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From the Staff: Miles

It was a joy to meet with your Pastor Nominating Committee this past
Sunday -- yes, they are "yours" -- you elected them at the
congregational meeting. Now, they are officially on the trail of
the pastor that God will send your way.
Three things I would ask of you in the months ahead,
Remember your clerk of session, Larry's two words. Patience and
Prayer. Patience with the process and the deliberations of the
PNC. Perhaps a prayer for personal patience would be a good start. Then a prayer for the
PNC, individually and collectively. Seven faithful followers on a mission.
Finally I would add the word "Trust". Most of the work of the PNC by necessity will be
confidential. Trust them to do their work with knowledge that they will provide you with
regular updates as they conduct their search. Please don't cajole or pressure them or try to
trick them into giving you the "scoop". Shower them with prayer.
In Christ, Miles

Thank you to Michael Henderson, Kim Thompson, and Kay
Pahany for your quick thinking and responses to Mr. McKay’s
fall on January 19th. At last update, Mr. McKay has gone to
Dallas where his son lives for at least 2-3 weeks.

Worship Committee by Adelaide Marlatt
As January, 2020 ends, we rejoice in what the Lord is doing in our congregation. Our worship
continues to be enriched with great bible-based messages and music provided by our Chancel Choir and
our musicians on Piano. Rev. Stocks, who came from San Antonio, joined Rev. Miles in the pulpit. She
encouraged us as Christians to prioritize doing our Christian acts. She shared the meaning of “TNT” –
Today, Not Tomorrow” as a ranking for the Christian acts God calls on us to do.
January is also a time of restructuring our church committees as new members join our Session group
and others decide to take leave. This month, we welcome Carolyn Watters and Pam Roe to Worship
committee and look forward to having them on our team. We also say a warm thank you to Veronika
Camehl and Pati Vincent for their efforts leading and assisting the worship effort.

worship was enhanced by the following folk and their contributions:
Head Ushers:
Michael and Kathy Henderson
Head Greeters:
Kim Thompson & everyone who welcomes our worshipers
Scripture Readers: Jon Gaskamp, Barbara Fillat, Tom Carl
Communion :
Preparer:
Kathy Green and Veronika Camehl
Servers:
Janet Gaskamp, Sally Reynolds, Pati Vincent, & Ozzie Williams
Wine provided by: Sally Reynolds
Children’s Message: Carolyn Watters and Parkie Luce

Stuff
• Head Ushers : Kenny and Patsy Owens
• Flower sponsorships : Sign-up sheets to sponsor flowers in the Sanctuary during 2020
are on the bulletin board in the hallway next to the Mission Room. Take advantage of
this wonderful method to honor or remember a special person, occasion or celebration all to the glory of God...
 All February dates are taken, but March still has plenty of openings!
• National Scout Sunday is February 9h : Many thanks to our Boy Scout Troop 49 for
again honoring the day by participating in our Worship Service with a Color Guard and
reading the Liturgy. We are very proud of these fine young men…make plans to
attend.

A special thanks to those who manage the sound system and who perform the many other
unnamed volunteer responsibilities to make our worship take place. Especially we thank
the members who gave so much time and effort to carry out the special services and events
held at our church during the month of January, 2020.
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Operations Committee - Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report as of December 31, 2019
Treasurer’s Report
12/31/19

Year to Date

12/31/19

12/31/18

2019 Budget

Loose Offering
Pledges
Unpledged Giving
Castaways
Special Gifts

$ 10,418
$121,344
$ 83,713
$ 72,000
$ 6,100

$ 10,461
$124,258
$ 88,703
$ 72,000
$ 4,300

$ 10,425
$114,880
$ 83,590
$ 72,000
$________

Income

$293,575

$299,722

$280,895

Expenses

$260,330

$335,836

$257,932

Cash Over (Short)

$ 33,245

$ (36,114)

$ 22,963

2020
Budget
Income
Loose Offering
Pledged Giving
Unpledged Giving
Castaways
Total Income

`

$ 10,435
203,367
10,800
72,000
$ 296,602

Expenses
Church Programs
$ 22, 085
Church Worship
5,950
Church InReach
200
Church OutReach
400
General & Administrative
Building & Grounds
25,400
Kitchen Supplies
600
Insurance
30,600
Office Administration
27,700
Other
2,267
Utilities
22,600
Payroll
Total Payroll
193,240
Total Expenses
$331,042
Net Cash Flow for year $ (34,440)
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Kay T. Stanley
CHURCH TREASURER

Fellowship Committee - Lunch

2nd Sunday FeLlowship lunch is …
Date:

February 9th

Where:

The Youth Center

In honor of the new Session officers bring your favorite Italian dish, there is a pull tab in the
narthex, and come enjoy food, fun, and fellowship!
Brue Goodlock
Kathy Green
Robert Hamilton
Katie Ledbetter
Patsy Owens

OutReach Committee
January was a wonderful start to 2020 for our church in so many ways. One of the ways we were blessed was
by the numerous visitors who came to worship with us, both first-time visitors and frequent visitors. We hope
your visit was a blessing to each of you, as it was to us. We would love to see you back, and we welcome you
to make FPC your church home—or home away from home, if that applies!
In addition to our sincere welcome, we invite you to get involved with the opportunities our church has to
offer, both in the Rockport-Fulton community and within our church walls. In this newsletter you will find
articles about many of the activities of the church, and you can check with the church office or any of the
church elders if you’d like more information. Please feel free to get involved with as many or as few church
activities as you choose.
We work hard to acknowledge all of our visitors, and want them to feel welcome. Here are the first-time
visitors we recorded in January. Our apologies if we have missed anyone (or counted you twice!):
Jackie Barker, Junie and Gaston Brogles, Sue and Al DeJoyner, Lori and John Earhart, Sally
Jordan, King family, Elizabeth Ledbetter, Stacy Lewis, Suzanne Lewis, Tim Moede, Val and
Wayne Papple, Lisa and Paul Schambock, Liz and Larry Schuetz, Becky Strune, Meredith
Sundberg, Dotty Vasquez, Sandy Watt, Rosanne and Buddy Wolff, Delores and Wayne Yoder.
Visitors, church members, family members, seasonal friends, staff, and everyone else helped FPC begin a
delightful 2020. We can’t wait to discover what the rest of the year holds. Come find out with us!
The goal of the Outreach Committee is to make folks feel welcome, and we invite members and friends to
help us in that effort. Please let any of our committee members know if there is someone you would like us to
contact through mail, email, or phone.
Outreach Committee Members
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Program Committee-Adult Sunday School
Adult Sunday School - Winter, 2020
Study Topic: “The Beatitudes” or “Attitudes for the New Year” or “Clear Vision for
2020”
02 February

Matthew 5:7 – “Blessed are the merciful”

09 February

Matthew 5:8: - “Blessed are the pure in heart”

23 February

Matthew 5:10-12 – “Blessed are you…”

16 February

Matthew 5:9 – “Blessed are the peacemakers”

Pastor Nominating Committee
Your Pastor Nominating Committee has had it’s first meeting and will be meeting
again February 9th after the luncheon. Please be in prayer for the PNC and this
process as they move forward with the search for our permanent pastor. Remember
to pray for the person that God is preparing to bring to lead and teach our
congregation.
Kathy Green, Michael Henderson, Bruce Goodlock, Kathy Roberts-Douglass, Nikki Yarnall, Rick Roe,
Sandy Swanson, and Miles White
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Ministering to Women …
Tuesday - January 7, 2020
Call to Order: The meeting to order by Pati Vincent with 8 members in attendance. Minutes of the

December meeting were approved after corrections were made. Connie Schuler was not in attendance but was contacted about the
where the Chrismon patterns were located by Pati Vincent.

Treasure's report was attached to the minutes. Holly Hamilton reported the proposed budget for this year. Questions arose

about removing Neet Feet and increasing the amount needed for the Volunteer Appreciation Event. We will give a proposed
increase in the areas of backpack buddies, the winter women's retreat and PW birthday celebration, and Love Gifts and Memorials.
The Mo Ranch Spring Women’s amount will decrease. All other amounts remain the same. Report was approved.

Committee Reports:

Castaways: Even with being closed for a week at Christmastide, monetary funds continued to improve and the need for

volunteers continues. We feel so blessed to have our Winter Texans back to give us the added help that we so appreciate.
Furniture items and household goods are still a big need.
Good Samaritans: No report, but Christmas baskets were given out.
Missions: Parkie Luce noted that our Winter PW retreat will be held on February 8th, Saturday, from 9:00am to 2:00pm at
the Inn at Fulton Harbor. Our speaker for the day is Karen Horan from New Braunfels. She works with the homeless and college
campus groups.
Backpack Program: No Report, but an increase is needed.
Publicity: Our minutes are placed in Pres-By-Lines. Do not forget to sign up for our February 8th retreat! Look at your
weekly bulletin and monthly calendar for updates on events!
B.E.A.S. (Better Education Assures Success) Program: We received a letter of resignation from Kathy Henderson.
We appreciate all the hard work she has done on this committee for many years. A new committee was formed with members
including: Caren Cobb, Debbie Shedden, Kathy Green and Adelaide Marlatt. We will meet on January 21 after the Women's
Bible Study to discuss the purpose and guidelines for this program. Kay Patteson also agreed to meet with us as a founding
member of this program. Look for more information to come!

Old Business:

Mo Ranch: Barb Goodlock noted that PW will pay the Registration for the Spring Women's Retreat Mo Ranch (March 27-

29, 2020). We have 6 rooms filled and still have room for 4 more! We will have until March 1, 2020 to register. Barb will be the
one to assign the rooms. Kim has the registration forms in the church office. Double occupancy cost is about $210 for two nights,
with the understanding that this will include meals. We do have a scholarship available if one is needed. Please give a payment to
Holly Hamilton, our Treasurer.

Prayer Quilts: In the month of February we will be sewing on February 11 because of the Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner. There is a need for people to come and sew, iron, cut batting, and even match fabrics
and sew prayer threads. All help is needed. Barb Goodlock is always there to help with questions. Our
church continues this heartfelt ministry with the help of volunteers.

New Business:

PW Elections- Pati Vincent, Moderator, and Debbie Shedden, Secretary, have another year to serve. Holly Hamilton,

Treasurer, and Barb Goodlock, Vice Moderator, both agreed to serve another term unless someone else would like to take the
opportunity to serve.
Communication: We received thank you notes from ABC Learning Center for scholarship funds and First Assembly of God,
Pastor Bruce Frazier for the monetary" Good Neighbor" gift to their rebuilding efforts. We also received a thank you for the 22
Quilts that were provided to the Presbyterian Children's Home. It is in giving that we receive!
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner: Veronika Camehl noted that she had volunteers that wanted to cook our dinner for us. The
dinner has been planned for February 18th at FPC. Plans are being finalized.

Other Business: We authorized Adelaide to discard the Nativity Scene that was so badly broken when it
was unwrapped in December. We were going to try to repair it, but sadly too many small pieces were
missing. We hopefully will be able to find one to replace it.
Kim, our church secretary, has made copies of the Chrismon patterns and has sent them to Sue Smith.
Meeting Adjourned: With care, concerns, and celebrations in our hearts we ended our meeting in prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Shedden FPC PW Secretary 2020
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Ministering to Women …

Presbyterian Women’s Retreat
Saturday, February 8, 2020 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Inn of Fulton Harbor
215 Fulton Beach Road, Fulton, TX 78358
Harbor Room

$15.00 catered lunch from Charlotte Plummers Ladies, come and be together as we join
in fellowship. Rev. Karen Horan will be leading this special day. Our retreat will include
coffee and sharing, lunch by Charlotte Plummer’s Restaurant, and close with communion. The sign-up sheet is in the hallway leading to the Fellowship Hall. As the Psalm
says, “Praise the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me, Praise His Holy Name!”
For more retreat info text or call Parkie 361-463-1547

Spotlight on...

Prayer Comforter Ministry
By Debbie Shedden

This month we are highlighting the Presbyterian Women’s
Sewing Ladies Prayer Comforter Ministry.
Paul instructs Timothy on intercessory prayer in 1 Timothy 2:1-4, “I urge,
then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be
made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and
pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth.”
The prayer comforter ministry was created over a decade ago by Barb
Goodlock. Barb brought this unique ministry to First Presbyterian
Church of Rockport after a trip they took up north.
As many of you know, these comforters can be requested through the
church office, and then are hung on the wall for knots to be tied in as you
pray over the person in need.
Comforters are then sent or hand delivered with a letter explaining that
we are praying for them here at FPC. Responses from recipients are
printed in Pres-By-Lines when they are received.
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Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”

From:
Dorothy Cashell
Requested by:
Judith and Charles Mott
Letter Received: January 15, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Complications from Surgery
To the “Sewing Ladies” of First Presbyterian Church,
The prayer comforter that you created for me has ben a great source of comfort during my
convalescence and healing process. It truly is a visible sign of the power of prayer and community.
Thank you for your support and prayers.
Dorothy Cashell
From:
Dawn Segura, Ann & Brooks Robbins’ Daughter
Requested by:
Veronika Camehl
Card Received: January 23, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Diagnosed with Lupus
Dear Quilters,
Thank you so much for the prayer quilt, and for the prayers, time, and love included. I also love the
colors! What a precious gift. It moved me to tears. I am just so sorry that I did not send this thank you card
sooner.
I have wonderful news that my doctor informed me that my illness was not due to lupus! Perhaps from
your prayers?
Sincerely,
Dawn Segura
Austin, TX
From:
Susan Kovacs
Requested by:
Debbie Shedden
Card Received: January 24, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Death of Son, Matt Kovacs
To the Women of the First Presbyterian church:

It is difficult to put into words how much the prayer quilt meant to me. Thank you so very much. Matt’s
death has been a real loss for our family and not being able to attend his service and be with Jane, Grace, and
Jack was very sad for me, but I am physically unable to travel, especially by plane.
Your prayers are what are helping Mike, Cindy, and I to cope. I do so appreciate your thoughtfulness.
God bless each of you.
Susan Kovacs
8

Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”

From:
Danny & Kathi Pierce
Requested by:
Patsy Owens
Letter Received: January 13, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Stomach Cancer that Spread
Dear Ladies of Sewing,
Danny & I were very humbled by the prayer comforter. I place it over him when he sleeps. I have
friends come in and tie a knot and say a small prayer for Danny. This is very thoughtful and we appreciate your
prayers.
Happy New Year and God Bless!
Danny & Kathi Pierce

If you need a prayer comforter, please contact Kim in the church
office. You can call 361-729-6251, or email
fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com. Please provide the name, prayer
need, and if you want the comforter mailed, a mailing address.

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table
FYIs and UPDATES:
1.

February’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date
February 11
February 25

2.

Host Church
First Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church

FPC Coordinator
TBD

STATS for January:
14: Pork roast, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Texas Toast
Dessert: Cookies and Ice Cream
Number Served: 195

Host:

First United Methodist

Host:

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

28: Taco Salad
Dessert: Ice Cream
Number Served: 180
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Odds and Ends…..

3 Trent Harris
5 Russell Kline
9 Bill Burton
17 Terry Buhre
Jane Ethington
18 Sarah Hamilton

20 Melissa Pitman
21 Ann Robbins
22 Tom Jaggard
23 Patsy Williams
28 Kay Patteson
Jo Smith

If your birthday is not listed, or in error,
please call the church office at 729-6251.
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An Update from Katie
As I write this I am delaying finishing my final paper for my Jan Term class, Pastoral Care.
The month of January has been a crazy one. Taking an intensive class over the care of self, stories,
and system over a month has its challenges but I am also grateful it is the only class I have to worry
about right now. I am learning a lot about practical ministry in this course. This is also my first
course where my classmates are from all years and not just first years like myself. I am incredibly
grateful to have the opportunity to learn alongside students who bring multiple backgrounds and
experiences to the classroom.
Outside of the classroom has also been a crazy time for me. I turned 25, went to Mo-Ranch
twice, and took on more at work. The weekend of my birthday I was already planning on going to
Mo-Ranch to be a small group leader for Mid-Winter, a youth conference I grew up attending. It
was a really cool experience to turn 25 in the same place I turned 17 and 18. A few days before we
left I was asked to help as an adult sponsor with Shepherd of the Hills youth group. I still find it
weird that I can be an adult sponsor but had a blast the whole weekend. As we were getting ready
to leave on Sunday a friend of mine, who I met when we served as high school Mid-Winter Planning
Team (MPT) members, said if I wanted to help the following weekend they would really love that. I
almost immediately said yes. On the ride back to Austin I figured out how to arrange my schedule
and go back to Mo-Ranch the following weekend. The second weekend I was able to lead a high
school small group and help out with the MPTs. After talking with the Mission Presbytery Youth
and Young Adult Advocate I have officially joined the committee for youth conferences. Over the
two weekends, I felt a big call from God to pursue Camp and Conference Ministry as I move
through seminary. I even had the opportunity to talk to Henry Owen, executive director of John
Knox Ranch, about completing one of my internships for ordination at the ranch. Overall it was
really good time spent in the hill country.
Speaking of internships, my temporary internship with Covenant just got extended. Initially,
I was only going to be serving as the intern until the end of January but I was just asked to stay on
until the end of May. I feel like I have really found my groove at work and have already learned so
much. I can’t wait to keep serving this growing congregation and learning more about engaging
volunteers in the church. It is such a joy to share an office with Elizabeth Moore and feel a
connection to home.
I have a mini-break the first week of February between my Jan Term and Spring Semester.
With how delightful the weather has been the past few weeks I am hoping to spend a lot of it
outside before I am back in the classroom and writing papers all the time. In the spring semester, I
will be taking classes from some powerhouse women that I am very excited about. I will be in
another theology course, New Testament, Intro to Worship, and
an exegesis course over 1 Samuel. I am excited for Spring Term to
start so I can see my classmates again and get back into my
schedule of life. It is unbelievable how fast my first year of
seminary is going but every day I am discovering new reasons why
this is the perfect place for me to be and this is the right time
for me to be here.
Hope to see you all soon!
Katie
Here is photo of me and my friend Sarah at the end of Mid
-Winter weekend one. Can you tell we didn’t get much sleep??
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Odds and Ends…..

January in Pictures
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This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 1/30/2020. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

Activity Calendar
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Pres-by-lines
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