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*  Stuff  from the staff:  Pastor Ed* 

As I write this, Christmas is barely over, the poinsettias still look healthy and are still in 
the sanctuary. The beautiful greenery and Chrismon tree are still in the sanctuary and 
New Years’ Eve is still a few days off. Between now and January 1, you may be 
tempted to make a few New Year’s resolutions. You may resolve to actually make it to 
the gym more often. You might resolve to spend more time with your spouse and 
children or your grandchildren. You might resolve to lose a few pounds.  
 Earlier this week, I read an article online that promised to tell the reader the 50 
top New Years’ resolutions and how to make them a reality. The truth is that most folks 
give up on their resolutions by Valentine’s Day. Most of the time, the resolutions we 
make are significant lifestyle changes that require discipline and resoluteness. Almost 
everyone who makes a New Year’s resolution finds that they are just too tough and 
require more resources and time than most people have at their disposal.  
 With 2021 upon us, we may be tempted to make some resolutions about the new year trying to forget 
that the resolutions we made in 2020 were overshadowed by COVID-19. 2021 looks to be a year where 
COVID-19 will continue to dominate the news, science, and almost every aspect of our lives. The promise of 
effective vaccines to immunize folks against COVID-19 will become more and more a reality as the winter 
moves into spring and then summer. As more and more people receive the vaccines, we will begin to have 
more and more normalcy in our lives. We will probably be able to return to in-person worship with minimal 
physical distancing requirements. Based up the predictions that I have read, once the overwhelming majority of 
the congregation has been vaccinated this will become possible. I am sure we will return to limited in-person 
worship before that happens, but we can all agree that we long for the day when the strongest and most 
vulnerable, the oldest and youngest, the brave and the timid will all feel comfortable and safe returning to in-
person worship. 
 For 2021, I pray that this congregation experiences more and more unity, supports and encourages the 
Session and staff as they navigate the final days of the pandemic, embraces the community around us in new 
and creative ways, finds ways to share our faith with those who don’t know Jesus, finds ways to embrace the 
changes that a post COVID-19 world will discover are necessary, prays for the total eradication of the COVID-
19 virus, prays for those scientists and medical professionals working towards that end, and opens our hearts 
and arms to the men, women, and children whom God is going to send our way. 
 May God bless each friend and member of this congregation in the year ahead. Never forget that God 
loves you and so do I. 
 
With Christ’s Love for All, 
 

Pastor Ed 
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*  Stuff  from the staff:  The Churchlady* 

So long 2020!!!!  Hello 2021!  We welcome you, and the 
hope that you bring for an eventual return to some 
kind of “normalcy!”  I am amazed by how quickly we 
were able to pull together and work to create a fun 
and entertaining e-edition of the PBLs at the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, and even more 
amazed at our congregation’s ability to adapt to Zoom 

services, and then again at the end of the year when we returned to the 
sanctuary and began Facebook Live streaming. 
 

Website Changes 
We are still improving and learning new things everyday (that’s the positive from 
the pandemic, I suppose).  One of those improvements is to our website.  There is 
now a link to our Facebook page as well as our Youtube page in the top right hand 
corner of the church’s webpage, www.rockportpresbyterian.org.  Click either link 
and it will take you directly to our pages so that you can either watch the 
Facebook Live stream, or the pre-recorded Youtube video. 
 

You can also check the website for our on-line newsletters, and other updates to 
things such as worship services and Community Table. 
 

The link to the church directory is still located on the lower left of the page.  
Please call the church office if you don’t have the current password. 
 

Volunteers Needed 
I am looking for a few people who would be interested in being 
office volunteers on days that I need to take off work.  If you 
are able to come in and answer the phones during the week from 
8:30-12:00, please let me know.  VeeAnn Wright and Carolyn 
Watters have moved away, so I’m needing to train a couple of 
new people on this task.  Please call the office if you can help. 
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Worship Committee 
This month our column will be devoted to saying THANKS to so many who 

are active in making our services inspiring and beautiful.  December has had 

many special additions to the services, some from the Advent devotional 

“Those Who Dream”, some introduced by Rev. Boyce and some we are very 

familiar with as we reached into our traditions to enjoy the music and 

worship traditions that are a part of Advent Season at First Presbyterian Church, 

Rockport.  It made for a rich and interesting Advent/Christmas season of person-to-person 

and live, on-line services. 

Those Volunteers Assisting as: 

Ushers:     Sally Reynolds, Ozzie Williams, Sandy Swanson, 

 Adelaide Marlatt, Pam Roe, Rick Roe, and Susan 

 O’Bryant.   

Communion Preparer:    Debbie Shedden  

Church Decoration:   Susan O’Bryant, Pam Roe, Dani Dusek,    

     John Marlatt, Jr., Ozzie Williams,  

     Adelaide Marlatt, Allison Michaels  

Lay Readers:   John Jackson, Bruce Goodlock,  

     Rev. Marion C. Boyce 

Chrismon Service:   Susan O’Bryant 

Advent Candle Lighters:  The Jaggard Family, The Roe Family,  

     The Luce Family, The Carl Family 

Visiting Seminary Student:   Katie Henderson 

Camera & Sound Operators:  Tom Carl & Daniel Durkee 
  

 We also give a very special THANKS to our gifted Choral Dept. who provided special 

music to enrich our Worship and to Debbie Shedden who coordinated purchase and 

arrangement of the Poinsettias and to the PW who purchased them.  The twenty gorgeous 

red poinsettias that decorated our Sanctuary and other areas were beautiful and were 

enjoyed by worshipers during Advent and Christmas. 
 

On behalf of the Worship Committee, we 

would like to wish each of you Best Wishes 

for a great 2021.  We look forward to 

worshiping with you, your friends and 

extended family for another year whether 

that is person-to-person, Zoom, Facebook Live 

or just as your watch YouTube videos, 

knowing others have watched before and will come after you.  We are creating future 

worship videos which will remain into the future.  
 

Lois Atwood, Yvonne Jaggard, Pam Roe, Dani Dusek, Rev. Ed Boyce and Adelaide Marlatt  
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"When you discover and use your gifts for the good of those you love and have chosen to serve, your 
life takes on beauty. It inspires others. It points toward the Creator." - Tom Patterson (as cited 
in More or Less) 

Thank you to the chancel choir, Merlene Flournoy, Yvonne Jaggard and Connie Schuler for the 
beautiful music for Advent and Christmas. 

Thank you to Michael Henderson for stepping in at the last minute to help record. 

We will be preparing hymns and anthems to begin the New Year.  We would love to have a few 
more singers.  
 

Rehearsals will be on a Wednesday’s at 5:30 pm. 

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 

Music Department 

In Reach Committee 

The InReach Committee would like to thank the cookie bakers that 
volunteered their time and talent to making delicious holiday treats to those 
who needed a little “cheering” up.” 
 

                   Veronika Camehl 
       Caren Cobb 

       Holly Hamilton 
      Debbie Shedden 

     Pati Vincent 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0781408202/?tag=ashldany-20
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Treasurer’s Report as of November 30, 2020 
 

 
 
Year to Date          11/30/20         11/30/19      2020 Budget 
 
Loose Offering/Other  $     2,755       $     9,279     $        9,565 
Pledges    177,004          105,290    186,420 
Unpledged Giving     15,707   65,587       9,900 
Castaways      66,000   66,000     66,000 
Special Gifts         __              ________ 
Total Income              $261,466        $246,156 $ 271,885 
 
Expenses         $267,121        $234,468 $ 304,028 
 
 
 

Kay T. Stanley  

CHURCH TREASURER 

 

Operations Committee -  Treasurer’s Report 

OutReach Committee 

New Year’s resolutions are an important first step to creating real, lasting change. 
 
Although resolutions do not create the change, they do allow us to 
have a goal. When we combine that goal with action and persistence, our 
lives can be transformed. Unfortunately, of the over 133 million Americans 
who will make New Year’s resolutions in 2021, less than 10% will keep them.  
Below, are some ideas for starting and keeping your resolutions. 
 
1).  Find Community 
Surrounding yourself with a community of believers who will encourage and challenge you 
could be the “One Thing” that helps you to achieve all of your other New Year’s resolutions. 

The writer of Hebrews understood the importance of community and writes 
this in Hebrews 10:24-25, “And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another.”  Authentic 
community helps us stay true to what we say and reminds us that we are 
not alone. One of the best ways to find great community is to get 
involved with our church’s outreach activities such as volunteering at 
Castaways or Community Table. 

 
2).  Improve Financial Health 
As a nation, we are infatuated with improving our financial lives. Yet, despite access to more 
resources than ever, if credit-card debt is any indication of our fiscal health, we 
are very ill. According to the Federal Reserve, U.S. households 
collectively have more than $1 trillion in credit-card debt, which is the 
most ever in U.S. history.  Unfortunately, one reason for so much debt is a 
lack of planning on our part.  Proverbs 21:5 says, “The plans of the diligent 
lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty.” 
When we partner with God and understand that we are stewarding 
resources He’s given us, the drive to be responsible spenders becomes great. 
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3).  Reduce the Noise 
One of the sentiments often heard among Christians is, “I 
wish I had a closer relationship with God.”  This is something 
many people strive for. In fact, a big reason (if not the biggest 
reason) for attending church, spending time in prayer, 
delving into the Bible, and enjoying fellowship is so that we 
develop a more intimate relationship with God.  Although God 
desires to have a better relationship with us, it does take action on 
our part.  Matthew 6:33 urges us to “…seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” We must remember 
that the word ‘seek’ is a verb, and therefore requires action. 
In today’s fast-paced society, where it seems like everyone and everything is begging for our 
attention, reducing the noise, combined with prayer, fasting, and study will take effort, but it is 
worth it.  One of the best ways to focus your heart on God and to grow in your relationship 
with Him is through a daily devotion. Spending time with God on a daily basis will have a great 
impact on your spiritual walk with the Lord. 
 
5).  Commit to Reading the Bible 

In his book Of God and Men, A.W. Tozer writes, “The Word of God, well 
understood and religiously obeyed, is the shortest route to spiritual 
perfection. And we must not select a few favorite passages to the exclusion 
of others. Nothing less than a whole Bible can make a whole Christian.” 
As Christians, we base not just our lives, but our eternities on the 
Bible. Much of who we are is formed around the words that make up this 
great book that is, “alive and active, sharper than any two-edged sword…” 
as described in Hebrews 4:12.  If we desire to know more of God, to 

experience a more intimate relationship with him in this new year, then we must learn from 
Him.  Fortunately for us, understanding more of God can often be as simple as opening His Word. 
 
6).  Discover your Purpose 
In “The Purpose Driven Life”, Rick Warren states, “If you want to 
know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with 
God. You were born by his purpose and for his purpose.” 
Whether it was when you graduated high school and had no idea 
what would come next, or when you finally retired and had years of 
blank space ahead of you, all of us have had moments of 
uncertainty in our lives.  Purpose is the rudder of our ship called life 
that helps guide all of our decisions. 
A great way to begin discovering your purpose is by taking the DISC Personality 
Assessment.  This personality test will help you better understand how God has created you. After 
you discover your strengths, try to find ways to use the gifts God has given you to serve your local 
church! 
 
7).  Improve physical health 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says, “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of 
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not 
your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies.” 
Undoubtedly, the most common New Year’s resolution in 2021, will be to 
improve physical health.  Every year, this same resolution crops up and is 
why you see workout facilities crowded and health food stores overflowing in 

January. Unfortunately, these same places are often left desolate in February.  As Christians, we 
are called to seek both spiritual and physical well-being. 
 

OutReach Committee 

about:blank#purpose
about:blank
about:blank
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8). Give and receive Grace 
To this point, we have discussed several New Year’s resolutions, but this may be the most 
important of them all.  In 2 Corinthians 12:9, the Apostle Paul writes, 
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.” 
Although we don’t wish that anyone fail, the fact of the matter is 
pretty much all of us will have off days. There will be times we forget 
to read our Bible, times we veer from our budget, and times we eat food 
with the complete opposite nutrients that we initially planned for.  Rather 
than expecting perfection, focus on doing your very best. And when your very best doesn’t 
seem to measure up, God’s will.  Lamentations 3:22-23 reminds us that “the steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.” 
 
Submitted by 
Susan O’Bryant 

OutReach Committee 

Tuesday - December 1, 2020 
Call to Order / Approval of Minutes:  The meeting was called to 

order by Pati Vicent, President, with 14 members present; Connie Schuler, Sally Reynolds, 
Veronika Camehl, Dani Dusek, Parkie Luce, Lois Atwood, Barb Goodlock, Kay Stanley, Tricia Revel, Holly 
Hamilton Caren Cobb, Adelaide Marlatt, Pati Vicent and Debbie Shedden. Holly Hamilton opened the 
meeting with prayer.   A motion was made by Parkie Luce to approve the minutes of the November 2020 
meeting, seconded by Barb Goodlock. It was mentioned that Debbie will now list each member 
that is present at the meeting and send the minutes via email and in Presbylines.   
Treasure's report:  Holly Hamilton, treasurer, was present copies of her report with what had 
been spent year to date and checkbook balances.  Motion was made by Adelaide to accept the 
report and seconded by Veronika.  The motion carried.  Discussion of Love Gifts and Budget 
will be done later in the meeting.   
Communications:  We received a thank you letter from Ed and Miriam and was passed around 
for members to read.  A letter from Su Casa was read by Pati and a motion was made by Tricia to send a gift 
of $300. It was seconded by Barb.  Discussion continued with Connie stating that the cost of formula is high 
now.  Tricia then amended her motion to increase the amount to $500. It was noted that we have 
approximately 12 boxes of clothes and supplies to take to Su Casa de Esparanza.   Motion carried.  

Committee Reports:  
Castaways:  Veronika Camehl noted that workers are still needed.  Winter Texans are returning and we are 
grateful for their help. They are taking nice clean clothing.  Sackers, stockers, hanging clothes, sorters are need 
on Monday (shifts)and Thursdays (8-11:15am) for marking items.  Sundays at 4pm helpers are going to 
Castaways to help put out items for Monday morning.   Christmas items are still being priced and are 
available.  Household items and furniture are much needed items. Just a reminder that the monies that are 
received by Castaways goes back to various Aransas County community organizations.  A reminder will be 
made during announcements at our Sunday worship service.   
Good Samaritans:   Janet Gaskamp was not present, but things are going as well as can be expected.   
Missions:   Parkie Luce is planning our mid-winter retreat for the first Saturday in February 2021 
Backpack Program:  We are currently providing food for 30 students. Food prices have gone up and what 
use to cost $100-110 is now costing somewhere between $140-160.   Tricia Revel is planning on sending extra 
food home with the students for the holidays with some added special treats! We are so thankful for our own 

   Presbyterian Women :  Ministering to Women …  
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Katie Patteson at Fulton Learning Center for helping to distribute 
the backpack foods.  
Publicity:  Our minutes are posted in Presbylines, but will now 

also be emailed to individuals.  If you would like to be added to our email list, please 
contact Debbie Shedden:  dshedden@att.net      Look at your weekly bulletin and 
monthly calendar for updates on events!  Debbie Shedden will bold print the 
important information in the minutes.  
B.E.A.S. (Better Education Assures Success) Program:    Caren Cobb reported that she had 
received one application form completed and Debbie Shedden sent her the other application via 
email during the meeting.  We will be meeting soon to act on those two applications. 

Old Business: 
Mo Ranch has been cancelled for 2021.  
PW Bible Study will continue in the Miriam Ferrell Youth Center on the 3rd Tuesday, Dec. 15th 
of each month with Barb Goodlock at 2:00PM.  Reminder: masks are required and we will pick 
up on Lesson 5: Thou Shall Not Kill. 
Barb Goodlock said she had 20 kids quilts and 8 adult quilts and some throw quilts ready for 
parent and children that are placed in Presbyterian Outreach Homes. We discussed the possibility 
of getting someone from Itasca, near Waco to come to speak to us about the homes.   
A request for tables will be made for our meetings.   
Love Gifts: After much discussion about our financial situation a motion was made by Connie 
Schuler and seconded by Parkie Luce to continue to give these gifts.  Motion carried unanimously.  
It was noted that Session made sure that our staff was still paid even with the changes made 
because of Covid-19.  
New Business:  
Poinsettias- Adelaide asked if we had ordered the flowers for Christmas.  The answer was NO 
because we did not know if we would have "Face 2 Face" church.  Debbie noted that they should 
have been ordered by September in order to assure that the poinsettias would be at their peak of 
freshness.  Debbie called Sandy Johnson at Aransas Flowers and eventually ordered 20 poinsettias 
to be delivered for December 13th. Holly said we had money left over in the flower fund.   
Everyone was in agreement.  
Discussions - Questions arose about using the sanctuary and it was stated that as soon as new 
filters and (scrubbers?) were in place we could be back in the building. Adelaide then called Larry 
Cobb about the called meeting and operations had approved the use of the sanctuary for worship.  
2021 Budget- PW did not add to any budget items.  B.E.A.S. will stay the same. Tricia made the 
motion and Connie seconded. Motion carried.   We lowered the amount for the Volunteer 
Appreciation Event to $600. The Mo Ranch team is trying to plan some Zoom activities.  So, Kay 
Stanley made a motion to adjust the budget from $55,900 to $55,300. for PW 2021.  Motion was 
seconded by Connie Schuler and motion carried.   
*PW will meet on the 1st Tuesday, January 5th at 10:00AM in the Miriam Ferrell Youth 
Center. 
*Officers will be voted on in January 2021.   
* PW Bible Study Tuesday, January 19th at 2:00PM (3rd Tuesday) 

Meeting Adjourned:  Adelaide led us in a closing prayer with care, concerns, and celebrations in 
our hearts we ended our meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
Debbie Shedden   

    Presbyterian Women :  Ministering to Women …  
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FYIs and UPDATES: 
  
 
1.   January’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators 

Date  Host Church   FPC Coordinator 
January 5 Coastal Oaks Baptist Veronika   
January 19 Sacred Heart  Pati 

 
2.   STATS for December: 

1: Chicken Tenders, Mashed Potatoes with gravy, Corn 

    

  Number Served: 87  Host: St. Peter’s Episcopal 

   

     15: Domino’s pizza, salad 

    

  Number Served:  97   Host: Lions Club   

 

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   

through the use of our facilities …    

The Community Table  

Not much to report…we will be closed until Jan 2, 2021. We will have an afternoon work 
session that will be held Wednesday, Dec 30th from 12:30 to 4:30. This will consist of sort-
ing out winter clothing that we have stored for the last several years. Space is very lim-
ited and the boxes are taking up much valuable room. If you can spare some time, we 
would be very appreciative. 

The Castaway crew thanks you so much for your help…could not do it without you!!! 
Have a very Happy New Year and give that naughty 2020 the boot!! 

 Pati Vincent & Veronika Camehl 

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   

CASTAWAYS 
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January Activity Calendar 
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