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A Note From Kurt
As I have stated from the pulpit and to many of you individually, WOW!
We are so overwhelmed by the welcome we have received since arriving
in Rockport and more specifically, First Presbyterian Church of Rockport.
When I talk with people not associated with the church in the Rockport
area and tell them who I am, their first response is usually a comment
about how friendly this church is and how they impacted them is some
positive way. Tanya and I have said it on more than one occasion; “We
are home!”
We are humbled by the kindnesses and acts of generosity you have
extended to us and how genuinely kind this church has been. It is my
greatest desire to respond in kind as best I can, to be a pastor who is attentive to your needs
and hopes, not only for our church, but for you as individuals. I hope I can respond in kind by
being a pastor who can help you all continue to grow in your faith and who can receive your
help so I can continue growing in my faith.
I found it rather interesting that prior to the congregation taking a vote on hiring me as your
pastor, I was not invited down for what is known as a “candidating sermon.” This is when a
pastor will visit the church, lead worship, and then after worship the congregation is allowed to
ask questions of the pastor/candidate, the pastor is then excused, and discussion takes place
and the congregation votes as to whether they feel this is a good match. I have since learned
that this is a tradition found in the northern churches and not so much in the southern churches.
One thing I like about this, is that it allows you all to ask questions, sometimes the hard
questions, about beliefs, approaches, like, dislikes, etc. As I expressed to your PNC, (and I say
to you all, bravo to them for the level of screening they did before presenting me to you) I want
to make sure there are very few surprises about what kind of minister I am. They allowed me
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to brutally honest with them, and they in turn were brutally honest with me.
So, what I’d like to do in this, my first newsletter submission, is hit a few of the questions they
presented me with that I feel are important for you all to know about me and my style as a
pastor. It isn’t by any means an exhaustive list, and I also hope that it’s a starting point for
further conversations between us. It is important to me that you all know I’m an open book
and find very few questions or topics of discussion to be off limits, or third rail issues.
One of the most important questions they asked and expected me to answer was: “Do you
preach political sermons?” I think I got the gist of their question and understand its
importance. My answer was this: As a pastor, there are several very important boundaries that
I do my very best to guide my daily decision making as a pastor. At the top of that list is the
sanctity of the pulpit. I believe with my whole heart and being that the pulpit belongs to God
and to God only. I will never intentionally preach a political or intentionally divisive sermon.
But, and this is a very, very important but, and if it wasn’t so rude, I’d type it in all capital
letters because I see it as so important and also have found it to be a source of friction, if I ever
preach a sermon that may offend someone’s politics, that does not make it a political sermon.
This is so important, especially these days when there is so much political division present in
our country that I will remind us all from time to time of this. However, if I ever preach
something that might be construed as “political,” I urge/beg you to come talk to me in genuine
Christian love and openness. If I cannot show that what I preached wasn’t in line with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ then I am duty bound by my ordination vows and sense of right and
wrong, to retract what I said. If, on the other hand, I can show how and what I have preached
to be in line with the Gospel of Christ, then I trust we can both grow from this exchange and
part with a loving embrace. This also has a second component to it that bears mentioning. If I
am fearful to preach to anything that is happening in our world or try and bring a Christian
response to world or local events, then I am being disingenuous and a fraud to my calling. I
try to choose my words very carefully and sometimes I fumble, in those times, engage in
conversation with me, don’t leave the church in disgust or disappointment. I promise to do the
same.
This is getting rather lengthy so I will stop with this first question and address some of the
others later. Let me conclude by saying that we are so blissfully happy to be here and I cannot
state that enough. It is my hope and prayer that together, we can continue to move this church
in a direction God’s leading. And I thank you for entrusting your care to me and look so very
forward to working with you all and getting to know you all in a much more meaningful way.
Blessings, and see you in church!
Kurt
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Worship Committee
We are so excited that Rev. Kurt Simon is with us and has been with us
since February 20, 2022. If you missed his first sermon, you can view it on
Facebook. We are so blessed to have him, his wife, Tanya, and family with
us.
We need flowers in the sanctuary! Please see the sign-up sheet
in the hallway going toward Fellowship Hall and sign-up for a
Sunday you would like to donate flowers. We have two stands on
either side of the Pulpit where flowers can be placed.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped out during the
month of February! We really appreciate each of you!
Live Streaming Service is at 10:30 am on First Presbyterian
Church’s Facebook page.
In Christ,
Katie Ledbetter on behalf of the Worship Committee

Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
The chancel choir will present “The Living Last Words” on
April 15 at 7:00 pm. This dramatic, powerful work is
inspired by the Seven Last Words of Christ with
imagined responses of witnesses at Calvary. Please join us
on Good Friday.

Welcome New Members
In February we welcomed Becky Struve
and Sandra Watt to our congregation as
members.
If you are a guest and do not have a
church home, we hope you will give
prayerful thought to becoming a part of our
church family. We invite you to unite with
us by profession of faith, reaffirmation of
faith, or transfer of church letter.
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Operations Committee - 2022 Budget
Income
Loose Offering
Pledged Giving
Unpledged Giving

$

6,000
184,950
39,360

Other Income
Castaways
Total Income

5,020
72,000
$307,330

Expenses
Church Programs

16,771

Church Worship

3,400

Church InReach

300

Church OutReach

300

General & Administrative
Building & Grounds
Kitchen Supplies

27,700
600

Insurance

38,400

Office Administration

29,750

Other
Utilities

1,715
21,600

Payroll
Total Payroll

216,032

Total Expenses

$355,968

Net Cash Flow for year

$ (48,638)

Robert and Holly Hamilton
Co-Treasurers
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Operations Committee - Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report as of January 31, 2022

Year to Date

01/31/22

Loose Offering/Other

$

Pledges

659

2022 Budget

$

500

27,596

15,413

Unpledged Giving

2,940

3,280

Castaways

6,000

6,000

2.00

5,002

Miscellaneous Income
__

________

Total Income

$ 38,697

$ 30,194

Expenses

$ 15,691

$ 29,725

Robert and Holly Hamilton
CHURCH CO-TREASURERS

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY...
Greetings from Castaways,
All things are going well, not much to report.
Can always use more volunteers and donations…we
welcome both.
Furniture, small appliances, and housewares are big sellers. Our clothing donations are at an
optimum but will gladly take those also.
We can arrange to have large items picked up…just give us a timely head’s up please. We
prefer not to pick up leftover garage sale items but they can be brought to the store.
Huge thanks to Larry and Caren Cobb for delivering 19 boxes of infant/children’s items to Su
Casa de Esperanza in the Pharr. We collect these things over a several months period and they
are received with much joy by worthy parents. Thank you again Larry and Caren.
We enjoy a wonderful lunch on Monday…come join us and see for yourself what’s happening
at this vital outreach.
Connie Schuler
Veronika Camehl
Castaways Volunteers
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY

through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table Drive Thru
March’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date

Host Church____________

March 3

St. Peter’s Episcopal

March 15

Rockport Ladies Lions Club

STATS for February:
1: Pub Burger w/Lettuce, Tomato, Chips
Dessert: Cookie
Number Served:

110

Host:

Coastal Oaks Church

Host:

Rockport Lion’s Club

15: Pulled Pork, Caesar Salad, Pizza, Chips
Dessert: Cookie
Number Served:

103

Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters

From: Michael Cullinan
Requested by: Beverly Jacobson
Letter Received: February 01, 2022

Prayer Comforter : COVID-19 Pneumonia
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Ministering to Women …
If you are signed up for Mo-Ranch March
18-20th, please consider joining the PW of
Mission Presbytery Spring Gathering group on Facebook, you can read about
the workshop leaders and opportunities for spiritual inspiration!

Ministering to men…
Men's breakfast March 16th 0700 hrs. in the Café. The
menu is a secret this month! Join us for a brief meeting, Presbyterian
a great meal, and fellowship together!
Michael Henderson

An Update from Katie
February was, as expected, a full month! My final semester began with
class meetings, chapel rehearsals, senior sermon planning, reading, and
writing endlessly. Plus, one of the many joys of being a senior means
spring semester is job searching time. Looking for my next steps is a fulltime job, it feels like. Endless conversations with camp and conference
centers and references, you name it. I have talked to them. There is joy in
the chaos of discerning the next steps, but there is also stress. Trying to
determine where God might be calling you involves a lot of questions
and time for reflection, but it feels like there is very little time available to reflect.
Amongst the chaos, I have found plenty of time to dig in deep to friendships. I celebrated
Galentine’s Day on February 13th with some of my favorite women. We gathered in the park and
shared coffee and stories of the past year and what it means to be a woman in ministry. It was one
of those shockingly warm February afternoons, so even the weather seemed to provide joy to the
conversation. Part of the challenge of graduating in May is leaving this community I have worked
so hard to build over the past three years. While we get to celebrate each other in job offers and
decisions, we know that we won’t be all living so close for much longer. We all seem to be a little
more eager to say yes to a coffee chat or play pickleball in the park or watch a movie together.
Anytime we can spend together feels like sitting in that warm February sun, enjoying the warmth
while it is present.
February also included my senior sermon. As I write this, I am a few days from preaching, but
here is how I hope it went. GREAT! People laughed, my mom cried, we sang great music, and I
was proud of the way I could articulate the gospel on a Thursday morning. If it went any different
than that, then I don’t think I would prefer to share. For the past two years, I have thought about
what my senior service might sound like. Who I might mention and who might be involved. It was
such a joy to put together. It has also been a great joy watching my classmates put together their
senior services. We finally get to show off what we have been learning and processing on this
campus. Seeing the church's future on this campus gives me lots of hope for what is coming next.
And as for the future church, the youth seem to be doing well! I have served with Mission
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An Update from Katie
Presbytery’s Youth Connection Committee while in seminary. This means I have been able to
help plan and host Midwinters with the youth of Mission Presbytery. Gathering at Mo-Ranch,
sharing in the tradition that began the spark for my call to ministry is such a blessing. I have
learned the art of quick-shifting on plans, collecting information from teens even when it feels
like pulling teeth, and being in awe at how each individual is called to act out their faith. Again,
as I write, Midwinters has not taken place, but I have high hopes for a successful youth gathering
in just a few days.
March includes more of the same excitement. I’ll be traveling a bit for fun and spring break in
San Francisco. I will also be attending the Women’s Conference at Mo-Ranch and look forward
to seeing some of yall there! One of my best friends and classmates is leading music with her
sister. What a gift it will be to share with yall! March will likely and hopefully include more job
searching and discerning. I ask for your continued blessings and prayers as I seek to figure out
where God might be calling me next on my journey.
Love you all!
Katie

Odds and Ends

1 John Daniels

13

Dot Rau

26

Susan Forrest

Susan Brown

15

Sarah Hamilton

30

Bob Bernardy

4 Pete Chamberlain

18

Yvonne Jaggard

31

Patsy Owens

6 Al DeGaynor

19

Jeane Lind

9 John Marlatt

20

Miles White

11 Sally Reynolds

24

Ted Little

If your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be, contact the office at (361) 729-6251
or email fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com.
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We will participate in One Great Hour of Sharing, as well as the FISH, but our
fish were lost in the mail. We have re-ordered. Please save your change until we
can distribute our beloved FISH banks!
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This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 2/25/2022. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

March Activity Calendar
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