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From the Church Lady
Does anyone know where February went?? Last month was a
whirlwind of activity, and then a very unexpected week of staying home
and getting creative with the family while we waited for Texas to thaw!

Our volunteer T.E.D. (Televisual Experience Director), Tom Carl and
Dianne will be returning to Illinois soon and we find ourselves needing
volunteers to take over working the camera as well as
assisting with the sound system during Sunday worship
service. We would like to get a couple of volunteers to
learn each thing so no one person is always needed. If you
are interested in helping, please call me at the church
office, 361-729-6251, or Katie Ledbetter at 806-336-7893. If you’re not
sure if this would be the thing for you to help with, but are thinking about
it, give us a call. I would be happy to talk with you about how we run the
camera!
We’ve also put a hold on our Zoom Fellowship time before
services because we need someone to run that time. If you
would like to do that, please reach out. It would be from 9:30
-10:15.
On a personal note, Daniel and I wanted to thank everyone for their
prayers, notes, and words of encouragement after his
mother’s passing. Bonnie was a wonderful, funny, vibrant
soul, and we will miss her so very much.

Worship Committee
February has been quite the month! We have experienced extremely
cold weather and still dealing with COVID-19. However, we have
moved into Lent. The cross is up in the church and each week will be
adorned with new items as we remember what Jesus did for us. Be on
the lookout for new additions leading us up to Easter Sunday!
We would like to see flowers in the Sanctuary. Do you have someone you would
like to commemorate or just give to the Glory of God? Sign-up sheets are in the
hallway in the church if you feel inclined to provide flowers one Sunday. If you
do not attend In-Person worship, you may still participate. Please contact Katie
Ledbetter at katiedon007@gmail.com or 806-336-7893 for assistance.

If you would like to help out with In-Person worship, we do
need ushers, liturgist, and scripture readers! We are also in
search of a person for children’s time during the worship services. If you
are interested in serving in any of these positions, please contact Katie
Ledbetter at katiedon007@gmail.com or 806-336-7893.

We would like to thank everyone who helped out during the month of February! Please forgive
me if I left anyone out.

Ushers: Kathy Green and Katie Ledbetter
Guest Pastors: Rev. Laurie Palmer, Rev. Dr. Sallie Watson, Bruce Goodlock
Liturgist: Tom Jaggard, Tom Carl, Larry Cobb
Zoom Hosting, Camera and Sound: John Luttman, Tom Carl, Daniel Durkee, Kim Durkee

For our Home Worshipers:
Zoom Fellowship: We will hopefully resume this as soon as we have someone to lead it.
Call Kim at 361-729-6251 or Katie at 806-336-7893 if you would be willing to host
fellowship!

Live Streaming Service: 10:30 am on First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page
If you missed service, you may also watch on First Presbyterian Church’s YouTube channel.

Join us in welcoming our March Pulpit Supply Pastors!
March 7th - Rev. Ann Brizendine
March 14th - Rev. Carol Rahn
March 22nd - MP Third Sunday Sermon
March 28th - Rev. Estela Sifuentes
In Christ,
Katie Ledbetter on behalf of the Worship Committee
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Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
The chancel choir is looking for new members. Please prayerfully consider joining
us as we sing our praises. We practice on Wednesday afternoon from 5:30-6:30 pm.
Many thanks to the Chancel Choir and sing leaders who help us worship on
Sunday.
Thank you to Merlene Flournoy for her beautiful preludes. We are so blessed to
hear her every week.

OutReach Committee
Maybe you have some questions about Lent …
Is Lent in the Bible?
Today, Lent is connected with the 40-day fast that Jesus undergoes (Mark 1:13;
Matthew 4:1–11; Luke 4:1–13). Mark tells us that Jesus was tempted by Satan, but it
is in Matthew and Luke that the details of the temptation are fleshed out.
What is Lent period in Christianity?
Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian calendar.
... By observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and
withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. Lent is marked by fasting, both from food and
festivities.
Who practices Lent?
Lent is practiced by most Christian groups, including Roman Catholics, Episcopalians,
Presbyterians, Methodists, Anglicans and Lutherans.
Why is Lent important to Christians?
As an important religious observance in the Christian world, Lent is the season to
observe and commemorate the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
son of God, our Savior and Redeemer. It is an opportune time to reflect on what it
means to be a follower of Christ.
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OutReach Committee
What is the color of Lent?
Advent and Lent are periods of preparation and repentance and are represented by
the color purple.
What is said while receiving the mark of the cross during Ash Wednesday?
When the ashes are drawn on the forehead, the priest say one of these:
“Remember, O man, that you are dust, and unto dust you shall return.” “Turn away
from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.”
What is another word for Lent?
You can discover 35 synonyms, antonyms, idiomatic expressions, and
related words for lent, like: loaned, borrowed, holy-week, candlemas, eucharist,
easter, lenten, Ash-Wednesday, holy-communion, bestowed and brought.
Submitted by
Susan O’Bryant
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Operations Committee - Treasurer’s Report
2021
Budget
Income
Loose Offering

$

Pledged Giving

6,000
155,552

Unpledged Giving

49,210

Other Income

15,020

Castaways

72,000

Total Income

$ 297,782

Expenses
Mediation

$

3,750

Church Programs

16,630

Church Worship

4,200

Church InReach

300

Church OutReach

300

General & Administrative
Building & Grounds

25,400

Kitchen Supplies

600

Insurance

34,000

Office Administration

26,950

Other

1,715

Utilities

20,600

Payroll
Total Payroll
Total Expenses

199,978
$334,425

Net Cash Flow for year

$ (36,641)

Kay Stanley
Treasurer
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY...

Rockport Fulton Good Samaritans is currently open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. There are precautionary efforts to ensure the health of all, such as the clients
speak with the interviewers over the phone and any assistance, such as food or vouchers, is
delivered to them outside at the front doors. Good Sams is working with a smaller crew, as
most of the volunteers are retired, and some have opted out of volunteering at this time. We are
fortunate to still be able to help our Aransas County neighbors in need, and appreciate the
support of many of the local
churches, including First
Presbyterian. Thank you!

We survived the FREEZE, closed
down for 5 days but no damage to
our building.
We were very excited to be at the top of the proceeds for January and most of the credit goes
to YOU. Your donations made this possible and we want to express our appreciation…keep it
up please.
We were very blessed to have a whole house of furniture donated by Barbara Woods, sister of
Brink. Our handsome and very strong men picked it up, delivered most to the gym, and
brought much to the shop. The moving crew included Brink, Larry Cobb, Al DeGaynor, Bruce
Goodlock, Steve Cashell, Tom Carl, and a buddy of Tom’s named Rick from the RV park
where the Carls call home during the winter (sorry did not get last name, maybe he’s in the
Witness Protection Plan). You might want to come to the shop next week and check it out. A
big thank you to all involved!!!!

We also want to thank Maria Bajema for her relentless work regarding items that are placed on
Facebook and eBay….she walks in with a big smile and a big check and we are so grateful for
her efforts.
It takes a village, that’s for sure, and now with the vaccines being more readily available, more
of our volunteers are returning. We can always use more volunteers and we can certainly find
a job that fits your skill set. Please remember that a portion of our proceeds go directly to our
church budget and it’s a great way to spend time with your church family. Lunch on Monday
is a big part of our mission and we invite you to join us.
Pati Vincent & Veronika Camehl
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY

through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table Drive Thru
March’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date

Host Church

FPC Coordinator

March 2

Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Veronika

March 16

Women’s Lion Club

Sally

STATS for February:
2: Italian Spaghetti Mac, Veggies, Bread
Dessert: Cookie
Number Served:

70

Host:

First Presbyterian Church

Host:

First Baptist Church

16: Cancelled due to inclement weather

Aransas County Sesquicentennial Is Coming
Get ready for the big celebration starting
June 12th and continuing through June
20th. The County will be celebrating its
150th birthday. The week-long
celebration will include a Founders Day
breakfast, county fair, parade, market
days, a tour of historic homes, and many
things still being planned. But one of the
events will be recognizing the churches
of Aransas County and their contribution to the county. First Presbyterian
Church has definitely made major contributions to the community and can
trace its history back to 1869. As our historical marker states “First
Presbyterian Church counts among its members many community leaders
and descendants of its founding families.”
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Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”

From: Steve Lyons
Requested by: Sandy Swanson
Letter Received: February 21, 2020
Prayer Comforter : COVID-19
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Ministering to others through

Prayer Comforters
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Ministering to others through

Prayer Comforters
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Ministering to Women …
Wow, it is March already and things are finally warming
up and activity is picking up as people plan ways to be
with other church members and safely share freeze stories and plans for spring activities. If
you have been hunkered down in connection with Covid protocol or winter illness and cold,
and are ready to join in again, here is a reminder of what is being offered in March that you
might enjoy:
Monthly PW Meeting – March 2nd at 10:00 a.m. in the MF Youth Center. We “social
distance” at the meeting and all are invited to join us. Come join us, we are a fun group
of ladies talking about the important projects carried out by the women and our church.

Bible Study – March 16th 2:00 p.m. in the Cafe. We are half way through the 10
Commandments & will be studying #6. This study will help you understand how these
ancient laws still relate to our lives today. Excellent teacher, great discussion – come
join us.
Castaways – Every Monday, all day, and Thursday Mornings are Presbyterian Days at
Castaways - Workers are always needed to help with the many jobs it takes to operate
this retail store. We need furniture, kitchen items, blankets and “DIY” books. If you
have things thst need to be picked up, call Veronika, Pati or anyone that you know
works at Castaways. Castaways is very important to our community and our
congregation as one of its projects, so if you can free up some time, (1 – 2 hours a week
is enough) come join the group. It takes a lot of people to make this operation run.
You’ll love being a part of our team!
Good Samaritans: This is another activity we do to serve our community. Because of
Covid, they do not operate at full level. At present they are open for calls MWF – 10:00
a.m.- 2:00, however they are only using a small group of volunteers to interact with
clients. Their current need is individually wrapped toiletries. If you have these to
spare, bring them with you when you come to worship Sunday.
Backpack Program: PW is currently providing food for 30 students which they take
home on weekends to supplement what might be available at their homes. The children
who receive this food are identified by school counselors, etc. as being in need of this
help. Right now with Covid, Trish & Mike handle most of this, but we’ll keep you
informed as they need your help.
Late Breaking News and Actions Taken:
1.

Our Retreat scheduled for March 13th has been delayed until a later time in April. Parkie
Luce, Retreat Coordinator indicated it was still Happening, just later in the Spring.

2.

Easter Lillies are being made available for purchase at $10 each. We plan to use them
to make the Sanctuary beautiful for Easter and then you can take them home to enjoy in
your home.
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Ministering to Women …
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Ministering to Women …
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The Men’s Group has been sponsoring Chelsei for a few years now. They help fund her schooling at a
cost of $95/year. As Chelsei moves forward in school, the cost will go up.
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An Update from Katie
February was quite the ride for me. A new semester started which meant readings,
papers, discussions, class meetings, and all the other meetings. This was also my first full
semester having a dog on campus which already adds to your schedule. And then the ice
storm hit.
So far, this semester has been anything but normal. Our campus
was closed for a solid week because of the snow and the ice and
the lack of resources. Thankfully most students living on campus
had power and water the entire storm but many students living
off-campus were not so lucky. It was a great joy to be living in a
community during such a scary time. Neighbors were constantly
checking in and sharing resources. I was without internet for most of it but had access to
all other needs. Our power was turned off for a few hours on Friday but it was above
freezing outside so it was manageable. By the time the weekend rolled around everyone
was so tired and a bit shocked that our classes would be resuming as normal on Monday morning. After talking
with several students about the need for a moment to breathe and not stress about assignments I decided I had
some power in the situation.
I serve on the Program of Study Committee with my classmate David Kim. Once a month we
meet with the heads of each department, the academic dean, and the registrar to discuss academic requirements for students and course projections. David and I decided this committee
would be the perfect place to advocate for all pass/fail courses for the semester for our classmates. We collaborated quickly to get them a proposal before the faculty meeting took place.
Our proposal was accepted and now all students can take all classes without question pass/fail
this semester. Many students and professors have noted this is a huge relief to not have to be
worried about grading but rather just thinking about gaining something
from the courses. In the grand scheme of things, this was a little way to
support the community but it was a very exciting way to serve my classmates.
After a week of the storm and stress, my body was tired so I spent the next week struggling with allergies and flu-like symptoms but just needed lots of sleep and water. I kept thinking about how an ice storm feels a lot like needing to prep for a hurricane except it is scarier
when the whole state is going through it and not just the coastline. I pray
that you all fared well and felt the same joy when the sun showed its face again that I did!
This first month has been anything but normal but I am happy to report that my Presbyterian
heart is loving taking Polity. I am learning all the details of what it means to be a Presbyterian
and how to keep things orderly. My spirituality for church leaders class has been a wonderful
moment of reflection for me as well. Hoping to take many of the class's practices forward with
me in the future.
March hopefully has less snow but just as much going on. For spring break my friend Sarah
and I are driving to St. Petersburg, Florida to spend time with our friend Megan McMillan who recently accepted a
call as the associate pastor of First Presbyterian Church there. I can’t wait to share stories from that trip and what
else happens during the month of March. Bright sunny days and warmer weather are ahead dear friends!
Praying we enjoy the sun,

Katie
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Odds and Ends

Where God is, there is hope for the suffering and the vulnerable.
Together, we become the household of God. We extend shelter to those who have no place to stay, offer
compassion to those who have pain—be it physical, emotional or spiritual—and we set a feast, with God, for those
who lack access to enough food to eat. God’s household filled with love and everyone is welcome.
Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world.
This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing.

1 Susan Brown

15

Sarah Hamilton

30

Bob Bernardy

4 Pete Chamberlain

18

Yvonne Jaggard

31

Patsy Owens

6 Al DeGaynor

19

Jeane Lind

9 John Marlatt

20

Miles White

11 Sally Reynolds

24

Ted Little

13

26 Susan Forrest

Dot Rau

If your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be, contact the office at (361) 729-6251
or email fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com.
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This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 3/3/2021. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

March Activity Calendar
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