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* From the Pastor Nominating Committee *
Dear Church Family,
Many of you are aware our prospective pastoral candidate, with several members
of his family, made a trip to Rockport the week before Thanksgiving. By all
accounts, they felt “overwhelmingly welcomed” by everyone they met. They were
thrilled with their tour of our church campus and beautiful community. They even
had an opportunity to take a boat ride alongside dolphins in Leggett Lights
channel.
I know we are all anxiously awaiting an announcement by the Pastoral Nominating
Committee (PNC) concerning this candidate, but please be patient. There are
many factors which need to be addressed and none of them can be done quickly.
Once the Terms of Call are ironed out, the next step for the PNC is to take their
recommendation to the Session for approval. Immediately after approval has been
received, a Called Congregational meeting date will be set. The Presbyterian
Book of Order states a Called Congregational meeting may be set after
consecutive Sunday notifications to the congregation. During this meeting, the
pastoral candidate will be named, his resume given, and the Terms of Call
announced. Once a motion has been made and seconded, the floor will be open for
questions and, ultimately, a vote on the candidate.
We, as Presbyterians, are proud to be the only protestant denomination to embrace
the democratic process. In doing so, all congregational members have a voice.
Please bear with us as we move forward.
Appreciatively,
Susan O’Bryant
PNC Chair

* From the Staff *
Happy Holidays from the Office Staff!
The Church office will be CLOSED from noon on December 24th until
December 27th for holy day observances.

Worship Committee
Advent has begun and Christmas is just around the
corner! We have a lot going on this December. This year,
we will be recognizing a Blue Christmas, a Cantata with
the First Baptist Church, as well as a Christmas Eve
service. We invite you to join us at each of these events.
A Blue Christmas service will be held on December 20
that honors those that have lost loved ones and those who are experiencing grief at
this time.
Our choir and the First Baptist Church’s choir will be joining each other to bring us a
Christmas Cantata on December 12. This is in lieu of our regular church service.
Christmas Eve will be celebrated December 24 in anticipation for the
birth of Jesus.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped out during the month
of November! We really appreciate each of you!
Live Streaming Service is at 11:15 am via Zoom and on First
Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page.
Join us in welcoming our December Pulpit Supply!
December 5 Charlie Schuler
December 12 Cantata at 8:30 and 11:00 in the First Baptist Church’s sanctuary
December 19 Charlie Schuler
December 20 Blue Christmas with Bruce Goodlock time and location TBA
December 24 Christmas Eve with Charlie Schuler time and location TBA
December 26 Katie Henderson
In Christ,
Katie Ledbetter on behalf of the Worship Committee
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Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
Thank you to John Dennis, Tatiana
Jaggard, Thomas Jaggard, Tom Jaggard, Connie
Schuler and Nicki Yarnell for the beautiful offertories
in October. Thank you for sharing your time and
talents to praise God through music. Thank you to
Merlene Flournoy for the beautiful preludes. Your
playing moves our hearts and helps us prepare for
worship.

Please join our choir and First Baptist Church Choir for
the Christmas Cantata on December 12. “What
Christmas Really Means” will be presented in the FBC
sanctuary at 8:30 am and 11:00 am. At Christmas, it
is important to remember what Christmas is about. The world was in
desperate need of a Savior, and Christmas gave us the gift of Jesus. He is
the true meaning of Christmas. Please join us as we celebrate this important
message.
Choir practice is tentatively scheduled to resume on Wednesday, January
5th at 7:00pm.
Bell Choir practice information is forthcoming. We really need more people
to join Bell Choir. Please let Yvonne know if you would like to be a part of
the Bell Choir!

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
As of 10/31/21

Year to Date
Income
Loose Offering
Pledges
Unpledged Giving
Castaways
Total Income
Expenses

10/31/21

2021 Budget

$ 2,896
$ 125,471
$ 22,243
$ 60,000
$ 229,307
$ 243,269

$
5,000
$ 129,627
$ 41,008
$ 60,000
$ 248,152
$ 285,374
Robert and Holly Hamilton
Co-Treasurers
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OutReach Committee
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InReach Committee
Wednesday night supper and study resumes December 1 with a four week
series looking at 4 advent hymns, their history and heritage and
permutations. Singing aloud will be encouraged but not required.
December 1 we will meet at the home of Barb and Bruce Goodlock,
December 8 at the Cobb’s, December 15 at the Green’s, December 22 at

Pati Vincent’s.

Thank you to Dani Dusek for a
great Presbyterian Night Out at
Panjo’s in November! Keep an
eye our for information on the
next Presbyterian Night Out,
and make plans
to join us! We
always have so
much fun!
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Ministering to Women …
Presbyterian Women's Meeting
Advent Season began Sunday with the lighting of the first candle and that
means caring, cooking, and the activities of making everything festive are
underway. For PW, it is closing up the activities for 2021 and determining
what will be our focus for 2022. Officers have been elected for 2022 and we
will be finishing up our budgeting process for the new year at the December
meeting. In spite of all the challenges that came into our personal and church
lives during 2021, we continue to grow and get stronger as one of the places
where we can come together and discuss or bring forward the on-going and
special needs of our members and our community. We are currently meeting in
the home of our president, Pati Vincent, while our 1st Presbyterian facilities are
being restored after the July rains and flooding. We’ve heard updates that are
encouraging about being back in our facilities soon, so the words “Better than
Ever”, Stay with us, & Stay Involved mean more than ever. There is no
question, God is with us, in this trying, but reinvigorating time, as we make
ready for the coming of our Lord!
Here are some things to look forward to in December.
PW Meeting – Will be held December 7, 2021, 10:00 a.m. at 125 Breezy
Drive.
This is Pati Vincent’s home. It is easy to find by turning left on Mesquite
(If heading toward Lamar) and driving straight ahead until you reach the
Captain’s Bay subdivision. Breezy Street will be on the left. What fun
to get together in this new way.
Bible Study – We will be doing Lessons 3 - 4 using the PW Bible Study
material. These lessons will look at Rahab and Ruth new ways so that they are fresh
and thought provoking. Our study session is scheduled for Tuesday, December 14 th at
1:00 p.m. at Barb Goodlock’s home at 1602 FM1781. (Barb says to look for the
gorilla in her yard.)
Quilts – Right now, we do not have groups gathering to sew prayer quilts, etc. If you
would like to do sewing, Prayer quilt kits have been prepared and are available at the
church office. Call Church Lady Kim at (729-6251) or Barb Goodlock (361-7903600) to pick up a kit to create a prayer quilt for someone.
Castaways - Always in need of your help – please refer to the Castaways article for
more information. The Christmas sale was a great success – thanks to all who
participated in the sale itself and/or providing refreshments and lunch for the workers.
PW Business:
Treasurer’s Report: We have spent the last two months reviewing the 2021 budget/
disbursements and creating the 2022 proposed budget numbers. The December 2021
meeting activities will complete this process. Come attend the December 2021, PW
meeting if you want to be a part of this process.
Missions: Parkie Luce announced she is planning our Mid-Winter Retreat 2022 for late
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Ministering to Women …
Presbyterian Women's Meeting (cont’d)
January or early February, 2022. Since Mo Ranch is scheduled for March
18-20, 2022, we like to try to schedule this retreat midway between the two
when people start looking for a get together to bring our year-round and
winter friends together for fellowship and fun. The actual date will be
announced soon.
Backpack Program: Trisha Revel heads up this program this fall for PW. She
currently provides easily prepared food items for 30 – 3/ 4/5 grade students
selected by the school counselors, which is then distributed in backpacks. She
continues to provide high protein items as we have done for several years
with this program.
Good Samaritans: Our new representative, Karen Winterowd, announced
Good Samaritans had great response to the Coastal Bend Day giving and they
had expressed thanks and appreciation to all who contributed.
B.E.A.S. Scholarship Program: The current recipient of the BEAS
scholarship continues to do well. Hopefully an update will be available
soon for next semester activities.
Officers elected for the 2022 year are Pati Vincent-President, Barb Goodlock-V.P., Debbie
Shedden-Secretary, Holly Hamilton-Treasurer, Adelaide Marlatt-Publicity and Karen
Winterowd- Good Samaritan representative, Veronika Camehl & Connie Schuler-Castaway’s
coordinators, and Parkie Luce-Missions and Retreats. Thank you to our outgoing/incoming
officers for helping us to remain steady and continue our work and study.
May God’s blessings be showered upon Each of you.
Adelaide Marlatt

CASTAWAYS CORNER
Thank you! We had a great Christmas
Sale, but couldn’t have done it without
our volunteers! Many thanks to:
•
•

Dave and Jane
Ethington
Bruce and Barb
Goodlock
• Brink and Patti
Brinkerhoff
• Bill and Betsy
Burton
• Sara McCaffey
• Robert and Jody
Holland
• Charlie and
Connie Schuler

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Holly Hamilton
John and Nina Dennis
Larry and Caren Cobb
Dorothy Cashell
Pati Vincent
Kay Stanley
Sally Reynolds
Rhonda Brinkmann
Ann Robbins
John and Adelaide
Marlatt
Mindy Durham

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sandy Swanson
Parkie Luce
Tricia Revel
Karen Winterowd
Dani Dusek
Betty Schultz
Yvonne and Thomas
Jaggard
Patsy Williams

Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”
From: Tom Jaggard on behalf of Shay Wood
Email Received: November 3, 2021
Prayer Comforter : Everett Wood 8th Grade Student Accident
“We took this the other day…he loved the prayer quilt. He misses everyone and is
missing your class! He said to tell you to tell everyone “Thank you for the prayers, they are
working and he is getting better.” We see small gains in various areas every day, while
nothing has changed as far as his prognosis goes yet, we are all hopeful that once he feels
better, he will surprise everyone. I’m still believing Tom. I’m keeping the faith and when
times are dark, I just need my people (that includes you) to remind us.”

From: Mary Mussett
Prayer Comforter : Lung Cancer
Dear Church Friends,
Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer quilt! I Love it and will think of all of you when I use it!
I live close to my son and his wife and 2 1/2 year old Morgan. She is a delight and keeps me busy!
I live with my only daughter and her husband. They are taking very good care of me.
Thanks again and bless you all!
Mary Mussett
From: Lexi and David Midkiff on Behalf of Randy Kennedy
Prayer Comforter Requested by: Kathy Roberts-Douglass
Prayer Comforter : Car accident
Dear Prayer Warriors,
We praise God for you and for your prayers for Randy! You might not realize how much your prayer quilt (with prayers
tucked into each piece) means, but it’s phenomenal! We truly see the power of prayer and know Almighty God is hearing the
prayers and healing Randy. We are watching a miracle unfold because of prayers. Thank you for being a caring, praying church
and for sharing your kindness and thoughtfulness with us. We appreciate you so much!
Our wonderful cousin Kathy is such a blessing and we’re grateful she told you about Randy. What a precious gift! May
God bless each of you.
With love,
Lexi and David Midkiff

From: Jerry Wyatt
Prayer Comforter Requested by: Bev Jacobson
Prayer Comforter : Death of dog “Baby”
What a great surprise!!! To receive the adorable quilt in Baby’s memory is beyond thoughtful. Your friends understand
the depth of loss – she gave so much pleasure and love.
Sincerely,
Jerry Wyatt
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Ministering to others through
Prayer Comforters
“Thank Yous”
From: Kristen Hoke
Prayer Comforter Requested by: Karen Winterowd
Prayer Comforter : Left kidney removed
To “The Sewing Ladies” of the First Presbyterian Church (and also to you, Kimberly, for your sweet letter):
My name is Kristen and I am the daughter of Karen Winterowd, on of your newer members. I am writing to each of you to
thank you and express my sincere gratitude for the Prayer Quilt that you so lovingly made for me! Words cannot express the
emotions I feel by your kindness and prayers and for your loving hands and intentions that went into making this quilt for my
healing. I am happy to say that I am about 98% healed up at this point (and 3 weeks post-op). And though the mass turned out to
be a very rare form of tumor, they are generally benign (yay!). I feel very blessed and “covered” in love by all of you ladies!
Thank you so very much!
Thank you, THANK you so much!
Kristen Hoke
From: Family of Randell Buttler
Prayer Comforter Requested by: Veronika Camehl
Prayer Comforter : Passing of Randell
Presbyterian Women,
Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer quilt during our time of grief. I have continued to tie knots as I’ve prayed for
peace and understanding of the loss of our beloved Randell S. Buttler. He touched many lives.

Love from,
Sylvia and all the family of Randell Buttler

An Update from Katie Henderson
It is finals time and I am about out of words so I thought I would share my sermon I preached November 28th at Holy Cross
Lutheran in Rockport, TX. - Love Katie
Luke 21:25-36 NRSV
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of
the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of
God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and
that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at
all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”

----

Good morning! Thank you for inviting me to worship with y'all this morning. It's a holiday weekend
so I would like to make sure we all have our calendars straight. Thursday was Thanksgiving and today is the
first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a time of waiting and preparing. The Gospel reading from Luke this
morning is also about being prepared, but for Christ’s second coming. Advent is about preparing for Christ’s
birth, it is the start of the Christian calendar. I had to debrief some frustrations with the lectionary readings
because it felt like a disconnect between scripture and season. But then a phrase started to echo in my ear.
Your kingdom come.
Your kingdom come, your will be done. This prayer is a pretty famous prayer, but it is also a
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An Update from Katie Henderson
statement of faith, and our Christian hope, it is clinging to the resurrection, and honoring the birth of a tiny
baby. Your kingdom come. When we say these words we connect to generations of believers from multiple
denominations and congregations. Advent is the time to cling to the hope of the kingdom coming and the
kingdom here and now. But we are human in a holy season.
We gather in worship spaces to hang the greens. We adorn our homes with more red and white and
gold and silver. Thursday we cleaned our plates of turkey and three kinds of potatoes only to begin thinking
about the Christmas eve meals we would share with loved ones. Students prep for finals as their semester
comes to an end. We pick out perfect gifts for others. Sometimes we even find the time to organize food drives
and donate coats for our neighbors on the margins of society. To-do lists seem a little longer during the month
of December. Daylight hours are shorter and we try to get everything out of them that we can.
Without really meaning to, advent goes from a season of hopeful waiting and preparing to a busy
season of preparing and rushing by. When the church talks about a time of preparation we think externally, but
when God calls us to prepare God is asking about our hearts. Nowadays life looks a little more messy and
chaotic and a little less ‘your kingdom come, your will be done.’
I like to think I live the best at this intersection of preparation and chaos. I love a jam-packed schedule
and color-coded calendar. But in those times where every moment is planned and rest needs to be scheduled
in, my heart gets disconnected. I am showing up to decorate the church because it is what we have always
done. I am shopping for the perfect gift because I want my friends to know that I love them deeply and
somehow that is tied to a physical item. I am writing final papers and sermons to move them off my to-do list.
I think it’s human nature to be better at preparing than waiting. Waiting asks us to slow down. Waiting asks us
to take a deep breath in the chaos. Waiting asks us to have hope in the kingdom to come. To be alert.
But maybe in this scripture, Jesus is saying our redemption comes in the mess. Like when trees begin
to show signs of growth well before the final cold snap of the season. New life pushes through the cold and
wet and bleakness of winter. The buds remind us that summer is on the way, that new life is coming. Our
redemption is coming, but it is our responsibility to pay attention.
Growing up in South Texas I have begged for the first cold front to come in early October. By the time
the middle of January rolls around I am eager to see the springtime wildflowers. When the sun starts making
more of an appearance in February I want it to be warmer. I fail to see the green grass returning and the leaves
sprouting on trees. I fail to see the promise of the summer to come. I get too hung up on wanting the weather to
be perfect, on needing Mother Nature to answer my call that I am frustrated and not fascinated. The more I
learn about myself the more I learn that when I try to control the chaos I end up frustrated. But I enjoy life so
much more when I am willing to take a look outside myself and see all that there is to be fascinated by.
Every year we say, “This is the fastest year of my life. Felt like I couldn’t catch my breath with all that
was going on.” The truth is every year has a lot going on. The chaos of life doesn’t have a calm. We demand to
get the most out of it and then are shocked when we get handed a full plate. But in this gospel reading, Jesus’s
good news isn’t that life will someday calm down.
Jesus is not saying the seas will calm, life will be sorted, things will be easy. Jesus is saying there will
be chaos. There will be winds and unknowns and unfinished human business. And still, redemption will come.
Our call isn’t to wait for the storms to calm, it is to cling to the hope of the kingdom to come.
Jesus gives us some clear instructions. Okay well to be fair Jesus is not really known for being the
clearest communicator. If he was we wouldn’t have had the reformation and all the theological debates over
the years. But Jesus does give instruction. Twice he gives some warning on being alert. Keep your head up,
pay attention, avoid distractions, be ready. Jesus is not saying make sure everything is organized and ready to
go. Jesus is reminding us that life is going to be whatever life becomes. But if we are paying attention we can
see the kingdom coming.
I think it is important to note that we aren’t given much of a timeline. I think as modern people we tend
to read timelines into scripture that aren’t there. Jesus mentions before the generation passes away but
generation in this context can also just mean connected people. So what if Jesus is saying chaos is here and it
is not going anywhere. And people are here and they are not going anywhere. And over time the world will
change and staying alert may become more challenging and in all the chaos and change that is to come, so will
God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom is coming regardless if our eyes are focused on our feet or the world around
us. Today, on the 28th of November I can tell you, Christmas will be here in just a few weeks even when we
don’t have everything marked off our to-do list. So maybe we rethink what it means to prepare and have hope
of what is to come.
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An Update from Katie Henderson
Maybe having the hope of the kingdom to come looks like doing the ministry of creating heaven on
earth now. Maybe preparing has less to do with tree lights and wrapping paper and more to do with the state of
our hearts. And maybe being alert isn’t a request that we stare to the sky until the clouds appear with God but
rather we look out into the world. We see where God might be calling us to move and take action and help
bring heaven on Earth. God doesn’t need our help in ensuring the kingdom comes but what an honor it is to be
invited into it.
We aren’t good at waiting. But waiting gives us the time to prepare our hearts, to lean in to hope, and
be expectant for God’s presence among us. For God’s kingdom is coming and God’s kingdom might already
be showing up if we just take a moment to pay attention. So God, in our waiting this Advent season we pray to
see and to help your kingdom come and your will be done. Amen

Odds and Ends

5
10
11
12
14

Bobby Jackson
Berta Jean Little
Timothy Little
Kelly McNeely
Alissa Spears

18 Boyd Braniff
Sandy Swanson
26 Gail Johnston
27 Theresa Smith
31 Linda Chamberlain
Scott McNeely
Jade Schuler

If your birthday is not listed, or in error, please call the church office at 729-6251.
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