
“People ministering to people in Jesus’ name.” 

Spring has definitely sprung in South Texas, and we 

are all thankful after the winter we had!  We are 

looking forward to all the fun and excitement that the 

upcoming Summer season will bring with it! 
 

As you all know, the Church Lady will be taking a 

vacation May 28th-June 8th.  The following days 

are still without desk coverage: May 28, June 2, 4, 

7, and 8.  If you can take one or more of those days, call the 

office at 361-729-6251, and let Kim know.  Desk sitting is from 

8:30-12:30, and you only need to answer the phones and let 

people in if they stop by the office.   
 

The office will be closed for the Memorial Day holiday, 

May 31st. 
 

If you are unable to attend in-person 

services at this time but you have a prayer request 

or need a prayer comforter, please call the office, or 

email at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com to request one. 
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Spring is in the air and the weather has warmed up quite a bit. We have a lot to 
celebrate in the month of May. We will have the Lord’s Supper the first Sunday in May 
followed by Mother’s Day the next Sunday, and Pentecost (don’t forget to wear red) 
on the fourth Sunday. Memorial Day is also at the end of the month. 
 
Sign-up sheets are in the hallway if you would like to provide 
flowers one Sunday. If you do not attend In-Person worship, you 
may still participate. Please contact Katie Ledbetter at 
katiedon007@gmail.com or 806-336-7893 for assistance. 

 
We are still in search of a person for 
children’s time during worship services, and someone to 
hold a time of Fellowship via Zoom before the services. If 
you feel like this is something you would like to do, please 
contact Katie Ledbetter. If you would also like to usher, be 
a liturgist or a scripture reader, we could use your help! 
Again, contact Katie Ledbetter for more information! 

 
We would like to thank everyone who has helped out during the 
month of April! Please forgive me if I left anyone out. 
 

 Ushers: Jacque Park and Caren Cobb 
 Guest Pastors: Rev. Ann Brizendine, Rev. Kathryn Mehaffey, and Rev. Don 
           Davis 
 Liturgist: John Jackson, Susan O’Bryant, and Tom Jaggard 
 Lay Readers: Kathy R. Douglas, John Dennis, Nina Dennis, and Sandy        
                                Swanson 
 Camera and Sound: John Luttman and Katie Ledbetter 
 
Live Streaming Service is at 10:30 am via Zoom and on first 
Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 
 

Join us in welcoming our May Pulpit Supply Pastors! 
May 2

nd
- Mark Stoub 

May 9
th
- Bruce Goodlock 

May 16
th
- Third Sunday Sermon 

May 23
rd

- Dan Bautista 
May 30

th
- Dan Bautista 

 
In Christ, 
Katie Ledbetter on behalf of the Worship Committee  

Worship Committee 

about:blank
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Thank you to the Chancel Choir and 

Merlene Flournoy for the beautiful, 

moving Good Friday cantata. 

Thank you Mason Jaggard for the beautiful solo on 

Easter Sunday. 

 

Summer worship is fast approaching.  Start picking out your 

favorite hymns.  Email your hymn requests to Yvonne 

Jaggard at yvonnejaggard01@gmail.com. 

“Notes” From the Music Department

InReach Committee 

The Inreach Committee has returned from sabbatical. At our April meeting we reviewed what 
we believe, and why we do what we do. As stated on the centennial quilt in the fellowship hall, 
First Presbyterian Church Rockport exists to be “People helping people for Christ’s sake.” 
Inreach fulfills that mandate by implementing and overseeing plans of care for all church family 
members. Notice that does NOT say “All official church members” but rather all members of 
our extended church family. How are we going to demonstrate care for all of our family 
members? To begin, we are focusing on the following activities: 
 

Wednesday night “Supper and Study” is in the planning stages; contact Kathy Green if you 
would like to work on this activity. 
 

Post-worship fellowship luncheons will resume soon, watch for details; contact Veronika 
Camehl if you would like to work on this activity. 
 

We hope to reactivate Stephen Ministry; if you have been trained as a Stephen Minister for this 
congregation or for another congregation please contact Debbie Shedden. 
 

Birthday cards to all family members; contact Caren Cobb if you would like to work on this 
activity. 
 

Game nights/ice cream socials during the summer; contact Kathy Green if you would like to 
work on this activity. 
 

Coming soon! Presbyterian Night Out... Watch for more information.  
 

Pastoral care, contact with shut-ins, other related services; contact Bruce Goodlock to make 
a request for yourself or for someone else, or if you would like to work on these activities. 
 

Until next month, 
Bruce Goodlock, Inreach Committee chair 
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Treasurer’s Report 

3/31/2021 
 
Year to Date 3/31/2021  2021 Budget 
 

Loose Offering $       435   $    1,500 
Pledged  $  53,536   $  38,888 
Unpledged Giving $   7,534   $  12,302 
Castaways  $  18,000   $  18,000 

  
Total Income $  82,028   $  74,445 

 
Total Expenses $  88,826   $  79,204 

 

 

By Robert and Holly Hamilton, CHURCH  TREASURERS 
 
 

 

Operations Committee -  Treasurer’s Report 

TOGETHER...AGAIN!!! 

We are planning a special event after the worship service on Sunday, May 23rd! 
 

Not coincidentally, May 23rd is also Pentecost, the Christian festival celebrating the descent of  
the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after his Ascension, held on the seventh Sunday after 
Easter. 

After the service we are planning a catered luncheon for all members and attendees of First 
Presbyterian Church of Rockport to celebrate the beginning of the opportunity for all of us to 
come back together again and to be together as a family in Faith, as we did prior to the 
pandemic. 
 

We are being careful to generally observe the guidance the CDC is suggesting for group get 
togethers, with masks and social distancing as you feel appropriate. In consideration of some 
members who might be more at risk or concerned than others, we will have an area of tables 
with greater social distancing available. 
 

Please plan to join with all of us “together again” as we use Pentecost as also the beginning of 
renewal of our time together. 

Fellowship Luncheon 
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OutReach Committee 

Excerpts from 10 REASONS TO BE GRATEFUL 
By Reverend John Roberts, Grace Presbyterian 

 
 BEING GRATEFUL WILL MAKE YOU HAPPIER – it’s impossible to be grateful and 

unhappy at the same time. 
 

BEING GRATEFUL WILL BLESS AND ENRICH YOUR RELATIONSHIPS – Philippians 
1:3 says, “Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.” Dr. Albert Schweitzer said, 
“At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person.  Each of 
us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us.” 

 

BEING GRATEFUL WILL HELP YOU SUCCEED AT WORK – Its true, that employees 
work harder if their efforts are appreciated, and bosses are more likely to encourage them 
if their positive leadership is greeted with enthusiasm. 

 

BEING GRATEFUL FOR WHAT IS, WILL MAKE YOU MORE HOPEFUL ABOUT 
WHAT MAY  

          BE – When you and I enjoy and appreciate what we have today, we are more likely to              
          believe tomorrow will be blessed as well. 
 

BEING GRATEFUL HELPS YOU DEVELOP HOPE AND FAITH – Hope and faith go 
hand in hand.  They’re prerequisites to optimism.  Optimistic people are the ones who 
achieve the greatest success and happiness in life. 

 

BEING GRATEFUL WILL MAKE YOU FEEL MORE SATISFIED – “Gratitude turns what 
we have into enough and more.  It turns denial into acceptance, chaos into order, 
confusion into clarity … it makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a 
vision for tomorrow.” Melody Beattle 

 

BEING GRATEFUL WILL MAKE YOU MORE RESILIENT – “Just an observation:  it is 
impossible to be both grateful and depressed.  Those with a grateful mindset tend to see the 
message in the mess. And even though life may knock them down, the grateful find reasons, 
if even small ones, to get up.”  Steve Maraboli 

 

BEING GRATEFUL WILL LOWER YOUR STRESS LEVELS AND MAKE YOU LESS 
ANXIOUS – Don’t worry about anything, instead, pray about everything.  Tell God what 
you need and thank him for all he has done.  Then, you will experience God’s peace, which 
exceeds anything we can understand. 

 

BEING GRATEFUL WILL HELP YOU FORGIVE PEOPLE WHO HAVE HURT YOU – 
Your ability to forgive is a gift and something to be grateful for.  Your ability to forgive lies 
in God’s forgiveness of our mistakes.  If God can forgive others, who are we not to 
forgive? 

 

BEING GRATEFUL MAKE YOU MORE ATTRACTIVE – “Choosing to smile even when 
you are having a bad day doesn’t mean you are being fake.  It means you are choosing to 
focus on all the reasons you have to be thankful instead of the reasons you have to be 
stressed.” Dave Willis 

 

Submitted by Susan O’Bryant with grateful thanks to Adelaide Marlatt 
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Presbyterian Women Report 

Welcome to PW News:  May is a busy month as the school year comes to a close 
and PW activities are no different. If you are, or want to get involved, here are 
some of the activities you might enjoy: 
 Monthly PW Meeting – May 4th at 10:00 a.m. in the MF Youth Center.  We 
social distance at the meeting and all are invited to join us. 
 Bible Study – May 18th 2:00 p.m. in the Youth Center.  We are studying the 
10 Commandments.  This study will help you understand how these ancient laws 
still relate to our lives today.  Excellent teachers, great discussion – come join us 

and enjoy the fellowship. 
 Castaways – Every Monday, all day, and Thursday Mornings - Workers are needed 

to help with the many jobs it takes to operate the store on Mondays. Also, please 
consider as you do your Spring cleaning and downsizing, to make Castaways part of 
the process.  We are accepting furniture, house wares, collectibles and jewelry with a 
variety of ways to sell some of these very special items. Pick up of bulky items can 
be scheduled by contacting Veronika, Pati, or others who work at Castaways.  If you, 
yourself, are looking to get involved, come Monday, all day, or Thursday morning.  
It’s fun, we work, we laugh, we eat, we greet our regular customers who come in 
looking for bargains.  Come join us, you’ll love being a part of our team! 

 Backpack Program:  PW is currently providing food for 30 students which they take 
home on weekends to supplement what might be available at their homes.  The 
children who receive this food are identified by school counselors, etc. as being in 
need of this help.  Trish Revel, our shopper, handles this from her garage.  If you 
would be interested in participating, share your name with Debbie Shedden and she 
will put you on the list of alternates to step in if something changes.  

 Good Samaritans:  This is another activity we do to serve our community.  
However, Janet Gaskamp, our representative, indicated they still are not using new 
volunteers.  We will keep you posted. 

 Quilting:  Sewing together for others is another thing our quilting group did before 
Covid. There is discussion about re-opening this activity.  Stay tuned. 

 
Actions Taken: 
 Landscape Committee:  After hearing discussion concerning effects of the February 

Freeze this year, an assessment Team was formed to determine the condition of 
plants, etc., in various landscaped areas around the entire facility and come up with 
recommendations and plant costs of what we can do to make it beautiful again. Team 
is made up of Lois Atwood, Caren Cobb, Adelaide Marlatt and Debbie Shedden.    All 
agreed that it was important to get this work done because the planting season in 
South Texas can be very short. 

 Spring Retreat (4/24
th

) pictures will be featured in a separate article.  A good time & 
a wonderful lunch was enjoyed by attendees. Thank you,  Parkie Luce for planning 
this inspiring time of our fellowship and fun.  
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Presbyterian Women Report 

First Presbyterian –Rockport – PW group held its first non-video 
retreat gathering since before Covid restrictions started in early 2020.    
It was held Saturday, April 24, 2021 in our youth center setting.   
 

Rev. Karen Horan was our leader and led us on an inspiring path 
rediscovering the sources we have from 
which to draw strength and resilience as 
we encounter the Mountaintop and the 
Valley experiences of our lives.  Bible 
verses such as Romans 8: 5, Jeremiah 29: 

11-14, Ephesians 4: 2, Deuteronomy 31: 6 were read and 
discussed to remind us how God is with us in these exciting, yet 
trying times of our life. 

 

She challenged us to explore “What happened? Where was God in 
all of this: and What made it so good “ in the mountaintop days 
and  the same questions coupled with “what do we need to Grieve, 
Forgive or Let go of” as we walk down the Velley paths of our Life. 
 

She wrapped up her inspiring session with three challenges: 
REMEMBER Who we are!  And REMEMBER Who God wants to be 

in our lives!  REMEMBER we can never be separated 
from God except in our own minds…..  This is the 
source of our Resilience and Strength. 
 

We closed with the celebration of Holy Communion in our retreat setting.   
We would like to thank        
Rev, Karen Horan, from 
San Antonio, Texas, for coming 
to be with us in-person and to 

Parkie Luce, Veronika Camehl (crafts), Caren 
Cobb, and Adelaide Marlatt for arranging the 
retreat, complete with a great Leader, crafts, a 
wonderful meal catered from Chew Chew , and 
the individuals who provided some delicious 
early morning tidbits. It was a great event and 
made everyone realize how nice it was to be 
together like we were.   
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 May’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators 
 

Date  Host Church    FPC Coordinator 
     May 4    Sacred Heart Catholic Church     Veronika 
     May 20    Coastal Oaks Church      Sally 

STATS for April: 
6: Chicken Tenders, Masehd Potatoes and Gravy, Apple 

  Dessert: Cookie  

  Number Served:  90  Host: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

20: Hot Dogs and Chips 

  Dessert:  Cookies    

  Number Served: 77             Host: First United Methodist Church   

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   
through the use of our facilities …    
The Community Table Drive Thru 

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY: 
Castaways Corner 

Things are going well but we sure do miss our wonderful 
Winter Texans. Thank you all for your generous 

donations…March was quite a month as far as our share of the 
proceeds. Please remember that Castaways gives $6,000.00 each month 
to the annual budget of FPC.  
 

We have been saving baby clothes and items for the last year to send to 
Su Casa de Esperanza and they had really piled up. A quick call to them 
resulted in a pickup. Charlie and Bianca Vela and their little girl 
Julianna hitched up a small U-Haul and got everything loaded up and 
on the road to Pharr. They were most appreciative and said that they 
would be glad to do this again.  
 

We love to get your donations…items that really sell well are furniture, 
gently worn clothing, and electronics. We have been bombarded with 
books lately so give us a little time to re-coop on those. Costumes jewelry 
is also a big hit.  
 

We welcome new volunteers…we can find a job for ANYBODY. Come 
join us on Monday from 9 to 3 or Thursday 8-11. 
 

Another incentive….a great lunch every Monday. 
 

Veronika Camehl & Pati Vincent 
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Ministering to others through Prayer and 
Prayer Comforters 

Aransas County 
Sesquicentennial Is 

Coming 
 
 

Get ready for the big 
celebration starting June 12th and 
continuing through June 20th.  The 
County will be celebrating its 150th 
birthday.  The week-long celebration 
will include a Founders Day breakfast, 
county fair, parade, market days, a tour 
of historic homes, and many things still 
being planned.  But one of the events 
will be recognizing the churches of 
Aransas County and their contribution 
to the county.  First Presbyterian 
Church has definitely made major 
contributions to the community and 
can trace its history back to 1869.  As 
our historical marker states “First 
Presbyterian Church counts among its 
members many community leaders and 
descendants of its founding families.” 

First Presbyterian Church in the Community 

Auditions for Nunsense 
 

Rockport Little Theatre is 
holding auditions           

May 14 – 16 for a 
November production of 
the musical comedy 
NUNSENSE. The show, 

featuring the zany Little 
Sisters of Hoboken, requires five females 
between the ages of 18 and 70 who can 
sing, act and dance.  If you’d like more 
information, text Lynn Soeby at (830) 220-

0484. 
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First Presbyterian Church in the Community 

ACISD Honored Educators 

Bobby Jackson Bobby Jackson 

per se,

John Luttman 

Yvonne Jaggard 
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01 Joann McLester 
06 Lou Fegley 

         Jeff Patterson 
     Sarah Wundt 
08 Dani Dusek 
     Bonnie Rendon 
10 Al Lind 

 
11 Susan O’Bryant 
12 Jon Gaskamp 
13 Amanda Schuler 
15 Bruce Goodlock 
16 Karlee Friebele 
17  Pam Roe 
     Jill Gaskamp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 Nikki Yarnall 
22  Jacob Johnston 
24  Elaine McMurry 
27  Reba Marton 
28  Dr. Stan Haun 

 
 

If your birthday is not listed, please contact the church office at 361-729-6251, or 
fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 

Odds and Ends 

Dear Church Family, 

     Our son, Jere, recently joined the Texas National Guard. Some of you probably re-

member Jere growing up in the church and then becoming a proud member of the Corp of 

Cadets (Squadron 16) at TAMU. He did not join the military when he graduated and 

didn't want to regret that decision in the future, so he joined the Guard in October. 

    Jere is now at Basic Training at Fort Jackson, SC. He says the only hard part is being 

away from his wife of 6 years, Tiffany and their 3-

year-old twins, Harper and Kensi.  

     Please keep our loved ones in your prayers while they 

are separated from each other. Also, I am sending his 

address in case you would like to send him a card or 

note of support. He says getting mail helps a lot.   

     Thanks very much for your kind thoughts. 

Shalom, Kelly and Scott McNeely 
 

SPC McNeely, Jere 

Co. C 3 - 13th INF REGT, 

4th PLT 

4420 Jackson Blvd 

Ft. Jackson, SC. 29207-5022 
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Odds and Ends 

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER 
1) How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the tomb of the Unkowns and 

why? 
  21 steps.  It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute, highest honor  given any military 
or foreign dignitary. 
2) How long does he hesitate after his about face to return walk and why?   
  21 seconds for the same reason as number 1. 
3) Why are his globes wet? 
  His gloves are moistened to prevent his losing his grip on the rifle. 
4) Does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the time and if not, why not? 
  He carries the rifle on the shoulder away from the tomb.  After his march across 
the path, he executes an about face and moves the rifle to the outside shoulder. 
5) How often are the guards changed? 
  Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a 
year. 
6) What are the physical traits of the guard limited to? 
  For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb, he must be between 5’10” and 
6’2” tall and his waist size cannot exceed 30”.  Other requirements of the Guards:  They must 
commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink 
any alcohol on or off duty for the rest of their lives.  The cannot swear in public for the rest of 
their lives and cannot disgrace the uniform {fighting} or the tomb in anyway.  After two years, 
the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as guard of 
the tomb.  There are only 400 presently worn.  The guard must obey these rules for the rest of 
their lives or give up the wreath pin. 
  The shoes are specially made with very thick soles to keep the heat and cold from 
their feet.  There are metal heel plates that extend to the top of the shoe in order to make the 
loud click as they come to a halt.  There are no wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform.  Guards 
dress for duty in front of a full-length mirror. 
  The first six months of duty a guard cannot talk to anyone, nor watch TV.  All off 
duty time is spent studying the 175 notable people laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery.  
A guard must memorize who they are and where they are interred.  Among the notables are:  
President Taft, Joe E. Lewis {the boxer} and Medal of Honor winner Audie Murphy {the most 
decorated soldier of WWII} of Hollywood Fame. 
  Every guard spends 5 hours a day getting his uniforms ready for guard duty. 
 

ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM O LORD, AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE 
UPON THEM. 
 

  In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching Washington, DC, our US Senate/
House took 2 days off with anticipation of the storm.  On the ABC evening news, it was 
reported that because of the dangers from the hurricane, the military members assigned the 
duty of guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were given permission to suspend the 
assignment.  They respectfully declined the offer.  “No way, Sir!”  Soaked to the skin, 
marching in the pelting rain of a tropical storm, they said that guarding the Tomb was not just 
an assignment, it was the highest honor that can be afforded to a serviceperson.  The tomb has 
been patrolled continuously, 24/7, since 1930. 
 

GOD BLESS AND KEEP THEM! 
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May Activity Calendar 
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PRESBYLINES is published monthly 

by: 

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
Email:  fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 
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