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From the Staff

The staff wanted to give a great big THANK YOU to everyone that
has helped, and is continuing to help us in maneuvering through
Worship during a pandemic! We know that this has been a difficult
adjustment for us, and so we can only imagine the frustrations on
your end.
Thank you for being patient as we learn new technology, and as we learn what NOT to
do with the new technology!!! We hope to continue improving services on-line
throughout the coming weeks and months.
Just a few little reminders on procedures at this time:
• If you would like to schedule a meeting at the church, it must be approved by the
Operations Committee. Please call or email the office to get the Building Use
Request Form that needs to be completed and submitted to Operations for
approval.
• We are asking everyone that comes to worship services or meetings in the church to
take their temperature, sign in, and wear their masks upon arrival. This will help us
in tracing should we have anyone test positive.
• Carolina is working diligently to sanitize the building after services and meetings. In
order to keep the office area sanitized between visits, we ask if you are able, call Kim
to set an appointment to stop by.
• If you experience issues with Facebook Live or Zoom, please message the church
through the Facebook comment section, or Zoom chat function. This is hugely
helpful so that we are not trying to track comments in several different areas.
Thank you again, Church. Your kindness and love during this “strange” time has been
amazing.

Worship Committee by Adelaide Marlatt
January wrap-up is a mixture of what we did in live streaming and in-person as we split this
month of five Sundays into some just Live Streaming and then shifted over to offering both
Live streaming and our familiar fellowship worship.
All of the new technology we are adding has brought with it great technology challenges and the Session
chose to add John Luttman to our technology staff to focus on this area so that others including Pastor Boyce,
our churchlady, Kim Durkee, and her husband, Daniel, (who has volunteered so faithfully,) could focus on
their true calling. So much new technology has been implemented in our worship area in the last six months,
it is mind boggling at times.
We are now offering:
For at Home Worshipers: Zoom Fellowship — 9:30am to 10:15 Sunday
Live Streaming Service – 10:30am Facebook, First Presbyterian Church
Video of the service – Anytime – on YouTube Something you can watch
anytime even at 3:00 am when you can’t sleep and want to watch something familiar to calm your racing
thoughts about everyday stress. How far we have come! Now you Never need to miss Weekly Worship as
there is an Option that is available.
As a result, we need Ushers for help with In-Person worship. If you are interested in serving as an usher,
email Katie Ledbetter at katiedon007@gmail.com specifying which month you are available. We would
welcome you to the team.
The process to convert familiar things is underway with Ash Wednesday and Lent beginning February 17 th,
2021. Stay tune for the announcement of plans. Our challenge is to create meaningful worship happenings
while keeping our worshipers safe and within Covid-prevention protocol.
Ushers: Katie Ledbetter, Sally Reynolds, Ozzie Williams, Sandy Swanson, A. Marlatt,
Communion Preparer: Debbie Shedden
Lay Readers: Rev. Marian C. Boyce, Katie Ledbetter and Yvonne Jaggard
Zoom Hosting, Camera & Sound Volunteers: Tom Carl, Daniel Durkee, Kim Durkee
A Note to Think About: We purchased UV filters for the HVAC systems in all areas of the
church facilities to clean the air and kill germs as the air circulates. The HVAC units must be moving air to
do its work and in these shoulder months, (not hot or cold) the room may be a bit cooler than you prefer. We
love it because it makes our In-Person worship safer. As a result, you may choose to bring a light sweater to
worship with you Sundays.
Katie Ledbetter has volunteered to serve as coordinator for the Worship Committee and Session Liaison. A.
Marlatt is stepping down as she will no longer be on the Session.
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OutReach Committee
Christian Love
By Michael Kelly

What does the greatest command hinge upon? Love. What will be the
defining characteristic of followers of Jesus? Love. What will never pass
away, even after faith and hope are gone? Love.
Love is the mark of the disciple. Jesus said that “By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35).
Not our Bible knowledge. Not our fasting. Not our stance on public
issues. Those things are important indeed, but according to Jesus, the
defining mark of Christian discipleship is love.
Simple enough, except for the fact that this word – love – has been so
overused that it no longer has much meaning. Consider how many times
you’ve heard the word love today. For that matter, consider how many
times you’ve used the word love today. We “love” foods, sports,
celebrities, puppies, and our moms. We love movies, nature, long walks
on the beach, and everything in between. We are a culture, it seems, that

is in love with being in love.
As a result, to say that “love” is what marks the disciples of Jesus means very little. Not with a word as diluted as this
one is. And yet when we turn to the life of Jesus as penned for us in the pages of Scripture, we see a very different
definition being lived out than the one that passes for love in the world today. Christian love – the “Jesus” kind of love
that would mark His disciples – ought to stand out in its uniqueness. Christian love is unique, then, at least these ways:

1. Christian love is sacrificial.
We love pizza. We love ice cream. We love this Youtuber or that one. What does our use of the word reveal about its
definition? Mainly, that “love,” at least in the culture, is about receiving. We base our love for someone or something
based on how they can benefit us emotionally, intellectually, or physically. In other words, “we” are at the center of our
love for another party. Christian love stands against this because of its sacrificial nature.
Instead of taking from another, Christian love constantly assumes the posture of giving. Of serving. Of willingness.
Sacrifice is, in fact, fundamental to the truest definition of what love is:
“Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins” (1 John 4:10).
2. Christian love is demonstrated.
We are very free with our words. We throw them this way and that, whether in person or virtually, without giving too
much consideration of their impact. Words are the cheapest of all currencies, easy to give and receive without expecting
much else behind them. And yet Christian love is different. Christian love is not merely stated; it is demonstrated:
“Little children, let us not love in word or speech, but in action and in truth” (1 John 3:18).
In fact, if you look back to the context of John 13, the passage in which Jesus taught us that we would be marked as His
disciples by His love, you’ll see that it comes in a very visible demonstration of His own love. That the Savior and Lord
of the World had bent low to wash the feet of His disciples.
3. Christian love is initiative.
Love, in many cases, is a weapon. If not a weapon, then a bargaining chip. It’s something that we hold back, waiting for
another person to warrant it. It’s ironic to think that we use the word so freely and yet have the tendency to be so careful
with its reality. But Christian love is different. As Christians, we don’t wait for someone to show themselves to be
lovable or worthy of our love; rather, Christian love is initiative.
Christian love goes. It pursues. It seeks out. Just as Jesus did for us:
“But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).
This is how we are to love. To love like Jesus. To love in a sacrificial, demonstrated, and initiative-taking kind of way.
This is unique, and indeed it should be. May we be the people who are marked by this kind of love so that the world
will know the Jesus whom we claim to represent.
Submitted by Susan O’Bryant
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Ministering to Women …
Ladies, February is a short and busy month for Pw
activities. If you are looking to get involved, here are some of the activities
you might enjoy:
Monthly PW Meeting – February 2nd at 10:00 a.m. in the MF Youth Center. We social
distance at the meeting and all are invited to join us.
Bible Study – February 16th 2:00 p.m. in the Youth Center. We are half way through the
10 Commandments studying #6. This study will help you understand how these
ancient laws still relate to our lives today. Excellent teachers, great discussion – come
join us.
Castaways – Every Monday, all day, and Thursday Mornings - Workers are always
needed to help with the many jobs it takes to operate the store. It starts with donations
- We need furniture, kitchen items and nice clean clothing and shoes. Next it is sorting
and lastly, we work at moving it to the floor and out the door. It’s fun, we work, we
laugh, we eat, we greet our regular customers who come in looking for bargains. If
you have a bit of spare time, (1 – 2 hours a week is enough) come join the group. It
takes a lot of people to make this operation run. You’d love being a part of our team!
Backpack Program: PW is currently providing food for 30 students which they take
home on weekends to supplement what might be available at their homes. The
children who receive this food are identified by school counselors, etc. as being in
need of this help. This month Trish Revel, our shopper, shared that food costs were
rising noticeably and that some of the hearty, easily opened foods were becoming
harder to find. Trish & Mike handle most of this, but we’ll keep you informed as they
need your help.
Good Samaritans: This is another activity we do to serve our community. However,
Janet Gaskamp, our representative, indicated presently, they are only using a small
group of volunteers to interact with clients. More to come, next month.
Quilting: Sewing together for others is another thing our quilting group did before
Covid. We are looking to create kits for people to take home to make up until it is safe
to meet together in our sewing room. More to come, next month.
Actions taken:
BEAS (Better Education Assures Success) Program: Heard and approved $2000 for
the spring semester for our current student attending college. These funds will be used
for Tuition, books and gas to commute to Texas A&M-CC.
2.
The 2021 Budget was approved as presented but at the same time, there was an
awareness this budget is dependent on Castaway revenue throughout the year.
3.
Elected officers for 2021: Moderator: Pati Vincent, Sec.: D. Shedden, Treas.: H.
Hamilton, BEAS: C. Cobb, Bereaved: V. Camehl, Flowers: D. Shedden. A. Marlatt
volunteered to handle Publicity.
1.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Our Winter Gathering will be March 13, 2021 at our church.
Our speaker will be Pastor Karen Horan. Many of you have heard her before and she
is a great speaker. Hope you will plan to be a part of this!
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Ministering to Women …
PW CLUSTER MTG
1-23-21
Zoom Broadcast

A cluster of PW women met together in fellowship to watch the presentations of PW Spring Cluster speakers broadcast via Zoom. Chef Pati provided great goodies, safety-protocol was followed, and a
great Zoom broadcast projected on the screen was enjoyed by all who attended.
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Update from Katie Henderson
2021 started full swing! January was a little bit of getting settled into my
new duplex and getting Cloey introduced like the celebrity she is on
campus! For two weeks I was in an intensive Jan Term class called the
Doctrines of God with Rev. Dr. Cynthia Rigby. And moments after
submitting my final project for that course I jumped on endless Zooms for
Midwinters 2021 Online! After youth Midwinters was over it was time to get
back to work at the seminary as I helped with the Midwinter worship at the
seminary. In the downtime of no class, I attempted to get myself all sorted
for the spring semester that starts February 1st! Also, somewhere in
January, I turned 26 and it snowed in Austin!
I knew bringing my dog to campus would increase my joy but I did not expect it to
also bring so much joy to my classmates. Cloey and I take many breaks from the computer
screen (or in her case napping) to walk around campus. On our walks, we avoid other dogs
because Cloey isn't too friendly but we always find someone to catch up with and get some
head scratches from. Cloey is truly a South Texas dog though, she didn't seem to enjoy
walking through the snow day as much as I did. Cloey and I are still negotiating our
schedule because she thinks we can go for a walk at any time, even if I am in the middle of
class.
My Jan Term class was a lot in a short amount of time but I really enjoyed it. This
was my first upper-level theology class which meant a lot of questions and very few
answers. We thought about where God is in suffering and injustice. We debated the
amount of divine immanence vs transcendence vs human free will. I presented a group
project over James Cone's "God of the Oppressed" which allowed me to explore more of
Black theology which was interesting. With all the significant and historical events
happening at our nation's capital we even found ourselves in conversations about
Christianity in this country and what it means for God to be loving even when God's name
is not being used to show love. I registered for this class last spring right at the start of the
pandemic not knowing what it would look like but I am so thankful this is the course I found
myself in.
Midwinters online was a whole other challenge. I now have even more respect for
middle school and high school teachers as they try to engage students online for hours at a
time. Overall the event was a success. I produced the small group manual and the
feedback from it was that it created some great conversations with the youth. We had two
keynoters, Natarsha Sanders and Dries Coetzee who did an amazing job. Some of their
conversations were recorded and will be on the Mission Presbytery YouTube page soon.
The theme for the weekend was Holy Connections. It was sad not to be at Mo-Ranch but it
was a great reminder that this is my calling and exactly what I want to be working on after
seminary.
In my prep for the spring semester, it has hit me I am on the downward slope of
seminary. This semester will be busy as I take Polity, Christian Education, Mission and
Evangelism, and Spirituality for Church Leaders. As well as continuing my work as a chapel
beadle, serving on committees for the campus and Mission Presbytery, and sorting out
what my internship at John Knox Ranch this summer might look like. I have a lot on my
plate but I am excited to be working on all of it. Thank y'all for letting me test out my skills in
the pulpit in December and for the continued prayers. It means everything to have the
support of this congregation.
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table
FYIs and UPDATES:
1.

February’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date
February 2
February 16

2.

Host Church
First Presbyterian Church
First Baptist Church

FPC Coordinator
Pati

STATS for January:
5: Panjo’s Burger, Chips
Dessert: Cookies
Number Served: 75

Host:

Coastal Oaks Church

Host:

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

19: Tacos, Rice, and Beans
Dessert: Ice Cream
Number Served: 108

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
We are off to a good start in the new year with our wonderful volunteers. Our winter Texans
give us much needed help and are always willing to help out.
This month we celebrated two birthdays for 2 of our most dedicated volunteers…Patti B. and
Connie. A wonderful lunch was enjoyed by all and if you have those pesky things, you might as
well enjoy them with church and Castaway friends.
We would like to thank those family who have lost loved ones during this time. The donations
that were brought to Castaways carried on a tradition of giving and service and they were
much appreciated. We cherish their memories and want you to know that the donations went a
long way in helping keep Castaways open and operating.
We gather at the shop on Sunday afternoons at 4 to stock the items we have priced the
previous week.
Monday is our day to run the shop…we are there from 8 to 3, any time you can give is
appreciated
Thursday is our pricing day and we would love to see you all then also.
Please remember that a portion our proceeds go directly to the operating budget FPC.
It’s hard work but oh so much fun too.

Veronika Camehl & Pati Vincent
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Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”

From:
Don, Barbara, and Kathy
Requested by:
The Church
Letter Received: December 31, 2020
Prayer Comforter : Sympathy for the Loss of Marguerette Gossett
Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for the Prayer Comforter. We appreciate all the love and prayers included in each
seam and knot. We miss our dear friends, but are doing well.
Love in Christ,
Don, Barbara, and Kathy

If you need a prayer comforter, please contact
Kim in the church office.
You can call 361-729-6251, or email
fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com. Please provide the
name, prayer need, and if you want the
comforter mailed, a mailing address.
If you would like to tie knots in current prayer comforters, but
are unable to make in-person worship services, please contact
the office, and we can arrange for you to come by and tie knots
during business hours. What we all need more than anything
right now is prayer!
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Community Happenings

Aransas County Sesquicentennial
Is Coming
Get ready for the big celebration starting
June 12th and continuing through June 20th.
The County will be celebrating its 150th birthday. The week-long
celebration will include a Founders Day breakfast, county fair,
parade, market days, a tour of historic homes, and many things
still being planned. But one of the events will be recognizing the
churches of Aransas County and their contribution to the county.
First Presbyterian Church has definitely made major
contributions to the community and can trace its history back to
1869. As our historical marker states “First Presbyterian Church
counts among its members many community leaders and
descendants of its founding families.”

3 Trent Harris
5 Russell Kline
9 Bill Burton
17 Terry Buhre
Jane Ethington
18 Sarah Hamilton

20 Melissa Pittman
21 Ann Robbins
22 Tom Jaggard
23 Patsy Williams
28 Kay Patteson
Jo Smith

If your birthday is not listed, or in error,
please call the church office at 729-6251.
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This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 2/8/2020. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

February Activity Calendar
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