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“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake. 

“A Perfect Gift this Advent Season “ 
 

In the lead up to Christmas, many of us spend time in search of the 
perfect gift — the gift that communicates to friends and family 
how much we know and love them. We search our memories for 
indications of what gift might cause the faces of our loved ones to 
light up. We scour the stores and shops, hoping to come across the 
thing that will communicate a depth of love that our words cannot. 
As important as gifts to loved ones are, we have an opportunity to 
give gifts that help many people we do not know through the 
Christmas Joy Offering. These gifts in particular draw us back to the manger and God’s perfect gift to 
us — Jesus Christ. Jesus came to live among us, bringing light into darkness, and reconciliation to God 
and to one another. A perfect gift from a gracious God. During this Christmas and Advent Season, we 
celebrate leadership; past, present and future through support of the Christmas Joy Offering. We do 
so because church leaders greatly impact our lives of faith, walking with us down the path to be more 
like Jesus. We want those church leaders and their families who find themselves grappling with a critical 
financial need to have the resources they need which are provided through the Assistance Program of 
the Board of Pensions. We also support the offering to help our future leaders in the church and world, 
like those educated at our Presbyterian related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 
Supporting these students helps the whole church develop leaders who reflect the wideness of God’s 
intended diversity. For those supported through the Christmas Joy Offering, this help is truly a gift 
from above. May our gifts, and the leaders who receive them, point us always to the truth of the one 
whose birth we celebrate, Jesus Christ — the truly perfect gift. Please give generously: 
  
 Through when we receive the Offering on Sunday, December 22nd 
 Text JOY to 20222 to give $10  
 presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy  
 
To learn more about the Christmas Joy Offering, please visit:  
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions: www.pensions.org, click on Plans & Programs  
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges: www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/resc/ 
From this page, you can also link to the institutions supported.  
 

 

*  From the Staff  * 

The Church office will be CLOSED from noon on December 24th until December 27th 
for holy day observances.  The office will also be closed Tuesday, January 1st. 
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By the time you pick up this Newsletter, we will be celebrating the beginning of Advent.  
The energy and anticipation can be felt in the air and on the face of your friend as they 
smile at you from their end of the pew.  Our winter Texan friends are beginning to join 

us in church and there are new faces of visitors who are coming to First 
Presbyterian worship to hear Rev. Miles and enjoy the beautiful music of 
our Chancel choir members, our bell choir, and our great pianist, Merlene Flournoy, as they 
bless us with worshipful music throughout our service.  With Advent season, we know there 
will be greenery and Chrismons, poinsettias and carols, but mostly there will be worship and 
the telling of the story of our Christ’s coming into our world. 
 

During December we will have many opportunities to be involved with First Presbyterian 
activities.  We are a very activity oriented worship family, so if this is something you enjoy doing, read the 
newsletter and note ways you can join in and be a part of worship in December.  
 

 Thank you’s are given to the following for their help in  
 
Head Ushers:          Larry Cobb & Brink Brinkerhoff 

 Head Greeters:         Kim Thompson & everyone who welcomed our worshipers 
Lay Readers:            Janet Gaskamp, Jon Gaskamp, Barbara Fillat, Holly Hamilton 
Communion Preparer:      Veronika Camehl 

 Wine Provider:          Sally Reynolds 
 Communion Distribution: Parkie & Dayne Luce, Ozzie Williams, & Adelaide Marlatt 
 

 Lastly, a warm thank you to Carolyn Watters for her inspiring, interesting Young Diciples’ messages.  She 
does a great job making the Scriptures come alive for children and adults, alike. 
           
We also wish to thank generous, thoughtful members who provided flowers to beautify our sanctuary for 
worship. Looking forward.  Don’t forget to check the Bulletin Board Sign-up Sheets for Christmas 
Poinsettias and Sunday Flowers.   We appreciate your continued generosity in providing flowers to 
beautify our church. 
 

DECEMBER USHERS: Susan O’Bryant & Jacque Parks  
The Worship Committee 
Adelaide Marlatt,  Lois Atwood, Veronika Camehl, Mindy Durham, Yvonne Jaggard, Pati Vincent,  & Rev. 
Miles White  

Worship Committee 
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Worship Committee Continued 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS ARE ON THE WAY.  Debbie Shedden has ordered 30 
Christmas red poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary and fellowship hall.  They will be 
Christmas red with gold wrap and white bows & will cost $12 each.  The sponsor sheet to 
sign up is on the bulletin board in the hall between the sanctuary and fellowship hall.  You 
can dedicate them as remembrances to someone you love or just because it is Christmas.  
December 8th is Poinsettia Sunday.  Look for them to make their first appearance on that 
Sunday. 

Fellowship will be a reception after the Christmas Cantata 
on December 15th in honor of the Chancel Choir.  Please 

come to the Youth Center after the Cantata. 
A pull tab poster will be posted in the narthex area for you to choose what you would like 
to furnish. Choices are: sandwiches, fruit tray, veggie tray chips and dips, deviled eggs, 

nuts, and desserts. The committee will provide a cake to thank our music dept but 
additional desserts would be appreciated...cookies, brownies etc.  

Please come join us on December 15, during 

worship, as the chancel choir presents “Night of the 

Father’s Love .”  It will be a Christmas musical 

celebration of the awe and mystery of God with us. 

We will be accompanied by our wonderful Merlene 

Flournoy. 

In observance of Christmas and New Years Days, there will be no 

Choir Practice December 25th or January 1st. 

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 

Music Department 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 Treasurer’s Report 

As of 10/31/19 
 

Year to Date   10/31/19  10/31/18        2019 Budget 

Income 

   Loose Offering          $   8,056  $    8,623  $    8,688  
   Pledges           $ 96,141  $  96,852  $  95,733  
   Unpledged Giving          $ 61,631  $  72,468  $  69,658  
   Castaways           $ 60,000  $  60,000 
 $  60,000 
   Special Gifts                  ___             $       150   
________ 
  Total Income         $225,828  $238,093 
 $234,079  
  Expenses          $216,031  $297,839  
 $216,841 

 

  Cash Over (Short)       $   9,798  $(59,747) 
 $  17,238 

 
 

Kay Stanley 
Treasurer 

         

OutReach Committee 

The Outreach committee has been busy this month, welcoming returning Seasonal Texans, new 

Seasonal Texans, returning/regular visitors and new visitors to our church … please join us in 

welcoming them, too! 
 
Returning Seasonal Texans: 
Jane and Dave Ethington 

Betty and Ron Scholtz 

Betty Schultz 

Judy and Bob Williams 

 
New Seasonal Texans: 
Kathryn Elevier 

Marcie Deckeron 

Doug Goertzen 

Mariam and Richard Robertson 

Mary and Spencer Snyder 

 
We were also blessed with many wonderful visitors from the Mennonite Disaster Relief Service on 

November 17th.  What an amazing presence they have had, and continue to have, in our community 

since the advent of Hurricane Harvey.  Thank you to all of these wonderful volunteers for all the 

work you have done to help rebuild our community. 

 

Outreach Committee Members:  Patti Brinkerhoff, Jacque Park, Susan O’Bryant and Pati Vincent 

Returning/Regular Visitors: 
Rhonda Brinkman 

Karla and Eldridge Custer 

Nikki and John Daniels 

Darrel Jansen 

Donna and Orville Locklear 

Karen and Robert Peterson 

Ashley Wirz 

Sarah Wundt 

 

New Visitors: 
Cheryl and Ray Franklin 

Jean Goodwin 

Reggie and Bennett Richard-

son 

Alta Hamilton 

Mary Theisen 

Carol Parker 

Becky Strave 

Sandy Watt 
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Note from Pati Vincent, Presbyterian Women Moderator: 

This month we will be discussing Castaways on our ongoing 
information to inform our Church of the different Committees 
the PW Women serve. 

 
Veronika Camehl, Bruce Goodlock, and Don Bird are our representatives to Castaways.  We have 
approximately 21 Volunteers including Trish and Mike Revel, Patty and Brink Brinkerhoff, Kay 
Patterson, Kay Stanley, Barb Goodlock, Susan Brown, Janet Gaskamp, Patsy Smith, Connie Schuler, Pati 
Vincent, Barbara Bird, Kathy Johnson, Larry and Caren Cobb, John Marlatt, John Watters, Michael 
Henderson. Jill and Jenny, and our many Winter Visitors.  If I’ve missed anyone I apologize. 
 
Castaways is a Volunteer Organization in operation for over 40 yrs.  We receive donations, sort, price 
then hang to be put out in Shop for Sale.  We (Presbyterian Church) gather on Mondays 8-3, where we 
run Castaways that day, and Thursday 8:00 to 11:00 to price and sort merchandise. It doesn’t sound 
like a lot but there is a great deal of work that process entails. We have a lot of fun plus lunch is 
usually provided by a few ladies who volunteer to cook. 
 
The proceeds from Castaways provides Presbyterian Women the ability to carry out their various 
Organizations and Charities.  Castaways awarded over $450,000 in Scholarships last year.  Castaways 
is run by 5 Churches; Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist and the Shop.  Each 
Church donates a set percentage each month to The Shop for the overhead. 
 
There are so many opportunities to volunteer, maybe we can find one for you.  Whether it’s one hour or 
one day we will greatly appreciate your help. 
 
Anyone is more than welcome to come see what goes on. 
 
Thank you, 
Pati Vincent 
 

 
 

Ministering to Women …  
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Call to Order:   Barb Goodlock called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.   Minutes of the Oct. 
meeting were approved by motion made by Veronika Camehl and seconded by Connie Schuler.   
 

Treasure's report was handed out to members. A motion was made by Connie Schuler  to approve the 

report, seconded by Veronika Camehl and carried.   
 

Committee Reports:  
Castaways:  Veronika Camehl reported that our proceeds from Castaways are down by 25%.  We are in 
need of larger furniture type items.  With the help of Winter Texans and other members marking the items and 
getting them on the floor are improving, but we need larger "big ticket" items.   

Good Samaritans:   Janet Gaskamp reported that Christmas baskets are being prepared.  The annual Day of 
Giving is scheduled for November 12. The additional building is on hold for the time being; the grant was not 
received as expected.  

Missions:  Dani took a car load of items down to Su Casa. Training continues with the parents teaching 
parents.  

Backpack Program:  No Report given 

Publicity:  The Holiday Sale was advertized in the local papers as well as a radio station. John Marlatt handled 
the outside and "OPEN" signs.   

B.E.A.S. ( Better Education Assures Success) Program:  Adelaide Marlatt stated that the 
committee had not received a current candidate for the program.  Debbie Shedden agreed to be a member of the 
select committee.  An article ran in Presbylines on what the program was all about.  
 

Old Business:  
Mo Ranch: Barb Goodlock noted that PW will pay the Registration for the Spring Women's Retreat Mo 
Ranch (March 27-29, 2020).  We have 10 rooms reserved and we will have until March 1, 2020 to register. 
Barb will be the one to assign the rooms. Kim has the registration forms in the church office. No total cost has 
been given at the moment, but meals and food expense is expected to be around $210. We do have a 
scholarship available if one is needed.  If you would like to make monthly payments please give a payment to 
Holly Hamilton, our Treasurer.  

Holiday Gift and Bake Sale:   We made about $2400 with $400 of that profit coming from the bake sale.  A big thank you 
to Kathy Green for feeding a delicious lunch to all the workers during the sale. Thank you to all that participated and brought bake 
goods for sale.  

PW Committee Article:  We will continue to highlight a PW committee in the Presbylines each month.  December's 
article will highlight Castaways. January's article will highlight Good Samaritans.   Thank you to Adelaide for providing the article 
on BEAS in November.  Please make sure your article gets to Kim. 

PW Budget: We will discuss the 2020 budget in the December meeting.  

Flowers: After receiving 3 bids for poinsettas, Debbie Shedden said we will be receiving our order for 30 from Aransas Flowers 
in Aransas Pass. Sandy Johnson is creating the gold foiled pots with white ribbon to accent the Chrismon ornaments.  They will 
arrive on December 7th.  
 

New Business 
Good Neighbor Gift: Kay Patteson suggested that we give a  gift to the church across the street for a need they may have in 
their rebuilding process. After discussing what might be given, it was suggested that maybe a financial donation would be best.  A 
motion was made by Barb Goodlock to give $300 and seconded by Veronika Camehl.  The motion carried.  

February PW Winter Retreat: Parkie Luce asked if we would like to continue with this tradition, and she agreed to 
organize the event.  She has some speakers in mind, and suggested two possible dates, Jan. 25 or Feb. 8.   We agreed that meeting 
outside of the church and having the event catered created a special environment for us all.  More information will be given at the 
next PW meeting.  

Gifts: Kay Stanly spoke to us about the financial aspects of giving gifts. This will be discussed in detail in the December meeting.  

Meeting Adjourned:  With care, concerns, and celebrations in our hearts we ended our meeting in prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Shedden-FPC PW Secretary 

Presbyterian Women's Meeting Minutes: Tuesday November 5, 2019  

Ministering to Women …  
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A note from  

The Community Table Coordinators  

A full house at Community Table enjoyed a delicious Thanksgiving meal!  174 diners 
attended, our largest crowd since Harvey. A joint effort with all churches and 
organizations participating made it a success. Many thanks to those Presbyterians 
who came to cook, serve, visit, and clean. We walked out of a 
clean kitchen and locked the doors at 6:45...awesome!!!  
 
Thanks to: Larry Cobb, Carla and Eldridge Custer, John 

Dennis, Fred and Barbara Fillat, Michael Henderson, Linda Meyers, Tricia and 
Mike Revell, and Judy and Bob Williams. 
 
We wish to extend an invitation to any who would like to come and enjoy a good 
meal. Community Table is just that ...COMMUNITY. 
 
Hope to see you on the 2nd Tuesday in December! 
 
Veronika Camehl and Sally Reynolds, Coordinators  
John Dennis, Coordinator in training 

FYIs and UPDATES: 
  
 
1.   December’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators 

 

Date  Host Church   FPC Coordinator 
December 10 Sacred Heart Catholic Church TBD 
December 17 Inter-Denominational Christmas  TBD 

 
2.   STATS for November: 
  

 12: Ham, Coleslaw 

   Dessert:  Cake 

  Number Served:  133    Host: RAAR 

 Comments:  Ukulele players have returned to provide entertainment! 

 

 19: Thanksgiving Dinner 

  Dessert: Pies 

  Number Served: 174    Host: All Hosts 

   

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   

through the use of our facilities …    

The Community Table  
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Ministering to others through  
Prayer Comforters 

“Thank Yous” 

 

 

From:   Donna Ross for McCoy Shadrock 

Requested by:   Kim Durkee

Text Received:   November 20, 2019 

Prayer Comforter :  Germ Cell Cancer  

 

 I gave McCoy the envelope with the blanket and letter today. He was so deeply 
touched. When I asked for a picture with the blanket he held up the knot-side because he 
is so thankful for the prayers. Please share with the ladies that tied all the knots and that 
have been praying for McCoy.     

From:   Sylvia Buttler 

Requested by:   Veronika Camehl 

Card Received:   November 18, 2019 

Prayer Comforter :  Severe Back Pain  
 
 

Presbyterian Women, 
 
 Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the beautiful and thoughtful prayer 
comforter.  Believe me it has been very close to me since my surgery.  I am home and 
recovering slowly but surely and with much love and care by my husband, Randell Buttler, I’ll 

be as good as new in time. 
         Very Sincerely, 
         Sylvia Buttler 
 

From:   Robert Garcia 

Requested by:   Veronika Camehl 

Card Received:   October 15, 2019 

Prayer Comforter :  Awaiting a Lung Transplant in Seattle  
 
 

Dear Kimberly, 
 
 I would like to take this time to give Veronika Camehl a very special “Thank you.”  
In addition, there are no words that I can think of that would appropriately acknowledge 
the incredible warm feeling and appreciation I have in my heart for the Sewing Ladies of 
the Presbyterian Women’s group, and the whole congregation for the beautiful “Prayer 
Comforter” and all the prayers.  I hope someday after I fully recover I can meet with all of you beautiful people 
of God and thank you personally.   
 
         God bless you all, 
         Robert and Gracie Garcia 
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From:   Karen Peterson 

Requested by:   FPC

Card Received:   October 02, 2019 

Prayer Comforter :  Heart Issues  
 
 

Dear Sweet Church, 
 
 Thank you so much for my prayer quilt.  It is a constant reminder of your prayers 
and care.  This means so very much to me.  
 It is making trips with me to M.D. Anderson San Antonio which is surely an answer 
to prayer… They are treating me with great care.  I love the idea of the extra threads for 
them to tie! 
 
         Thank you in Christ! 
         Karen Peterson 

 

 

 

From:   Helen Bradshaw 

Requested by:   FPC

Card Received:   October 11, 2019 

Prayer Comforter :  Heart Issues  

Inscription:  “Like all good Lighthouses… This one still guides us Home.” 

 

Dear Friends, 
 You’re the lite house of my life.  I’ve heard what this quilt means to other people.  I 
can attest to that.  I forgot about these quilts.  You don’t know how I felt when I opened your envelope. 
 
         Thank you so very much, 
         Helen 

 

 

Ministering to others through  
Prayer Comforters 

“Thank Yous” 

From:   Polly Callam 

Requested by:   Veronika Camehl

Card Received:   November 08, 2019 

Prayer Comforter :  Double Masectomy  
 
 

To the “Sewing Ladies” 
 
 The quilt all of you made was beautiful.  The intentions and prayers behind it were 
even more special. 
 God is so good!  So far I have made it through like a champ! 
 
         God bless, 
         Polly Callam 
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And just like that, my first semester is at an end. Finals will be happening December 9th-13th and I would 
love your prayers for that high-stress time. At the moment I am feeling pretty good about all of my classes 
and am just sad to see them ending so quickly. The Hebrew language has become a favorite class but as we 
near the end I think I am okay to not learn any new verb tenses. Intro to theology has been so helpful in 
giving me a vocabulary to describe my beliefs and Dr. Rigby is a true gift on this campus, I can’t wait to take 
more classes with her in the future. Hebrew Bible has probably been more laughter this semester than I would 
ever expect. Rabbi Neil invited our entire class to Shabbat which I am so excited to experience. I won’t miss 
History of Christianity too much but I am excited to have Dr. Johnson in future classes.  
 

My first semester as a student senator and leading the outreach commission has been a hectic but exciting 
one. I’ve been able to have lunch with the president, meet with interfaith organizations in Austin, and help 
organize service opportunities for our campus. During reading week, before finals, I will be hosting a 
clothing swipe to help raise funds for Coats of Kids. This past weekend we organized Winter Care Kits and 
delivered them around the city of Austin to people experiencing homelessness. I am helping with the logistics 
for our trip to the border by gathering up donations, meal planning, and organizing resources. Our Students 
for Justice group just did a creek clean up on campus and are looking for ways to be more involved at the 
capitol advocating for human rights.  
 

We won our Polity Bowl Flag Football game! I made a few good “tackles” during the game and had a blast 
the whole time. My class celebrated Thanksgiving together this past weekend and we have plans for a 
Christmas party soon. The queso tour is still ongoing and I am gunning for the title, “Queso Queen.” On top 
of my busy social and school calendar, I got a job!  
 

Elizabeth (Hicks) Moore is a member and employee at Covenant Presbyterian Church. When a co-worker 
was going to be out on maternity leave, Elizabeth thought it would be a great opportunity for me to get some 
more church work experience. I am interning as the Elementary Sunday School Superintendent. A very 
formal title for being in charge of organizing binders, greeting volunteers and assisting the rest of the office 
but I am excited all the same! It is the fastest-growing Presbyterian church in the country so I am excited to 
learn all I can from in the next few weeks. The connections you make in Rockport really will provide all the 
opportunities for you.  
 

I am really grateful to be a part of the APTS community. My cohort is extremely intentional about the time 
we spend together and the ways we support one another. Members of the faculty and staff have even noted 
how much joy and love our class has brought on to this campus. Grad school isn’t easy but it is wonderful to 
be doing it alongside such kind people.  
 

I can’t wait to be home for Thanksgiving and Christmas to share more with you all!  
 

Peace and blessings,  
Katie 

An Update from Katie Henderson 

Adult Sunday School Correction: 

 

The scripture for December 22nd will be John 

1:1-5.  Don’t forget to order your book! 
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  4   Steve Crossett   
  5   Bobby Jackson 
  10  Berta Jean Little 

  11  Timothy Little 
   12  Kelly McNeely   
       13          Sonny Park  

       Alissa Spears 
  18    Boyd Braniff 
     Sandy Swanson 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
23 Lt Adam Watters 
26  Gail Johnston 

27  Theresa Smith 
31   Linda Chamberlain 
  Scott McNeely 

  Jade Schuler 
   

 

 

 

If your birthday is not listed, or in error, please call the church office at 729-6251. 

November in Pictures 
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Odds and Ends 

The Beautiful Story of Christmas 
By Alice H. Moretenson 

 

The beautiful story of Christmas 
Grows sweeter and dearer each year. 
The Bethlehem star glowing brighter 

In a world that is dark with fear. 
For deep in the heart of a Christian 
There is peace in a world at war. 

For the signs of His second coming 
Are greater than ever before. 

So let’s think of Him  in our giving,  
This gift we’ve so freely received, 

And lovingly share Him with others 
Who never before have believed. 

One candle of faith in the darkness 
Can dispel every shadow of fear. 
The beautiful story of Christmas 

Grows sweeter each day of the year. 
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December Activity Calendar 
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PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  

301 Hwy 35 North 
Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
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