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* Stuff from the staff *
Food for Thought From Miles:
Sometimes I think we under value this thing we call community – – the
church. Our church is a very special one in the way it reaches out into
the community of Rockport. The ministry we have with Castaways and
The Community Table cannot be underestimated in their impact on the
community. One of our challenges, a major one, is to expand that
outreach deeper into the community, not just in more people coming to
Castaways and The Community Table, but in such a way that they all
feel welcome to be a part of our church family as well. I’m not sure how we do that, but it’s
certainly a possibility as we look to the future.

Coming In October
World Communion Sunday:
On October 06, we will observe World Communion Sunday and receive the Peace & Global
Witness Offering. On this day we join with Christians around the world to celebrate the unity we
find at the Table of the Lord. We receive the Offering to support the efforts of our congregation
and denomination to spread the peace of Christ. Our congregation will use 25% of the Offering
for local activities. The other 75% will help our partners in Mission Presbytery, Synod of the
Sun, and the General Assembly as they work on behalf of God’s peacemaking throughout the
world.

Wednesday Night Supper and Study:
We will continue Wednesday Night Supper and Study. We are currently studying the book
“Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again” by Rachel Held Evans.

* Stuff from the staff *
Reformation Sunday:

Traditionally celebrated on October 31st, Reformation Day commemorates the movement
started by Martin Luther in the 16th century. On Halloween of 1517, Luther, a German monk,
nailed his “95 Theses” to the door of Wittenberg Church, expressing his concerns over
corruption found in the Catholic Church. One of the primary concerns of this “open letter to
the church” was the selling of “indulgences” in order to release people from having to serve
penance for their sins, which he considered trying to buy their way into heaven. His act
opened up a debate with religious scholars of the time that eventually lead to the Protestant
Reformation.
Presbyterians celebrate the tradition that grounds their faith on Reformation Sunday, always
the last Sunday in October. It is an important day, for it allows us to reflect on and celebrate
our history, and to honor the core belief system of Presbyterianism.

COMMITTEE REPORTS - Operations Committee
Treasurer’s Report - August 31, 2019

Year to Date

8/31/19

8/31/18

2019 Budget

Income
Expenses

$186,572
$172,494

$198,221
$242,368

$187,263
$175,750

Kay Stanley,
Treasurer

Dayne Luce snapped this picture of
some very important church visitors
on Sunday, September 22nd enjoying
breakfast and a “coffee fellowship”
of their own. Thanks for sharing
Dayne. We do enjoy visits from
God’s creations so much!
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Worship Committee
As we write this, September is drawing to a close. We are completing our first month back in the
Sanctuary and Pastor Miles is getting most comfortable with the setting and our service as it is conducted
in this setting. Our Worship theme is moving from FAITH & HOPE to PRAYER & ACTION as we move
into the time of Listening and Visioning as a congregation about what we want our congregation,
mission and worship to be in the years ahead. Everyone is encouraged to be a part of this process.
With the start of October, comes the start of planning for the beautiful holiday season activities at First
Presbyterian. …….. So many things happen where we need your support and help.
Flowers for the Sanctuary are a great way to honor or remember a special person, occasion or celebration
- all to the glory of God. The sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the hallway by the restrooms.
Flowers in September were sponsored by:
September 1:
September 8:
September 15:
September 22:
September 29:

Sonny and Jacque Park
Debbie Shedden
Kenny and Patsy Owens
Miles White
Mike and Trish Revel

Many thanks to those who participated in our
Head Ushers:
Scripture Readers:

September 1:
September 8:
September 15:
September 22:
September 29:

Communion Servers:
Communion Preparer:
Door Handlers/Greeters”:

Worship Services:

Kathy Green and Pati Vincent
Yvonne Jaggard
Don Bird
Kathy Henderson
Dani Dusek
TBD
Brink and Patti Brinkerhoff, Jacque Park, and Veronika Camehl
Veronika Camehl
Kim Thompson and many others who greeted those in attendance

Thanks are also given to Carolyn Watters for her Children’s message, and to others who assist with the
service each Sunday.

On September 22nd we welcomed new members, Dani Dusek, Jim and Jenny Turner, Kathy Snyder, and
Mike Shellenbergar.
Ushers are :

Adelaide Marlatt and Nancy Melcher
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More Worship Committee : The Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
Thank you to Merlene Flournoy for the beautiful preludes.
Thanks to the Chancel Choir for helping lead worship with beautiful anthems
and offertories.

We could use more people in the Chancel Choir and Hand Bell Choir. Please
prayerfully consider joining one of these groups to provide beautiful music for
our worship.

Program Committee
If you are not hearing everything where you are sitting,
please let Tom Jaggard, Spencer Yarnall, or Kenny Owens
know about it and they will make the appropriate
adjustments to the sound system. Also, if you need a
personal listening device, just ask one of the ushers.
Youth News……..Graduates Away at School
First Presbyterian’s high school graduates have begun attending college, most away from home. Please
remember to keep them in your prayers.
Kyler Friebele is currently finishing his Associate Degree at Del Mar College with his certification in Welding.
He plans to enter the job market in January.
Katie Henderson just entered Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary this fall and indicates she is
overwhelmed in the best way possible, and says she is loving it.
Joey Manahan is currently a senior at University of Texas, Austin, in their Computer Science program,
studying cyber security.
Max Marton is beginning his first year at Texas A&M-CC. He is studying Media Arts and Technical
Communication.
Jake Parr is beginning his studies in Histor y at the Univer sity of Texas in Austin.
We will hear more from our first year students in the months ahead, but for now, please
remember to keep our Graduates in your prayers. If you have news of other FPC grads, please email the Church
Lady at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com, so that we can include their update in the next issue of Pres-By-Lines.
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Fellowship Committee

2nd Sunday FELLOWSHIP LUNCH
October 13th after Worship Service
Join your church family and celebrate fall!!!
Committee will provide baked chicken a la Chef Henderson.
Please bring one of the following: a potato
dish(hot or cold), green beans, rolls or hot
bread, salads(any type), and don't forget,
DESSERTS.

OutReach Committee
Remember the book, “Where’s Waldo?” We scanned the book’s pages, filled
with crowded throngs of people from around the world, “looking” for Waldo.
Once we found Waldo, it was easier to “spot” him on the page.
The OutReach Committee would like your help in “looking” for
visitors to our Church each Sunday. When you “spot” one, please take the time
to welcome them to our Church family.
We have developed a new way to record and keep track of our visitors each
week. Additionally, each month, we will list visitors’ names in the Pres-By-Lines.
Please take the time to read these names and “spot” the faces, especially, with those you see
visiting more than once.
We welcome the following

visitors:

Rhonda Brinkman, John and Nikki Daniels, Homer Goering, Alta Hamilton, Darrel Jonssen, Ava
Long, Jim and Becky Macha, Alice Myers, Robert and Karen Peterson, Richard and Mariam
Robertson, Chelsea Riffe, Kathy Snyder, Bobby and Patty Strieber, Gary and Carol Williams.
OutReach Committee Members:
Patti Brinkerhoff, Leanne Manahan, Susan O’Bryant, Jacque Park and Pati Vincent
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table



Hosts

FPC Coordinator

08 First Baptist Church
22 The Lion’s Club

TBD
TBD

STATS for September:
10:

Pork Tenderloin, Green Beans, and Mashed Potatoes

Dessert: Ice Cream and Cookies
Number Served:

100 guests and 30 volunteers

Host: First United Methodist
25:

Sloppy Joes, Corn, and Salad
Dessert: Cookies
Number Served: 100 guests
Host: First Presbyterian Church

Community Table Needs YOUR Help!
At the present time, there are 2 coordinators from our church to oversee
operations...this job is extremely easy and gratifying at the same time. We would
like to have 1 or 2 more individuals to help out. The time involved is approx. 3
hours (4pm-7pm) on either the 2nd or 4th Tuesdays of the month.
If you think this is something you would be interested in please contact Sally
Reynolds (361 230-5254) or Veronika Camehl (361 500-6675 or 729-0448).
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Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”

From:
Elizabeth Ellis-Halcomb
Requested by:
Debbie Shedden
Card Received: September 17, 2019
Prayer Comforter : Friend of Debbie undergoing Chemo for Breast Cancer
Dear Debbie,
Thank you for the beautiful prayer blanket. It was such a thoughtful and
meaningful gift from a dear friend at a difficult time in my life.
The cancer journey is not an easy one, but with prayer and trust in the Lord the journey is almost
completed. Even though I have had exceptional doctors who are masterful with their craft, I believe my healing
is with the grace of God and a testament to the power of prayer.
Thank you for the prayer blanket and the prayers you and your church sent my way. Presently all
reports for cancer are coming back negative.
I love you,
Elizabeth
From:
Elaine Faulkner-Overturf
Requested by:
Kathy Roberts-Douglass
Card Received: September 18, 2019
Prayer Comforter : Will have surgery for Breast Cancer
Dear Sewing Ladies,
There aren’t enough words to express my delight in receiving the prayer comforter
you made “just for me”.
All the knots will be tied with a prayer for recovery—in His name.

Elaine Overturf

From:
Nickie Knetter and Family
Requested by:
Nikki and Spencer Yarnall
Card Received: September 13, 2019
Prayer Comforter : Spencer’s cousin, Jason, was killed in a car accident
Dear Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you Spencer, Nikki, and everyone for your thoughts and prayers and the beautiful prayer quilt.
Sincerely,
Nickie & Family
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Ministering to Women …
Minutes for Presbyterian Women………………
The Presbyterian Women met in the Church Cafe on Tuesday,
September 10, 2019 at 10am.
Call to Order and after Prayer
Commmittee Reports:
Castaways:
Veronika noted Donations needed, stuff, appliances, knickknacks not
clothing.
Volunteers are also needed.
*The Neet Feet Program has been suspended due to changes in
Changes of Policy at Walmart.
* Trish Revel on Backpacks. Everything a go. Still helping 20 Families
with Weekend food.
New Business:
*Holiday Fall/Christmas Sale will be Saturday, November 2, 2019
9am to 1pm in the Church Gym.
*New Hymnals have been put on hold until 2020 Budget is approved.
With care and concerns prayed for the meeting was adjourned.
Pati Vincent Moderator
Debbie Shedden Secretary

Save the Date
SATURDAY—NOVEMBER 2nd IS THE DATE OF THIS
YEARS’ HOLIDAY SALE! The sale will feature the sale of

gently used Thanksgiving and Christmas decorating items. We need
the help of anyone who can assist with pricing and sale preparation.
Don Bird could use some help moving items from Castaways.
Pricing will begin in the Choir Room September 26th at 11am.
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Odds and Ends…
PRIORITIES
Submitted by Babara Eckelman in October 2002!

I asked God to grant me patience. God said, “No. Patience is a byproduct of tribulations, it
isn’t granted, it is earned.”
I asked God to give me happiness. God said, “No. I give you blessings. Happiness is up to
you.”
I asked God to spare me pain. God said, “No. Suffering draws you apart from worldly
cares and brings you closer to me.”
I asked God to make my spirit grow. God said, “No. You must grown on your own, but I
will prune you to make you fruitful.”
I asked for all things that I might enjoy in life. God said, “No. I will give you life so that
you may enjoy all things.”
I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as God loves me. God said… “Ahhh, finally
you have the idea.”
Stop telling God how big your storm is. Instead tell your storm how big your GOD is.
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Odds and Ends…
Darline Yeoman has moved again. This time she's only a few miles from her son,
Brian. Darline turned 89 on September 22, so would you please consider sending
her a card or note? She still loves getting mail.
Thanks very much!
Shalom, Kelly McNeely
Darline Yeoman
151 Commerce Green Blvd
Room 47
Sugar Land, TX 77478

………...…
to our Volunteers for your service
to prepare and clean up at
Wednesday Supper and Study! If
you’d like to help cook or clean up
afterwards, they’d be glad to have
you!

20

4
8
9
11
15
18

Gloria Garcia
Betsy Ann Burton
Ruben Garcia
Bev Jacobson
Michael Henderson
John Bradshaw
Parkie Luce
Gary Gilbert
Patricia Revel
Salty Cruser
Zach Schuler
Don Douglass
Debbie Shedden

21
22
26
28
31

Pat Daly
Shiloh Jordan
John Jackson
Rusty Little
Pat Baugh
Kim Thompson
Barb Goodlock
Penny Neff
Debbie Gatewood

If your birthday is not listed, or in error, please call the church office
at 729-6251 or email fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com.
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This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 9/27/19. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

Odds and Ends…
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