday Fellowship Lunch ... will be

TACO SALAD
Note your calendars MARCH 8 to join us in the Youth Center after
worship to enjoy a delicious TACO SALAD !!! The Fellowship
Committee will provide the seasoned taco meat — the congregation gets
to provide the “stuff.” Check the “pull tab” poster in the Vestibule to
select the EXTRAS (like grated cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, avocados,
black olives, onions, sour cream, salsa, desserts) you would like to bring
and share.
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Operations Committee - Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
1/31/20

Year to Date

1/31/20

1/31/19

2020 Budget

Income
Loose Offering
Pledges & Other
Castaways

$

772

$

996

$

16,986

30,343

17,847

6,000

6,000

6,000

Special Gifts
Total

Expenses

870

0
$ 23,758

$ 22,098

$ 37,339

$ 18,881

$ 24,717

$ 26,633

Kay Stanley
Treasurer

OutReach Committee
February flew by! G od's blessings were all around us, from emerging wildflowers that
signal the coming of spring to guests who visited us at worship services and other
events. We appreciate all our members, seasonal members, and visitors.
In February, we had 17 first-time visitors plus many return visitors. We are blessed by
your presence and hope you will return to spend more time with us and get involved in
the many wonderful activities of FPC . J ust to mention a few upcoming events: O ur
Wednesday S upper and S tudy begins a Lenten study on March 4 (supper at 5:30pm,
study at 6:00pm), and will continue throughout the Lenten S eason; also, FPC is the
location for C ommunity Table on second and fourth Tuesdays (March 10 and 24 this
month) and all are welcome to come eat and visit with other community members.
Like February, March will fly by before we realize it. S ome of our seasonal members
will need to leave in March but we hope others will be able to stay a little (or a lot)
longer with us.
The goal of the O utreach C ommittee is to make folks feel welcome, and we invite
members and friends to help us in that effort. Please let any of our committee
members know if there is someone you would like us to contact through mail, email, or
phone.
O utreach C ommittee
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Adult Sunday School
Spring 2020
“Lenten Disciplines”
March 01 – Stewardship - Matthew 6:1-4
March 08 – Prayer - Matthew 6:5-15

March 15 – Fasting – Matthew 6:16-18
March 22 – Worry - Matthew 6:25-34
March 29 - Judging others - Matthew 7:1-5
April 05 – The Golden Rule - Matthew 7:7-12

Lent is a season of preparation, reflection, and strengthening one's self in the
Christian life. Taking on Christian practices often entails letting go of some other
behaviors in order to make space, or changes in one's life to promote faithfulness. Lent
originated in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the
faithful rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared
for baptism. By observing the forty days of Lent, the individual Christian imitates the
gospel's report of Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days.

I like to think of Lent as a journey. A time of moving from the place that I am to the
next place God wants me. I think of Lent as a time to intentionally strengthen practices of
the Christian faith such as prayer, bible study, generosity, Sabbath keeping, worship and
benevolent acts. Many people think of Lent as a time of fasting and giving up something,
like chocolate, or red meat on Fridays. Lent, however, is not about being miserable; it’s
about entering into a time of preparation, self-discovery, and positive change. Think of it
as a sort of Christian Spring training. These forty days of Lent can also be for you and
your family an intentional time of faith renewal and practice.
-Kathy Green
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY

through the Ministerial Alliance …
Starting Wednesday, March 11th The
Ministerial Alliance will be hosting a series of
Lenten Lunches at 12:00. Each week will
be at a different host church. Below is the
schedule:
March 11 - St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
March 18 - Holy Cross Lutheran Church
March 25 - First Presbyterian Church
April 1 -

First United Methodist Church

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table
March’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date

Host Church

FPC Coordinator

March 10

St. Peter’s Episcopal

TBD

March 24

First Presbyterian Church TBD

STATS for February:
11: Smoked Polish Sausage Links, Mac & Cheese, Garlic Bread
Dessert: Cookie
Number Served: 193

Host:

First Baptist Church

25: Mexican Casserole, Charro Beans, Salad, Chips
Dessert: Cookies
Number Served: 158

Host:
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First Presbyterian Church

Ministering to others through

Prayer Comforters

From: Margurette Gossett
Requested by: Don and Barbara Bird
Letter Received: February 24, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Hospitalization
Dear Friends,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful prayer quilt, the flowers and cards. They really helped to
brighten my darkest time. Thank all of you for being such good friends.
Margurette Gossett
From: The Family of Adrie Jeffers
Requested by: Veronika Camehl
Card Received: February 10, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Has a brain tumor
Our sincere appreciation from our friend, Veronika Camehl, and ensuring Adrie was added to the
intercessory prayer list. The special prayer ministry through the First Presbyterian Church, Rockport, and the enclosed “Prayer
Comforter” was unique to bring comfort along Adrie’s journey.
We sincerely appreciate the continuance of prayers being lifted up on Adrie’s behalf.
Sincerely appreciated,
Adrie’s Parents/Family: Eileen Casterline and Mark/Michelle Jeffers and family

Prayer Comforter For Jeannie Lofgren
Requested by: Veronika Camehl
Text Received: February 23, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Car Accident (Jeannie later passed away)
The prayer comforter was used on a table display at Jeannie Lofgren’s
funeral. Never underestimate the reach of this loving ministry. The family was so touched.
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Ministering to others through

Prayer Comforters
From: Bob Hendrickson
Requested by: Patsy Owens
Card Received: February 07, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Surgery for Parkinson’s
Thank you so much for the wonderful “Prayer Comforter.” I can assure you that here in Maine, it is well and truly
used for both its spiritual purpose as well as its more customary use as a warm blanket! In the first place it is beautiful and the thoughtfulness
of your “Sewing Ladies” in putting it together for me during my Deep Brain Stimulation Surgery was very heartwarming.
You may be happy to know that the surgery went well and the doctors plan to turn the device on for the first time
on Wednesday, February 5th. Because of my good fortune in coming through the operation in one piece, I consider it a complete success already,
so any added capabilities provided by the device will be a great lef up in my battle with Parkinson’s Disease.
Thank you so much. Your thoughtfulness is truly appreciated.
Bob Hendrickson

From: Donna Ross (McCoy Shadrock’s grandmother)
Requested by: Kimberly Durkee
Update Received: February 25, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Germ Cell Cancer
His chemo has been successful, but surgery is still necessary. McCoy has
surgery scheduled for Monday, March 2nd. The surgeon is almost 99% sure the tumor is not attached to his
heart, but possibly his lung. If it is attached to his lung, he will remove part of the lung, but hopefully just a minimal amount. He will have a huge
scar, and be put back together with a “cage.” Surgery should be about 3-4 hours.
The family is also asking that we continue to pray for McCoy’s salvation. This journey has been hard on his
relationship with God.
If you need a prayer comforter, please contact Kim in the church office. You can
call 361-729-6251, or email fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com. Please provide the name,
prayer need, and if you want the comforter mailed, a mailing address.
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Ministering to Women …
Tuesday - February 3, 2020
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Barb Goodlock. A motion was made by Adelaide to approve
the January minutes and seconded by Barb Goodlock. Minutes approved.

Treasurer's report: Holly Hamilton reported the proposed budget for this year, with what has been spent year to date and checkbook

balances. Reminder was made to pay for your rooms for MO Ranch retreat, $200, rooms are still available, contact Barb Goodlock. If you
signed up for the PW Winter retreat please have cash or check for the lunch and pay Holly at that time. Report approved

Committee Reports:
Castaways: A big thank you to Maria Bajema who has been in charge of setting up EBay items to be sold online.
We've had great contributions. As our Winter Texans head back North we will need more local volunteers.
Good Samaritans: Open on Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays, Good Samaritans continue to need people to volunteer to do a variety of
jobs from stocking shelves to interviewing clients. Please consider giving of your time for this worthy program of our community.

Missions: Our Winter PW retreat will be held on February 8th, Saturday, at the Inn at Fulton Harbor. Our speaker for the day is Karen Horan
from New Braunfels. She works with the homeless and college campus groups.

Backpack Program: Trish Revel met with Katie Patteson at FLC and with the added 250 3rd graders to their campus there is a Community
in Schools program on their campus. We currently serve 20 students. A motion was made to increase the student ratio by 5. After much
discussion, Dani made the motion to increase the number of students served to 30 and increase the amount of money given to the program per
student. Motion carried unanimously! Thank you, Trish Revel, for all the work you do for this program.

Publicity: Our minutes are placed in Pres-By-Lines. Do not forget to sign up for our February 8th retreat! Look at your weekly bulletin and
monthly calendar for updates on events! Debbie Shedden will bold print the important information in the minutes.

B.E.A.S. (Better Education Assures Success) Program:

A new committee was formed with members including: Caren Cobb,
Debbie Shedden, Kathy Green and Adelaide Marlatt. We met on January 21 after the Women's Bible Study to discuss the purpose and guidelines
for this program. Kay Patteson met with us as a founding member of this program. We want to continue this program, but need contacts to help us
find qualified candidates. Debbie and Caren will reach out to others to help us find these people in need.

Old Business:
Winter PW retreat will be held on February 8th, Saturday, from at the Inn at Fulton Harbor
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner: Veronika Camehl noted Jimmy Mack was willing to cook our dinner for us. The dinner has been

planned for February 18th at FPC. A cake has been ordered and cookies and brownies are needed, several members volunteered. Decorating will
happen at 9:00am

Mo Ranch: Barb Goodlock noted that PW will pay the Registration for the Spring Women's Retreat Mo Ranch (March 27-29, 2020).
We have 6 rooms filled and still have room for 4 more! We will have until March 1, 2020 to register. Barb will be the one to assign the
rooms. Kim has the registration forms in the church office. Double occupancy cost is about $210 for two nights, with the understanding that this
will include meals. We do have a scholarship available if one is needed. Please give a payment to Holly Hamilton, our Treasurer.

Budget: PW budget was approved.
New Business:
PW May Birthday Party: Motion was made to have the celebration on May 4th by Trish Revel and seconded by Janet Gaskamp. This will
be a catered meal.

Prayer Quilts: Big thank you for all the volunteers who have worked so hard to produce the lovely prayer quilts.
They have touched the hearts of many throughout the WORLD, not just our church family and friends. We are
grateful for our many Winter Texan volunteers! March 17th is our next date for sewing, ironing, cutting, and
laughter while doing God's work.
PW Bible Study: We will continue our study of the Ten Commandments with Barb Goodlock leading our
discussions on February 11, 2020. Our next meeting will be at our regular time March 17, 2020 at 1:00pm
Meeting Adjourned: With care, concerns, and celebrations in our hearts we ended our meeting in prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Debbie Shedden

FPC PW Secretary 2020
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The Men’s Group has been sponsoring Chelsei for a few years now. They help fund her schooling at a
cost of $75/year. As Chelsei moves forward in school, the cost will go up.
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Update from Katie
February really has flown by. We hit the ground running in the spring semester. My New
Testament class starts off my week 8 am for three hours but is broken up into sections that make it
really enjoyable. I feel like I already have learned so much from Dr. Aymer who is a New Testament
scholar. Every week she has challenged us to read a book from the New Testament and a diverse
commentary and then discuss how both interact with government entities. It really challenges me to
engage with the text in a modern context as well as what is happening historically in the time of Jesus.
My second theology class is a bit more of a philosophy class than I was prepared for but thankfully I
have my classmates’ support during this challenging class. My exegese class (based in Hebrew) on 1
Samuel has already taught me so much more about the Hebrew Bible. I love that I am getting to work
on my Hebrew translation skills even more and in a practical way! I am probably most excited about
my Intro to Worship course. We have multiple opportunities during the semester to practice different
parts of worship. I am thrilled to be able to practice presiding over the communion table and discover
what sort of language I want to use.
February has also been a month of celebrating all my friendships in Austin. We celebrated
Galentine’s Day (February 13th) at a dinner with breakfast food and a table full of wonderful and
encouraging females. I spent Valentine’s day dog sitting for a friend and making pasta with a few close
friends. And February 15th a group of women gathered to make Challah, a traditional Jewish bread,
and talking about the first week of classes. It was a wonderful kick-off to the semester to be
surrounded by such a great and empowering community.
Work is busy, as all church places are before Lent. I have joined a young adult small group at
Covenant which has been a wonderful way to get connected with the large worshipping community. In
a few weeks, they are hosting Peter Enns who will be lecturing over “How the Bible Actually Works”
and I can’t wait to learn more about our sacred text.
I am moving along in the ordination process and would love prayers as I file through all the
paperwork and start figuring out more where I should look for
internships. As much as it is an exciting process it is also
incredibly daunting and a lot more writing on top of all my
classwork. I know it will all be worth it in the end!
I am looking forward to warmer weather and more time
enjoying Austin while balancing classes this semester. Thank you
all for your prayers and words of encouragement!

Love always,
Katie

P.S. Here is a photo of Sarah and me with a loaf of challah we
made and braided with a group of friends!
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February in Pictures
On February 18th we held our Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner. Jimmy Mac provided a wonderful meal as we
honored our hard working volunteers. Where would we
be without them???

Many thanks to all that
provided the wonderful
dinner, gifts, and
recognition to the many
volunteers last evening. It
was a wonderful evening!
Tom and Diane Carl
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Odds and Ends
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More Odds and Ends
Where God is, there is
hope for the suffering and
the vulnerable.
Together, we become the household of
God. We extend shelter to those who
have no place to stay, offer compassion
to those who have pain—be it physical,
emotional or spiritual—and we set a
feast, with God, for those who lack
access to enough food to eat. God’s
household filled with love and everyone
is welcome.
Join with Presbyterians worldwide in
sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in
-need around the world.
This Lenten season, please give
generously to One Great Hour of
Sharing.

1 Susan Brown
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Sally Reynolds

20

Miles White

2 Reed Marton

13

Dot Rau

24

Ted Little

Jim Sikes

15

Sarah Hamilton

26

Susan Forrest

4 Pete Chamberlain

15

VeeAnn Wright

30

Bob Bernardy

6 Al DeGaynor

18

Yvonne Jaggard

31

Patsy Owens

9 John Marlatt

19

Jeane Lind

If your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be, contact the office at (361) 729-6251
or email fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com.
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This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 2/27/2020. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

March Activity Calendar
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