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Church Updates

Pastor Nominating Committee- We are still working diligently to meet our end
goal of finding a permanent pastor for our church. We ask that you continue to
pray for the committee, for the church, and for the future Pastor that God is
preparing for us.
Committee to Reopen the Church- We are currently exploring how to safely open the
church for face-to-face worship while maintaining social distancing
guidelines set by the CDC. We are establishing guidelines on how to have
social distancing and how to sanitize the building after each use. Please
continue to check your emails, facebook, and the website for updates on
how we are proceeding during these unusual times.
Notes from the staff- At this time the building is still closed to the public.
Only staff are permitted in the building, and only on an as needed basis.
We are beginning to see people at the church on an appointment basis
only. These measures are being taken to ensure the safety of our staff and
anyone that may be in the building. If you need to see Miles or Kim,
please call the office at 361-729-6251 to make an appointment. This will help us to make
sure we are able to social distance and we are able to properly sanitize the building after each
visit.

Worship Committee
By Adelaide Marlatt

Another month has slipped away. By the time you read this, it will have been 3 ½ months
since we have gathered together for in-person communal worship. During that time, many
have discovered the alternative of the Zoom platform of electronic worship, which has given
us a chance to touch each other in some way during this time of social distancing. If you
have not been a part of this worship, we encourage you to join in. About 35 – 40 people
come together each week. You never know who you will see. Many of your local friends,
even winter visitors, the Carls’, Dennis’, etc. drop in almost every Sunday. If you are not a
part of the group yet, and would like to have someone help you with linking up, please call
the Church Office and Kim will provide instructions to link up or provide someone to walk
you through the process. We miss you!
We would like to thank Pastor Miles, Tom Jaggard and Katie Henderson for creating and
presenting our weekly services. Even during this season of struggle, beautiful worship music
has been provided on YouTube recordings. We have also learned we have a “YouTube
star” Karla Crossett, in our midst who records familiar hymns, complete with words for
singing, under the name of Gramma’s Hands.
Where are we going...We currently have a team creating the plan to open in-person
communal” worship for us again. We don’t have a date yet, as they are working out the
details of social distancing, masks, sanitizers, seating, offering, bulletins and all the other
things to which the Presbytery and CDC have asked that we pay attention to. I am so
ready to hear Ms. Merlene’s beautiful piano offerings of our familiar worship music.
We are interested in knowing how many of you would attend in-person worship if we
provide it at our facilities. Session members will be calling you soon to help us know how to
plan our services.
Please remember, God is with us in all of this.
For the Worship Committee,
Adelaide Marlatt
Do you like to Sing Hymns?
If any of you are interested in doing your own hymn singalong, with
Gramma’s Hands music, just search for Karla Hastings Crossett on
www.youtube.com, and you will find her music under the title
“Gramma’s Hands”. Other songs can be accessed by clicking on the other
songs listed on the Side Bar of the computer screen.
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Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
If we return to regular worship in July, I would like to be prepared ahead of time. I
would love to have your oldies and goodies for hymnody. Please email your
favorite hymns to me at yvonnejaggard01@gmail.com.

Operations Committee
Treasurer’s Report - Year to Date May 31, 2020
Year to Date
Loose Offering
Pledged
Unpledged Giving
Castaways

5/31/20

5/31/19

2020 Budget

$ 2,531
$ 83,490
$ 12,832
$ 24,000

$ 4,822
$ 49,033
$ 46,262
$ 30,000

$ 4,348
$ 84,736
$ 45,000
$ 30,000

Total Income
Total Expenses

$122,853
$ 96,235

$ 130,117
$ 82,123

$ 123,584
$ 124,640
Kay Stanley, Treasurer
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OutReach Committee

Thoughts from your OutReach Committee …
What if 2020 isn’t cancelled?
What if 2020 is the year we’ve been waiting for?
A year so uncomfortable, so painful, so scary, so raw … that it finally forces us to grow.
A year we finally accept the need for change.
Declare change. Work for change. Become the change.
A year we finally band together, instead of
pushing each other further apart.
2020 isn’t cancelled, but rather
The most important year of all.
What can you declare to others outside the walls of our church? How can you work together
with other members of our church? And, how can you become the person our Father has in
mind for you to be?
The OutReach Committee continues to seek those who may be in need of financial assistance
during these difficult times of the corona virus. If you or someone you know may benefit
from the COVID fund, please contact our wonderful Church Lady, Kim, at 361.729.6251. All
information received, will remain confidential.
Inspirational Quotes
Some people feel guilty about their anxieties and regard them as a defect of faith, but they are
afflictions, not sins. Like all afflictions, they are, if we can so take them, our share in the passion of
Christ.
C. S. Lewis
What lies behind you and what lies in front of you, pales in comparison to what lies inside of you.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
We know what we are but know not what we may be.
William Shakespeare

I don't stand for the black man's side; I don’t stand for the white man's side. I stand for God's side.
Bob Marley
I believe God is managing affairs and that He doesn't need any advice from me. With God in charge,
I believe everything will work out for the best in the end. So, what is there to worry about?
Henry Ford
My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some passion, some
compassion, some humor, and some style.
Maya Angelou
Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the
impossible.
Francis of Assisi
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OutReach Committee
The Seasons of Life
By Anonymous
There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn not to judge things too
quickly. So, he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree that was a great
distance away.
The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in summer, and the
youngest son in the fall.

When they had all gone and come back, he called them together to describe what they had
seen.
The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted.
The second son said no … it was covered with green buds and full of promise.
The third son disagreed, he said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked
so beautiful, it was the most graceful thing he had ever seen.
The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was ripe and dropping with fruit, full of life
and fulfillment.
The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because they had each seen but one
season in the tree’s life.
He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one season, and that the essence
of who they are, and the pleasure, joy and love that come from that life, can only be measured
at the end, when all the seasons are up.
If you give up when it’s winter, you will miss the promise of spring, the beauty of summer and
the fulfillment of your fall.
Don’t judge a life by one difficult season. Don’t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of
all the rest.

Are you getting the weekly e-blasts? If
not, please email Kim at
fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com to be added to
our email list! This is the place to stay
up-to-date on what’s happening at First
Presbyterian! You don’t want to miss it!
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Update from Katie Henderson
I have spent the last few days trying to decide what to write for this month. Greek has started but most of
my days feel the same. I am still staying at home and doing everything online. Not much changed over June that
felt important enough to share and July doesn't look much different. The most significant thing I have participated
in during the last month is installing a memorial at the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary (APTS) chapel
for Black and Brown people killed at the hands of systemic racism. It feels so important to me to share this story
with you all.
Whit Bodman, who you may remember preached a few times for our church before Miles joined our
congregation, invited me to help with a project. He emailed me and a few other students, knowing our interest in
engaging the church in human rights movements. Whit is a retired professor of APTS but still very active on our
campus. He is known for asking for forgiveness instead of permission especially when he sees a reason to speak
out. Whit is also very interested in woodworking. His initial email asked if a few students were interested in
assembling and planting crosses in front of the chapel. This email came after Austin Justice Coalition led a protest
from Houston-Tilson College (a HBCU* in Austin) to the capitol. The protest was one of many across the country
that came in response to the murder of George Floyd. Whit wanted us to assemble the crosses and write the names
of Black and Brown individuals who had been killed at the hands of police brutality across the country.
I took on the role of looking up the names, checking the spelling, and then writing them on the crosses. My
compiled list was over 100 names and I know it was not complete. Whit had the materials to
put together 40 crosses. The list started with Eric Garner who was killed on July 17, 2014. The
list ended with George Floyd who was killed on May 25, 2020. Almost six years and over 100
names separated these two men. We only had 40 crosses to plant in front of the chapel. I
tearfully read the list over and over again trying to decide which names would be written on
the crosses and which names would remain in small print on the list. I cried as I thought about
the names I could not find and could not spell-check. As my classmates hammered the crosses
one by one in front of the chapel, the echoes grew louder on our silent campus. After all the
crosses were planted we crossed the street and just looked at them. Whit prayed over the
crosses as we all closed our eyes.
Before seminary, I was given warnings about getting political in church, but my first year at
APTS has taught me a few things. Human lives are not political, they are human lives, they are
children of God, all humans are who Jesus named our neighbors and called us to love. Both my Old and New
Testament courses taught me that the bible is very political. Jesus’ life is an act against oppressive government
Roman rule. Saying “Black Lives Matter” is not a political statement, it is
affirming that in the eyes of God all lives are beautiful but as Americans and
Christians, we have continuously failed to give Black people the respect of human
rights that we have given white people. The Good Samaritan Church sign that has
been floating around social media states as Christians, “We worship a man of
color murdered by keepers of the law.” I keep returning to the power and truth of
this statement. George Floyd and Eric Garner were also men of color murdered by
keepers of the law. They were not perfect like Jesus Christ, just as we are not
perfect like Jesus Christ. But because of our faith in Jesus Christ, we believe in
the forgiveness of all of our sins and believe that God created us all in love.
On Father’s Day Miles preached a sermon where he openly confessed all the ways his inherent privilege
allowed him to turn a blind eye to the oppression of people of color. I am grateful for the way Miles asks us to
boldly and specifically confess our sins each Sunday. I believe for the statement “Black Lives Matter” to be true
we have to start with confessing all the ways we have ignored Black lives and seen them as less than, and then we
can get to work. Rev. William H. Lamar IV wrote an article that has caused me to slow down and evaluate all the
ways the church has continued to oppress groups of people with our theology. I encourage you all to read it and
see how you respond. https://faithandleadership.com/william-h-lamar-iv-its-not-just-coronavirus-bad-theologykilling-us
Right now, the crosses are still planted in front of the chapel, but they won’t be there forever. My prayer is
that the work of dismantling racist and deadly systems is just starting in me and my communities. I pray that I
never forget the unexplainable sadness that came with writing out the names of over 100 people whose deaths
could have been avoided so that I remain diligent in the pursuit of justice for all God’s children.
Tying you all closer than most,
Katie
*Historically Black College/University
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Ministering to others through
Prayer and
Prayer Comforters

Ministering to others through Prayer:

Prayer Requests

Prayers and sympathies of the church are extended to the family of longtime
member, Pat Thompson. Pat passed away June 6th at the age of 92.
Sonny and Jacque Park are at MD Anderson in Houston meeting with doctors to
discuss treatment options for Sonny’s cancer.
Holly Hamilton’s mother had surgery and has been struggling with recovery after
surgery. She has been moved to a rehab facility. Holly is with her dad taking

care of him at his home.
Connie Schuler had knee repair surgery on July 30th. She will recover at home.
Kim Durkee’s dad, Mark Russell, was diagnosed with prostate cancer. The cancer
has metastasized and is in his femur and his lower lumbar. He will need a rod in
his leg. The doctor’s are currently awaiting further test results to make
treatment plans.
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July Birthdays

2
4
5
7
10
12
14
16
22
27
29
30

Kathy Roberts-Douglass
Ken Owens
Carol Smith
Lois Atwood
Jack Rau
Jere McNeely
Brink Brinkerhoff
Lola Smith
Jerry Hanson
Michael Shedden
Carolyn Watters
John Dennis
Larry Cobb
Casey McNeely
Charlie Schuler
Thomas Jaggard
Mason Jaggard

If your birthday is not listed, please call the church office and let us know. We want our records to be accurate.
and include everyone.
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