“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.”

Volume 23 - Issue 1
* Stuff from the staff: Rev. White*
From your interim pastor:
Looking back, it seems like yesterday that I arrived to be
your interim pastor. And yet it has been six months! I am
amazed by what we have accomplished together in those
intervening months. We have maintained worship and study.
We have continued the church's mission work in the
community. We have trained elders. We have held listening
sessions for all to have an opportunity to express their hopes and dreams for
our church. We conducted a gratifying every member stewardship campaign.
We recently had our annual congregational meeting where we elected elders
to serve on the session, members of the church nominating committee and
best of all, selected church members to serve on the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC). We are set to begin an active search for you next pastor.
You can be proud of these accomplishments. I am certainly proud of your
efforts and am thankful for the overwhelming support and concern for my
well-being that you have shown. NOW COMES THE HARD PART: PRAYER
AND PATIENCE. Pray for your church leaders. Pray for your PNC and pray for
that "just right" pastor out there somewhere, seeking God's call to serve in a
new place.
In Christ, Miles

Worship Committee
What a fun Month December always proves to be at First Presbyterian. We
enjoy some rich traditions in our worship many of which occur during
December and Advent season. We light a new candle weekly in our beautiful
Advent wreath. we decorate our trees with the beautifully handmade Chrismons, and we fill our
church with richly- colored Poinsettias. We gather to be inspired by our choir’s Cantata, and this year we enjoyed
a new experience with “The Road to Bethlehem. We will complete Christmas worship celebrations with our Live
Nativity Christmas Eve service sharing candlelight and communion with our families and friends. It is these
traditions that help us celebrate the coming of our Christ to earth so many years ago. We hope you have been a
part of these beautiful services!
Ushers:
Lay Readers:

Chrismon Service Readers:
Advent Candle Lighters:

Children’s Message:
Greeter:
Communion Preparer:
Wine provided by:

Susan O’Bryant and Jacque Park
Karen Stocks– December 1
Susan O’Bryant-December 8
John Bajema– December 22
Jake Parr and Max Marton

Spencer Yarnall Family
Paul Patteson Family
Tom Jaggard Family
Jeremy Schuler Family
Carolyn Watters
Kim Thompson and everyone who welcomes our worshipers
Debbie Shedden
Sally Reynolds

Special thanks...

Thanks also to ALL who contributed poinsettias and special flowers this month to add beauty to our sanctuary
and to ALL who helped with the decorating of our building, especially, Jacque Park, Debbie Shedden and Nancy
Melcher who played big roles in making this happen.
We thank all of our musicians who practice many hours during this season to provide the beautiful music which
complements our worship on Sundays and during special services. Thank you ALL for your beautiful music!

Lastly, we thank Veronika Camehl and Pati Vincent who have served selflessly with this committee for six years.
They have both asked to take a break for a while. We will be seeking new members to work on this committee in
the months ahead. Thank you, Veronika, and Pati!
Save the date – JANUARY 5, 2020 immediately after church – gather to take down decorations and get them
ready for packing to be stored for another year.
For the Committee,

Lois Atwood, Mindy Durham, Yvonne Jaggard, Adelaide Marlatt, Rev. Miles White
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Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
Thanks to Merlene Flournoy, Thomas Jaggard and the Handbell Choir for
the beautiful offertory music in December.
Thank you to the Chancel Choir for such a beautiful cantata. Also, thanks to
Merlene Flournoy for accompanying the choir and Charlie Schuler for being
the narrator.

We couldn’t have done it without you!

Fellowship Committee

2nd Sunday
Date:

January 12

When:

Immediately following worship

Where:

The Youth Center

FeLlowship lunch is …

In honor of the New Year, bring your favorite potluck dish and come enjoy food,
fun, and fellowship! You might want to increase the quantity, as this is our most well
attended luncheon. So add another can of corn, devil a few more eggs etc.

3

Operations Committee - Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report as of November 30, 2019

Year to Date

11/30/19

Loose Offering/Other
Pledges
Unpledged Giving
Castaways
Special Gifts
Total Income
Expenses

$

9,279
105,290
65,587
66,000

11/30/18

2019 Budget

$

$246,156

9,290
$ 9,556
105,003
105,307
75,698
76,624
66,000
66,000
______________
$255,991
$ 257,487

$234,468

$313,120

$ 237,387

Kay T. Stanley
CHURCH TREASURER

Adult Sunday School
Study Topic: “The Beatitudes” or “Attitudes for the New Year” or “Clear Vision for 2020”
Read to prepare: The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1 – 7:29)
12 January

Introduction to Gospel according to Matthew,
the Sermon on the Mount, and the Beatitudes
Matthew 5:1-3 - “Blessed are the poor in spirit”

19 January

Matthew 5:4 - “Blessed are those who mourn”
Matthew 5:5 - “Blessed are the meek”

26 January

Matthew 5:6 – “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness”

02 February

Matthew 5:7 – “Blessed are the merciful”

09 February

Matthew 5:8 - “Blessed are the pure in heart”

16 February

Matthew 5:9 – “Blessed are the peacemakers”

23 February

Matthew 5:10-12 – “Blessed are you…”
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Supper and Study
Wednesday Night Supper and Study resumes, Wednesday, January 8th!
Supper will be served at 5:30pm, and study will begin at 6:00pm. Join us as we explore the Book of
Revelation with Rev. White!

OutReach Committee
The OutReach Committee has had a busy month keeping track of our many
wonderful visitors. Each time a familiar face, from the North, walks in the
front door, we feel pure joy that they have safely returned to our fold. Our
church body continues to be blessed with so many new faces as well. We
welcome all of our visitors and want to encourage you to get involved with the
many opportunities our church has to offer … both in the Rockport-Fulton
community and within our church walls. Please feel free to ask any of our
church Elders how we can keep you busy doing the Lord’s work!
December brought quite a few first-time visitors to our Church. In this issue,
we would like to list our first-time visitors and hope we will see them return in
the New Year ...

Dan Baker, Rhonda Collier, Veronica Cameron, Valerie Goodrun, Justin
Hall, John Heikes, Dena James, Alex Kovacs, Jane Kovacs, Fred and Jewel
Lee Minter, Pat Murphy, Carol Packol, Bob and Cyndi Ranzlaff, Sharia
Ronolo, Sara Rempe, Larry and Liz Schuetz, Juan Tristan, Jr., Todd and
Maria Warner, and Ed and Janet Wiatt.
Our apologies if we have missed anyone. We work hard to acknowledge all of
our new visitors, and want them to feel welcomed. Please let any of our
committee members know if there is someone you would like us to contact
through mail, email or phone.
OutReach Committee Members - Patti Brinkerhoff, Susan O’Bryant, Jacque
Park and Pati Vincent
5

Presbyterian Women : Ministering to Women …
Tuesday - December 3, 2019
Call to Order: The meeting to order by Pati Vincent and opened with prayer by Veronika Camehl. Minutes
of the Nov. meeting were approved by motion made by Kay Patteson and seconded by Veronika Camehl.
Treasurer's report was handed out to members by Holly Hamilton. Questions arose about remaining
budgeted amounts and what will be spent during the month of December. We will give a proposed increase in the
areas of backpack buddies, the winter women's retreat and PW birthday celebrations, remove Neet Feet from the
budget. November’s report was approved.

Committee Reports:

Castaways: Veronika Camehl reported that there has been an increase in our proceeds over the past

weeks. We need larger furniture and household appliances items. Winter Texans and other members are
joining in by marking the items and getting them on the floor. We are hoping to find someone to help with
selling higher dollar items on Ebay or other websites.
Good Samaritans: Janet Gaskamp reported that Christmas baskets are being prepared.
Missions: Parkie Luce noted that our Winter PW retreat will be held on February 8th at the Inn at Fulton
Harbor. Our speaker for the day is Karen Horan from New Braunfels. She works with the homeless and college
campus groups. Look for further information in January's Pres-By-Lines.
Backpack Program: No Report given, Tricia was ill. It was noted that Debbie Shedden will speak to the
counselor at FLC to see if an increase in the number of students served was needed.
Publicity: Our minutes are placed in Pres-By-Lines. Good Samaritans will be highlighted in the January Pres-By
-Lines.
B.E.A.S. ( Better Education Assures Success) Program: Adelaide Marlatt stated that the article ran in
Pres-By-Lines on what the program was all about will run again in January Pres-By-Lines.

Old Business:

Mo Ranch: Barb Goodlock noted that PW will pay the Registration for the Spring Women's Retreat Mo

Ranch (March 27-29, 2020). We have 10 rooms reserved and we will have until March 1, 2020 to register. Barb
will be the one to assign the rooms. Kim has the registration forms in the church office.
No total cost has been given at the moment, but meals and food expense is expected to be around $210. We do
have a scholarship available if one is needed. If you would like to make monthly payments please give a payment
to Holly Hamilton, our Treasurer.
Good Neighbor Gift: Kay Patteson suggested last month that we send a monetary gift to the recovering
church across the street from FPC. Adelaide delivered the PW gift to Pastor Bruce Frasier with 1st Assembly of
God. She stated that he was amazed we would send them a gift and was very appreciative on behalf of the
congregation. He gave her a tour and they prayed together. We thanked God for love and kindness between
Christians and for the friendship we showed them with the sharing of our gift. Debbie Shedden received this email
from Adelaide and wanted to share it with you in the PW minutes.
PW Budget: We discussed the 2020 budget and love gifts for the staff. Please note the proposed budget report
that is attached at the bottom of the minutes. Kay Stanley clarified the love gifts.
Flowers: Please remember to pay for your Christmas Poinsettias, $12/each. Make check payable to PWomen.

New Business:

PW Elections- Pati Vincent, Moderator, and Debbie Shedden, Secretary, have another year to serve. Holly

Hamilton, Treasurer, and Barb Goodlock, Vice Moderator, both agreed to serve another term unless someone else
would like to take the opportunity to serve.
Connie Schuler raised a question about the "patterns" of the Chrismons that are used on our trees. Sue Smith had
requested a copy of the patterns if and when they are found. We will be happy to send her a copy.
A note from John Knox thanking us for our donation was passed around.
Dani challenged members of PW to help others; sometimes it's the little things that we do for others that brings us
closer to God's purpose, "Love One Another as I Love You".

Meeting Adjourned: With care, concerns, and celebrations in our hearts we ended our meeting in prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Shedden
FPC PW Secretary
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Presbyterian Women : Ministering to Women …

Proposed 2020 Presbyterian Women’s Budget
Description of Budget Item

Budget
2019

Proposed
2020

Presbyterian Women of Mission Presbytery (60% Church World-

6000

6,000

Weekend Backpack Buddies

5000

7,000

12,000

12,000

Quilting Supplies

2,400

2,400

Women’s Spring Conference at
Mo Ranch
Volunteer Appreciation Event

5,000

3,000

800

1,200

500

1,000

6,000

6,000

300

300

3,500

3,500

800

1,000

Love Gifts & Memorials

2,500

2,500

Christmas Toys for Community Table
Flowers (Easter & Christmas)

1,000

1,000

700

700

Staff Christmas Love Gifts

6,250

6,500

PW Moderator’s Discretionary
Fund
Receptions (Church & Memorials)
Supplies

1,200

1,200

200

200

400

400

Neet Feet

4,500

0

wide, 15% Synod, 25% Presbytery)

BEAS

(College student scholarship)

Women’s Winter Retreat

Camp Tuition
PW Bible Study
ABC School Scholarship
PW Birthday Celebration
(includes
scholarships for Graduating HS Seniors)

7

Notes

Presbyterian Women : Ministering to Women …

Presbyterian Women’s Retreat

Saturday, February 8, 2020 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Lunch included
Inn of Fulton Harbor, 215 Fulton Beach Road, Fulton, TX 78358
Harbor Room, upstairs over the office Cost is $15.00

Ladies, come and be together as we join in fellowship. Rev. Karen Horan will be leading this special day.
Our retreat will include coffee and sharing, lunch by Charlotte Plummer’s Restaurant, and close with
communion. The sign-up sheet is in the hallway leading to the Fellowship Hall. As the Psalm says,
“Praise the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me, Praise His Holy Name!” For more retreat info
text or call Parkie 361-463-1547
THE BEAS COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP!
The “BEAS” Committee: What is that? The BEAS Committee is a committee
of our 1st Presbyterian Women’s organization. One of their functions is to locate
candidates to take advantage of post high school education assistance through a
program supported by Presbyterian Woman. “BEAS” stands for BETTER
EDUCATION TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS. We are currently seeking a new recipient.
In the past, several of our recipients have been individuals who were
recommended and well-known by our members and friends. This article is our
way to asking you to help us identify several worthwhile applicants who are in
need of financial assistance to complete their education in order to enter the job
market.
To be considered, an applicant must meet the following qualifications:
1. Have a plan for achieving goal and a time frame for accomplishing
their goal.
2. Be working.
3. Have completed high school, or earned a GED, and been out of high
school for at least 2 years.
4. Be drug free.
5. Be willing to have a background check.
6. Be a resident of Aransas County.
7. Be able to demonstrate a financial need.
All information will be presented on a confidential basis.
If you know someone who is interested in submitting an application for the
spring or 2020 fall semester, application forms are available from members of
the committee, or notify the Church Lady, Kimberly Durkee, and a member of the
committee will get back to you to provide application forms. We truly appreciate
your thoughts and help in locating a good applicant. This is an opportunity
that can change someone life!
BETTER EDUCATION TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS COMMITTEE of the Presbyterian Women
Kathy Henderson, Chair
Kathy Green
Adelaide Marlatt
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Presbyterian Women : Ministering to Women …
Rockport Fulton Good Samaritans aids Aransas County
residents with housing, utilities, clothing,
transportation, medicine, and food. It is an all-volunteer organization,
with the exception of lawn and building maintenance and a part-time
accountant. We need volunteers in all three areas of Good Samaritans:
•
•
•

Receptionist-greeting the clients and some light clerical jobs
Interviewers-visiting with the clients to determine how to help them
Pantry-stocking the pantry, packing the food bags and giving them out
to clients

All three area positions come with training, and shifts are only 2.5 hours,
2 shifts a day. We are currently open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 10:00am to 3:00pm. If you are interested in learning more about RF
Good Samaritans, please call Janet Gaskamp at 361-729-7415, and we can
set up a time that you can see the facility in action, as we give a “hand up”
to our neighbors in need.
MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table
FYIs and UPDATES:
1.

January’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date
January 14
January 28

2.

Host Church
First Methodist
Sacred Heart

FPC Coordinator
Sally Reynolds
Veronika Camehl

STATS for December:
10: Chicken Tenders, Mashed Potatoes with gravy, Corn
Dessert: Ice Cream with sprinkles
Number Served: 136

Host:

St. Peter’s Episcopal

Host:

All Hosts

17: Inter-Denominational Christmas Dinner
Dessert: Pies
Number Served: 200

Christmas decorating began when RYLA attendees
gathered to put up the Christmas tree for Community
Table December meals. Last year attendees included
Emma Jungman, Jade Schuler and Alexis Espino, and
students selected to attend this year were Laura Lee
Dafft, Trevor Guillen and Emily Sundberg.
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table

Approximately 200 dinners were served at the interdenominational meal held in the Miriam Ferrell Gym. The diners were treated to a
delicious menu of baked ham (provided by FPC), dressing, mashed potatoes, sweet
potato casserole, green beans, hot rolls, and pies for dessert.
Santa and Mrs. Claus also made an appearance and passed out toys and stuffed animals
to the younger crowd.
A big thank you to Tom Carl and John Dennis who managed the evening beautifully.

Just a reminder....Community Table is OPEN TO ALL and we invite you to come and
enjoy a wonderful meal. It is not just for the needy or homeless... after all, aren't we all
in need of a little fellowship with our fellow man???
Volunteers needed for all types of jobs...we can find something for you to do. (Food
handlers card required)
2nd and 4th Tuesdays...hope to see you there.
Sally Reynolds, Veronika Camehl, Tom Carl, and John Dennis
Coordinators

December in Pictures
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Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”

From:
Keith Boyer
Requested by:
Brink Brinkerhoff
Letter Received: November 26, 2019
Prayer Comforter : Stenosis of the heart
Dear Kimberly and our friends at the Rockport First Presbyterian Church,
WOW! What a surprise when I received and opened a package and found the beautiful prayer
comforter.
I instantly recognized this special piece and the meaning behind this gift as Ruth Ann and I have tied a
few knots and said a few prayers ourselves while worshiping with our friends at First Pres.
We fully understand and appreciate the uniqueness and meaning behind this special gift.
We thank our friends at First Pres, and God willing we expect to be back in Rockport some time in
January.
Keith and Ruth Ann Boyer
From:
Kay Keith’s sister, Theresa
Requested by:
Veronika Camehl
Card Received: November 26, 2019
Prayer Comforter : Miles’ wife’s stepmother with cancer
Words cannot express the deep feelings of love and comfort that I felt upon
receiving the beautiful “Prayer Comforter” and your lovely, inspiring letter.
I know Kay would have been deeply touched by the thoughtfulness of Miles, you,
and the “Sewing Ladies.”
Even though she didn’t receive the actual comforter in time, I know that the
prayers said for her reached her and sustained her. She died in God’s love and knowing so much love from
family, dear friends, and wonderful people such as you and your congregation.
Thank you, so much, I will always have the comforter near and will remember the kindness and prayers
that you sent with it.
Very sincerely,
Theresa
From:
Craig Goodlock
Requested by:
Barb Goodlock
Card Received: December 16, 2019
Prayer Comforter : Subtaneous T-Cell carcinoma
Dear Sewing Ladies,
Thank you so very much for the prayer comforter that beautifully represents the many prayers lifted on
my behalf and provides opportunity for other to add their prayers to it. Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. Phi. 4:6

Craig Goodlock
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Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”

From:
Marney Wasserman
Requested by:
Connie Schuler
Card Received: December 27, 2019
Prayer Comforter : Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer
Dear Presbyterian friends from Rockport,
Thank you so much for the lovely prayer quilt. I remember seeing those quilts hanging on the wall during the
year we lived in Rockport and worshipped with you. And I am grateful to be the recipient of one now. Thank you for
your kindness, for remember some strangers from afar, and for your many faithful prayers and support.
Dave joins me in wishing you all a very merry Christmas.

With love and gratitude,
Marney

If you would like to request a prayer comforter, please contact Kim at the Church office. You can
call or email, 361-729-6251 or fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com. Please provide the person needing
prayers name, their prayer need, and a mailing address if you would like the church to mail the
comforter.

Odds and Ends

2
3
4
5
9
11

Jad Smith
Missy Pump
Holly Hamilton
Mike Revel
Dave Ethington
Katie Henderson
Don Smith

12 Nancy Melcher
22 Bill McMurry
24 Connie Schuler
25 Patricia Brinkerhoff
26 John Watters
27 Liz Murray
31 Sue DeGayner

If your birthday is not listed, or in error, please call the church office at 729-6251.

12

This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 1/3/2020. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

January Activity Calendar
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