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*Note from Kurt*

Hyacinth Loyson, a French minister, is credited with saying: “The one who
plants trees, knowing that he will never sit in their shade, has at least started
to understand the meaning of life.” What does this mean? I was reading a
piece about oak trees. Oak trees are amazing plants. They have, on average,
a 900-year life cycle. It takes about 300 years before it reaches full maturity
and when it does, it has about another 300 years of life. During this time, it
produces life sustaining acorns for a whole variety of species from bears, deer,
and squirrels as well as habitat for all kinds of wildlife. Then after this 600year span, the tree starts dying. Even the dying process is crucial to our
ecosystem. This is when small insects start to spring into action. Their role is to start breaking
the tree down. These insects provide food for a variety of life forms, and the byproducts from
the insects return to the earth to provide the stuff of which soil is made. So, an oak tree is a
900-year-old gift to the planet.
Back to Pastor Loyson’s point: When someone takes the time and care to plant an oak tree (or
any tree for that matter,) water it, nourish it, protect it from the elements, they are giving a gift
to future generations of which they themselves will never benefit. According to Jesus, this is
the meaning of the Christian life. As his disciples, we are called to set aside our own interests,
desires, and needs and instead be concerned about and serve those who have less than us.
Christian discipleship is a tall order and Jesus knew it wouldn’t be for everyone. He did want
us to consider what it is he is asking of us before we sign on. The concern of others, even those
whom we may never know, is a virtue Christ hopes for all of us. To plant a tree that we
ourselves won’t enjoy is symbolic of this higher calling we have from Jesus. Let this be our
focus as we strengthen one another in mutual prayer, worship, and discipleship.
Blessings,
Love kurt

Worship Committee
By Katie Ledbetter

Summer is near and the weather has really warmed
up! It has been nice to have some rain during the last
part of May. We have really needed it. This month
brings more exciting happenings around the church.

Pentecost is on June 5th. Remember to wear
your red! We are also in the process of

ordering new banners. We hope you enjoy the new additions
when we receive them!

Sign-up sheets are in the hallway if you would like to provide
flowers one Sunday. If you do not attend In-Person worship,
you may still participate. Please contact Katie Ledbetter at
katiedon007@gmail.com or 806-336-7893 for
assistance.
We would like to thank everyone who has
helped out during the month of May!
Live Streaming Service is at 10:30 am via
Zoom and on first Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page.
In Christ,
Katie Ledbetter on behalf of the Worship Committee

Operations Committee , Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report - YTD April 30, 2022
Income

4/30/22
$124,240

Expenses $ 95,919

2022 Budget
$105,777
$113,757

By Robert and Holly Hamilton, Co-Treasurers
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Summer Hymns Chosen by YOU

June 19, 2022

June 5, 2022
G2G 625

How Great Thou Art

G2G 22

God of the Sparrow

G2G 701

In the Garden

G2G 291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
June 12, 2022
G2G 250

G2G 192

Lord, the Light of Your Love is

Shining
June 26, 2022

In the Bulb There is a

G2G 14

Flower

For the Beauty of The Earth
The Old Rugged Cross

Turn Your Eyes Upon

G2G 451

Jesus
G2G 157

Lord, Prepare Me

Open My Eyes, That I May See

I Danced in the Morning

Fellowship Committee

Fellowship Luncheon, Sunday June 12th
immediately following church services.
Channel your inner “Godfather”
and bring an
Italian themed dish
to share with your
church famiglia!
It’ll be a luncheon you can’t refuse!

3

Vacation Bible School

G'day, Mate! Join the trip of a lifetime as we zoom off to
the land down under.

July 25-29, 2022
8:30am-12:30pm
Hello Church Family,
We are jumping in feet first to Vacation Bible School this year. It is a bit of a
late start but I just don’t want to see it not happen so I have volunteered to
lead the way again. I know several of you have already expressed an interest in
helping (or have already signed up to help) and we will need you for sure! The
theme this year is Zoomerang, an Australian outback kind of theme. We have
ordered some supplies and decorations and are anxiously awaiting their
arrival. I am also looking for a local charity to choose for our offerings. (We
chose Cat Tails rescue last year) If you have ideas I am open to suggestions.
Spencer’s son from England is coming over and we will be out of town for the
next few weeks visiting him in Florida. I hope to do a bit of planning during
my travel time so please feel free to email, text or call if you are interested in
helping us this year.
Nikki Yarnall
361-205-2861
Nikki44y@gmail.com
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News from Presbyterian Women …
June Presbyterian Women (PW)
This article wraps up many of our activities for the first part of
the year. We do not hold monthly PW meetings during June,
July and August. We usually take these months off to free up
time for summer activities both in the church and with our families. Important
activities like Castaways, sewing of Quilts, etc. will continue.
If you are new and are looking to making more friends within our congregation, read on…….
We provide the following to give you an update on PW activity dates and a view of what is
happening with the various activities.
Our fun activity for May, the PW Birthday Celebration was held May 10th. This is a PW
fundraiser held by PW groups everywhere to raise money for National recipients who have been
pre-selected and screened. This years recipients will be Mission at the Eastward (MATE)
McCleary House (Transitional Housing in Farmington, Maine), Inglesia Presbiteriana de Lares,
Puerto Rico, as well as, the Aransas County Childrens’s Coalition which we added, each
received a share of the funds collected. We had a delicious catered meal and heard a
presentation by Dianne Nielsen, Executive Director of the Children’s Coalition of Aransas
County. A total of $859 was raised for the various charities.
Here is a rundown of activities:
Bible Study — A new study will start in the fall. Stand by, it is the cloud you see on the
horizon and news about it will be shared very soon.
Quilts — If you are looking to spend some time with “ladies who sew” this is a
great place to do it. This month they will meet on JUNE 21, 9 – 12. Most of the
time, activity revolves around creating the beautiful prayer quilts you see hanging,
waiting for people to tie prayer knots. In addition, Pam Roe has put together some
beautiful kits your can sew up at home on your own time. The fabric colors are
delightful and will brighten your day as you sew.
Castaways — Busy as usual. We really could use more volunteers. Our regulars are traveling
and healing from surgeries and Ms. Veronika is making her usual request for summer
volunteers to help staff the Store on Monday and mark merchandise on Thursday morning.
Come with a plan to two hours or so at first. This is a place where you can work and visit
and have a good time and make someone else’s life easier by allowing them to spend a few
less hours helping to man the store.
Veronika Camehl provides the regularly scheduled times to serve in her Castaway article.
School Weekend Backpack — Trish Revel reported this program is not active during the
summer. The school system will be providing breakfast and lunch for students during the
summer months in connection with their ACE programming. We are currently providing
food for 30 students during the regular school year.
Good Samaritans — are making an appeal for Kid friendly food items which they will be
distributing throughout the summer.
Have a great month,
May God’s grace be showered upon each of you.
Adelaide Marlatt
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Birthday Offering Testimony
A Bit of Research from our own Karen Winterowd
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY...
First Presbyterian Church Warming Station
Some of First Presbyterian Church’s leaders are exploring using the
Miriam Ferrell Youth Center as an emergency warming center this winter.
We envision opening to anyone who needs a warm place to
sleep whenever extreme cold weather is expected.
American Red Cross has agreed to partner with us in providing training for
volunteers who will serve in a variety of roles. This training will be partly
online and partly face-to-face. Our initial training will be scheduled soon.
Please consider, prayerfully, if you are being called to serve as part of this
ministry to our community.
“What good is there in your saying to your brothers and sisters, “God bless
you! Keep warm and eat well!”—if you don't give them the necessities of
life?” (James 2: 16, Good News translation)
For more information, contact Sandy Swanson or Bruce Goodlock.
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY...

CASTAWAYS CORNER
Greetings from the Castaways Volunteers.
We are working hard and getting donations but WE
NEED MORE. Is it time to clean out the garage or storage unit? We can sell it and help the church at the same time.
We are in dire need of a cashier…does this sound like something you
might enjoy??? You can make your own hours and enjoy a wonderful
lunch every Monday. Contact Connie or Veronika if you would like to
help.
Donations that are most appreciated are:
Furniture
Housewares
Small appliances
Fishing tackle
Gently worn clothing
Garden items
Connie Schuler & Veronika Camehl

Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans
Hey GOOD SAMARITANS‼️
Our local and Aransas County kiddos will soon be out of school
and on Summer vacation.
We need to plan ahead & help Good Sam’ out with “KID FRIENDLY
FOOD”.
Remember some of that stuff our kids thought were a treat⁉ Lol
PBJ or honey
Fruit juices
Boxed Mac & Cheese
Spaghetti O’s
Canned soups or stew
Beanie-weenies
Sloppy Joe Mix
Chili - Spam - Vienna sausages
You probably can top these suggested items.
Let’s do it & help keep some hungry, little kids feeling better
about their family and their security.
Our prayers for the ministry being done with our GOOD SAMARITANS
FPC Rep, Karen Winterowd.
7

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table

We are overjoyed to announce that
after a pandemic and then a flood, we
are FINALLY able to join together in
serving Community Table meals in the
Youth Center again.
We will begin this Tuesday, June 7th. We could
definitely use more volunteers to help with serving
and especially cleaning up. If you are able to help
out, please come in through the Magnolia Street
door at 4:00 on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month!
June’s serving schedule:
Date
June 7
June 21

Host Church
First Baptist Church
Sacred Heart Catholic Church

STATS for May:
3: Mike’s Mexican Casserole, Spanish Rice
Dessert: Cookie
Number Served:

90

Host:

First Presbyterian Church

17: Pulled Pork Sandwich, Coleslaw
Dessert: Cookie
Number Served: 73

Host:

Rockport Association of Realtors
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Ministering to others through
Prayer and Prayer Comforters
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Birthdays
June 3
June 5
June 10
June 18
June 20
June 24

June 25

Helen Bradshaw
Caroline Bernardy
Mindy Durham
Jake Parr
Brandon Henderson
Veronika Camehl
Merlene Flournoy
Kyler Friebele

If your birthday is not listed, please call the
church office and let us know. We want our
records to be accurate and include
everyone.

First Presbyterian Church
of Rockport honors all
fathers on June 19th, and
every day of the year!
What a blessing each one
of you are to the families
that you lead and raise up!
Many blessings to you, not
only on June 19th, but
every single day!
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This Activity Calendar is current as of 06/03/2022. For a more up-to-date version, please go to www.rockportpresbyterian.org

June Activity Calendar
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