
As it was pointed out in worship this past 
week, we have celebrated our first full year 
of shared ministry together.  Tanya and I are 
still as thrilled to be a part of your lives as 

the day we first arrived.  Even though we have had a couple of 
curveballs thrown our way (as do all of us) we have had a 
compassionate and loving congregation to walk with us, and 
sometimes carry us through.  Our hearts could not be any fuller. 
Thank you for an amazing year together and we look anxiously 
toward our next year as a church and as a family. 

On another note, some of you already know that Tanya has taken on some part 
time hours at the Rockport emergency room located across the 
street from the post office.  Knowing that many of you have 
utilized this facility (and spoken very highly of it,) it is important 
for us to convey to you all that Tanya and I have always 
maintained a very staunch adherence to the rules of 
confidentiality.  In my work and in hers.  This will be especially 
important for you to know should any of you happen to visit the 

ER on the nights she is working.  By law and by her own ethic, she will not let me 
know if any of you receive any services at the emergency room unless and only if 
you give her express consent. As your pastor, I always like to know when any of 
you have special or emergent need, but it’s important for you to know that your 
privacy comes first. It’s also very important for you to know that if Tanya does 
take care of you in the ER, you must not assume she will let me know what is 
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going on.  I don’t want anyone to think I’m not reaching out in your time of need, 
it is rather, I just don’t know.  Giving her verbal consent is sufficient.  Enough on 
that! 

Now comes the time for many of our Seasonal Texans to begin their journeys back 
north for their summer getaways.  I know you have many things to do in 
preparation for your trip, but if you think of it, could you please get word to us one 
way or another just before you depart.  We wish to keep you 
in our prayers for a safe journey and prayers for a speedy 
return.  You are all so special to us and remain close to our 
hearts in your absence.   

See you in church! 

Love, 

kurt 

A Note from Kurt cont’d 

Update from the Church Lady 
We are almost ready to Launch our Realm Connect app and new website. This project fell a 
li le behind, but we’ve used that me to make improvements and learn more about the back 
end of the system. We have had a few people Beta test the directory feature of the app and 
familiarize themselves with its func ons. We are excited to finally get the app out to you! 

On March 15th, you will receive an email from Realm Connect with a link 
invi ng you to sign up for a Realm user account. You will then be able to 
set up your User ID and Password. In your Google Play or Apple App 
store, download the Realm Connect app. The icon to the right should be 
what you see in the results of your app search. Log in to the app using the 
User ID and Password you set up. 

I encourage you to look around in the app for the new directory (found by 
clicking the more tab), upcoming events that are happening, and the giving func on, which 
will allow for on-line giving or to track your giving. There is a lot more to learn about the app, 
and we will share as we learn more. The new website will be symbio c with the app and 
so ware. 

If you have any ques ons about the app, or how to use it, please don’t hesitate to call me or 
stop by the office. I really believe once you start using Realm, you will love how effortlessly it 
helps us to stay in touch with one another! 

Thank you for your pa ence with this project! 

Kim aka The Church Lady 
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Worship Committee 
Welcome Amanda Schuler as our new Worship Committee Chairperson 

from Session. 
 

In continuing to prepare for Easter, have you considered the 
sacrifice you will make in honor of the greatest sacrifice made? It 
doesn’t have to be the giving up of something material, it could 
be a sacrifice of time in pursuit of helping others. 

 

April will be here before we know it! 
 

Easter Lilies will adorn our Sanctuary on April 2nd. You can 
sign up to sponsor a lily on the bulletin board in the hallway. The 
cost is $15, and we have ordered 40. 

 

We will also begin Holy Week by observing 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
Details of Holy Week are still in the 
works. Please keep an eye out on E-blasts 

and bulletins for more details. 
 

March Sanctuary flower sponsorships are filled. Please consider signing 
up for the months ahead to celebrate a special occasion or event. 

 

 

The handbell choir is complete with the 
addition of Nina Dennis. They have been 
working very hard and will be presenting 

the offertory on March 19. 
 

On April 7, the chancel choir will present the musical,  
“God So Loved”.  Beginning with John 3:16, this 
musical tells the remarkable Passion story. The theme of God's love is highlighted 
in every step of Jesus' journey to the cross.  

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 

Music Department 
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Treasurer’s Report as of January 31, 2023 

 A COLUMBARIUM  for FPC  
a place for urns holding cremains may be interred in niches 

 
 

1.       Do you have any interest in one or more of these 
niches for you or your family? 

2.       Do you think $1200 per niche is something you would 
consider? 

3.       A standard niche is 7.5”x11.65” a double is 7.25” x 
21.65”. 

 
 
If you are interested in knowing more, please contact the 

church lady, 361-729-6251, for more details. 

 

Year to Date         01/31/2023         2023 Budget 

 

Loose Offering $      1,181       $            500 

Pledges      37,977                22,145 

Unpledged Giving      5,115          3,750 

Castaways       6,000          6,000 

Interest              4                 2 

Total Income                $ 50,277          $  32,814 

 

Expenses           $ 29,874           $  28,323 

Robert and Holly Hamilton 

CHURCH CO-TREASURERS 

Operations Committee  
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InReach Committee 
Wednesday Night Supper and Study now meets 
at 5:00 in the cafe, so we have more time for 
eating and visiting. Supper is provided by the 
participants on a rotating, volunteer basis. 
 
Our study is based on a Lenten daily devotional 
that was developed by PC(USA) in 2021-- The 
Way to Shalom, A Lenten Journey to Peace 
and Wholeness. Everyone is invited to join us; 
we can easily and quickly make a copy of the 
devotional for you. 
 
Bruce Goodlock 

Fellowship Luncheon 

Second Sunday Luncheon 
  
Please join your church family March 12th for our 
  
SOUP SALAD SANDWICHES and SWEETS 
luncheon 
  

Pull a tab from the poster and 
bring something yummy to share with your 
friends…there may be door prizes! 
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Castaways 
Things are going well…we can still use your 
donations. Furniture, small appliances and 

housewares are always great sellers. 
 

We are so pleased to have Amy Booth volunteering with us. 
Her mother-in-law Sandy was such an integral part of the 
Castaways story and it is so nice to have her carrying on 
the family tradition! 
 

We can find a task, either big or small, for anyone…you 
make your own hours, get to know the people you sit by in 
church a little better and enjoy a delicious lunch every 
Monday. Come join us, you’ll have a great time!!! 
 
 

Connie Schuler and Veronika Camehl 

                                        MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY...   

OutReach Committee 
The Outreach Commi ee firmly believes that its duty is to reinforce our church's 

duty:  "The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church (Outreach Commi ee) is to Serve with 
Convic on, Nurtured by the Love and Grace of God".  While it is my deep personal belief that 
our congrega on is already extremely outgoing, and eager to share with others our collec ve 
Missions, it never hurts to remind ourselves that while the stranger in the pew near you may 
be a passer-by vaca oner or an out-of-town visitor, they may also be looking (shopping) for a 
new church family for themselves.  Please don't be shy, s ck 
your hand out and introduce yourselves.  Tell them you're 
glad they joined us today and would love to see them 
back!  While I don't think there's a chance in the world of this 
ever happening, the last thing we want is someone leaving 
our Church Service and saying to themselves or anyone 
else:  "...they sure weren't friendly......."   

 
Thanks, and God Bless!   
Dayne C. Luce, (Chairman) and Your Outreach Commi ee.   
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Ministering to others through  

Prayer Comforters 

From:  Dan and Lynda Palm 
Prayer Comforter :  Dan’s Health Issues 
Requested by: Debbie Shedden 
 

 *Special thanks to Debbie Shedden, Barb Goodlock, Pam Roe, & all who shared in this 
beautiful gift.* 
 
 Dear Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
 Dan and I were so very touched by your gift-”Prayer Comforter.” Your prayers and the quilt 
 cover us with the warmth of God’s love. 
 We thank you for this prayerful, thoughtful gift. 
 
 With loving thanks, 
 Dan & Lynda Palm 

 March’s serving schedule  
Date    Host Church____________ 
March 7   St. Peter’s Episcopal  
March 21   First United Methodist Church 

 
STATS for February: 
7: Pork Tenderloin, Garlic Roasted Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls 

  Dessert: 7-Layer Cake  

  Number Served:  119  Host: Holy Cross Lutheran 

21: Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Garlic Bread 

 Dessert: Ice Cream Cups 

 Number Served: 165  Host: First Presbyterian Church 
   

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   

through the use of our facilities 
Thru Community Table 
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Greetings, Welcome to First Presbyterian news and Info bites about 
our what we  are doing or are planning for the next month or so. Ash 

Wednesday and warm weather signal that spring is coming to South Texas and the pace will be picking up 
both at Church and in our daily lives. 
Before we leave February, a big round of thanks go to Parkie Luce and the others who 
worked to provide the winter retreat, themed Renew, Refresh and Rejoice.  Our speaker 

Rev. Ann Brizendine presented a day of inspiration and information.  She 
talked about different types of prayer and told us how each could be used 
in our efforts to stay refreshed and inspired in our daily spiritual lives.  
We enjoyed a wonderful catered meal and a quick craft.  The day was 
closed with communion.  Attendees (22+) went back to their usual lives, 
Renewed, Refreshed and Rejoicing. 
 
Moving into March,  
PW Meeting – 1st Tuesday, (March 7, 2023) @ 10:00 a.m. – Enter 
through “Café Door”. 
 
Sewing – Prayer Quilts, etc. 2nd Tuesday (March 14) @ 9:00 – 12:00 a.m. Jobs for 

Everyone. 
 
Bible Study – 4th Tuesday (March 28) 1:00 p.m. 
Remembering the Sabbath – Lesson 6- If you like the 
study & discussion of bible scriptures, this is for you!  
This study is designed so you can “Jump in” at any time.  
Open to anyone. 
 
Castaways – Monday 9 – 3:00 Anytime you can share.  
There is a job for you and folks who will  
show you how to anything assigned to you. Don’t need to stay all day. 
Thursday 9 – 11:00 Pricing and Getting items ready 
for sale. 
Sunday 3 – 4:00 Hanging items on the Sale Floor. 

   Look for more details in Castaway’s Corner. 
 
Other activities:   
Beas Scholarship program- PW is asking for your help in finding 
another recipient for the Fall 2023 semester. 

 
Backpack program continues:  We 
currently serve 30 children at Fulton Learning Center with  
special food-filled backpacks to assure food at their homes for the weekend. 
 
Good Samaritans Participation It was indicated Good Sam needed volunteers 
for the M-W-F time frames. It is a good effort and serves people of our own 
community.  A reminder was given that a needs list has been set up on Amazon  
so that even if you are unable to shop individually, you could still order food for 

Good Samaritans and it would be delivered to them. 
 

Prayer Comforters – It was indicated that 12+ prayer quilts were completed in January.  The 
Sewing ladies are still a need for batting & people to sew.  Barb Goodlock expressed thanks to 

the Winter Texans & members who have been coming to help with the sewing activities.  
 

Ministering to Women …  
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MO Ranch - The 2023 Session is March 24-26. The excitement is 
building as the date 
 approaches.   Our cluster is in charge of conducting the event, so 

planning and 
 make-ready is underway with many who are attending.  Safe travel to all who are attending.   
  

Easter Lilies - PW will be in charge of signup, purchase and arranging Easter Lilies to be used on Easter 
Sunday, April 9th. 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner – March 9, 2023 - Veronika Camehl announced planning for this event is 
underway.  She indicated cooking prep work will occur on Wednesday, March 8th and decoration will be 
March 9th at 1:00.  This event is held each year to recognize and honor the many volunteers. 
 
PlasticLidsChangeLives – Adelaide Marlatt shared with information about a project that she learned about 
from a Corpus Christi church that involved saving screwable plastic lids which are then shipped to Banco de 
Tapitas in Mexico where they are sold to a recycler and the money used to provide Chemo Treatments for 
children.  She asked if the women might collect them for a couple of months to help with the project which the 
Rotary Interact club is doing until the end of school.  There was excitement about the effort, however, she was 
asked to validate whether this was a real endeavor.  PW will discuss further at the March meeting. 

Hang on to your hats, March and April breezes are on the way. 

God’s grace be showered upon each of you, 

Adelaide Marlatt 

Ministering to Women …  

The Men’s Group gathered to clean up the empty lot by 
Castaways. Many hands made quick work! Thanks to all 
that came to help! 

 

Ministering to men…  

Presbyterian  
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A group of 4 FPC members and 1 
“seasonal Texan” from 
Presbyterian Men’s Group (PMG) 
made a trip on the last Monday of February to Puentes de Cristo in 
Hidalgo, Texas. Puentes de Cristo has been a border ministry for 38 

years as a part of the PC(USA) and a part of Mission Presbytery for most of that time. We went 
as a group to assess for ourselves the current activities and needs of Puentes de Cristo, with 
authorization by PMG to contribute up to $500 towards current needs as appropriate. The group 
met with Caly Fernandez, Executive Director of Puentes de Cristo and learned that she is one of 
only 4 staff members there. Hidalgo County has a population of 1,000,000, of which 400,000 
live at or below the poverty line. Of the 850 Colonias in Hidalgo County, Caly has chosen 3 
Colonias to focus on, and she works with county and local groups and border area non-profits 
to minister to those people. She also partners with UTSA and Texas A&M University Agrilife 
Extension Program to set up community gardens. Many of the residents of the Colonias lack 
access to transportation and to knowledge about healthy foods, so this is a vital function in a 
population where diabetes is very prevalent. 

A few Presbyterian churches in Mission Presbytery contribute funds to Puentes, but fewer than 
10 churches are regular contributors. Consequently, the building out of which Puentes operates 
(an older concrete block building that was formerly a Baptist church) is in disrepair and needs 
$5000 in repairs just to continue being insured. Repairs were to begin the day we were there. 

The group that went also committed to rebuild a fence around the community garden which 
exists behind the Puentes building in the very near future. In addition, we plant to continue the 
conversation with Puentes de Cristo. If you have questions about what we learned, or want to 
learn more about Puentes, ask one of us, or go to: https://puentesdecristo.org . 

Kurt Simon, John Dennis, John Gaskamp, Larry Cobb, Bernie Juday 

Ministering to men…  

Presbyterian  
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History of Cheezer the Church Mouse 

by Charlie Schuler 

I took the youth group to a church in San Antonio for a Presbytery 
Retreat. The Sanctuary had a vaulted ceiling with exposed beams 
and ra ers. On one of those sat a stuffed white mouse; I just had 
to know the story! I asked a church member who told me it was 
their church mouse; occasionally he would change loca on and 
everyone had fun looking for him. 
 
I of course “borrowed” the idea and gave it our own twist. I found 

“Cheezer” in a toy store, brought him to Children’s Time, and introduced him as 
our Church Mouse, who would be worshiping with us each Sunday, though he was 
a bit shy and would be trying to hide so we would have to look for him in order to 
make him feel welcome. 
 
I went first and managed to place him on top of the speaker on the west wall. 
A er that the kids, and the occasional adult, took turns; the only rule was he had 
to be at least par ally visible. Some mes he moved weekly, other mes he stayed 
in place for a while. Eventually the novelty wore off, but he stayed with us (except 
for Sundays in Lent), o en giving rise to the ques on from visitors: “What is it 
with the mouse?” 

It is our hope to start a section of the newsletter 
where we share the history of our church, itʼs 

people, and our traditions. If you have a story, a 
memory, or a picture of an event, or someone youʼd 

like to share, please send them to me at 
fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com or stop by the church. 
Itʼs important to keep moving forward, but there is 

 Odds and Ends  
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More Odds and Ends  

 

 

 

  1 John Daniels 

   Susan Brown  

      6  Al DeGayner 

      9 John Marlatt 

                    Mike McConville 

    11 Sally Reynolds 

13 Dot Rau 

       Katrina Shull 

14   Jerry Buhre 

15 Sarah Zupanic 

18  Yvonne Jaggard 

19  Jeane Lind 

 

 

 

20 Miles White 

24    Ted Little 

26     Susan Forrest 

31    Patsy Owens 

 

If your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be, contact the office at (361) 729-6251  

or email fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com. 

Elijah Peña, the Church Lady’s son, is 
making his Rockport Little Theatre debut 
as Hector MacQueen in “Murder on the 
Orient Express.” The show is Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, March 17-April 2. 
Tickets are $20.00 and can be purchased at 
rockportlittletheatre.com, or at the doors 
the night of the show (unless they sell out). 
Congratulations Elijah on this huge 
accomplishment! 

Photo Credit: Traca Martin 
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March Activity Calendar  
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PRESBYLINES is published monthly 
by: 

First Presbyterian Church  

301 Hwy 35 North, Rockport, TX 78382 

Phone (361)729-6251;  Fax (361) 729-6299 

Website: www.rockportpresbyterian.org 
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