
“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake.” 

 

The flood on July 6th caused considerable damage to our beloved church building.  
Session, the Operations Committee, and the staff have been working diligently to 
get remediation efforts started, as well as get insurance adjusters and contractors 
in as soon as possible to assess the situation. 
 

We can never thank Tom Collins and his entire team at Alliance Carpet for hitting 
the ground first thing on Friday, July 8th to begin the tear out and remediation 
process.  They began the process of tearing out drywall, wet insulation, and soaked 
carpet throughout the entire first floor.  Once the insurance adjusters arrived and 
saw the damage, we learned that we must also remove all cabinetry, shelves, and 
vinyl flooring as well. 
 

This process is now complete, and now we are awaiting bids from our contractors 
to begin work, and for the insurance adjusters to complete their reports to the 
insurance company. 
 

There are many working parts to the rebuild at First Presbyterian Church, but rest 
assured that we will come back better and stronger than before, like we always 
have.   
 

In the meantime, we ask for your patience.  This is not a quick and easy process and 
we appreciate all the prayers and assistance we have received.  Pictures of the 
process so far can be found separately in this issue. 
 

On behalf of the operations committee,  
Michael Henderson 
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Worship Committee 
By Katie Ledbetter 

July has flown by, and what a month it has been. We are still dealing with the 
damage of the flood at the church. However, prayers have been answered, and 
the First Baptist Church has graciously opened their doors and provided us with a 
place to worship together! Please join us in person in the Fellowship Hall at First 
Baptist Church on Sundays at 11:00 am.  
 

Bread will be broken and wine poured by the visiting Pastor, however we will still 
be using the communion cups with wafers to partake in communion on the first 
Sunday of each month. If you are unable to attend, please prepare your elements 
at home and join us via Zoom or Facebook Live. 

 

We are still working on getting sound fixed so it is easier to hear at home on Zoom 
and Facebook Live. We are also moving the cameras so those at home will have a 
better view. We apologize for any inconvenience that has been caused during this 
time. 
 

We would like to thank everyone who helped out during the month of July! I also 
want to thank Adelaide Marlatt for working so hard to secure Liturgists and 
Readers each month. Please forgive me if I left anyone out. 

 

Ushers: Caren Cobb, Jacque Park, and Katie Ledbetter 
Guest Pastors: Rev. Ann Brizendine, Bruce Goodlock, Doug Marks, and Rev. Carol 
Rahn 
Liturgist: Tom Jaggard, Bruce Goodlock, Doug Marks, and Rev. Carol Rahn 
Readers: Katie Ledbetter, Adelaide Marlatt, Doug Marks, and Rev. Carol Rahn 
Zoom Hosting, Camera and Sound: John Luttman and Katie Ledbetter 

 

For our Home Worshipers: 
Zoom Fellowship: 11:00 am Sundays 
Live Streaming Service: 11:00 am on First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page. 

 

On behalf of the Worship Committee, 

Katie Ledbetter 
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Treasurer’s Report 

June 30, 2021 
 

 
Year to Date 6/30/21   2021 Budget 
 
Loose Offering $   1,853   $   3,000   
Pledges     84,411      77,776   
Unpledged Giving    13,807      24,605   
Castaways     36,000      36,000   
 
Income  $154,764                 $ 148,891   
 
Expenses  $137,419                $ 152,944 

   
Holly and Robert Hamilton, Treasurers 

 

Operations Committee  - Treasurer’s Report 

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 

Music Department 

Thank you to Connie Schuler and Yvonne Jaggard for the beautiful offertories for July.  

Chancel Choir please contact Yvonne if you are still willing to sing a solo, duet, or trio.  Un-

til we are able to get back in our sanctuary, we need some more offertories.  

 

 

August 1  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty    G2G 1 

   Lord, I Lift Your Name on High    STF 2088 

   Because He Lives  

August 8  Praise the Lord With the Sound of Trumpets  STF 2020 

   As the Deer        G2G 626 

   The Church's One Foundation     G2G 321 

August 15  What a Friend We Have in Jesus    G2G 465 

   There's a Church in the Valley  

   Alleluia, Alleluia       G2G 240 

August 22  Fairest Lord Jesus      G2G 630 

   I've Got Peace Like a River     G2G 623 

   Here I Am, Lord       G2G 69 

August 29  Great is Thy Faithfulness     G2G 39 

   Thou Art Worthy       STF 2041 

   I'll Fly Away       STF 2282 
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Designated Pastor Nominating Committee 
Submitted by Susan O’Bryant 

Below, is an email the Designated Pastoral Nominating Committee (DPNC) received from 
Monica Smith, who is Mission Presbytery’s chair for the Commission on Ministry (COM).  
Monica’s email was in response to questions the DPNC had, along with hearing from 
Session’s current moderator, Rev. Allen Mosiman, that there had been 8 people contacted 
for the job of Designated Pastor for First Presbyterian Church of Rockport.  Monica refers 
to “Sallie” who is Sallie Watson, Presbyter, of Mission Presbytery. 
 
Hello Rockport DPNC, 
 

You all have been much on my mind and in my prayers. I was so sorry to hear about the 
flooding in your church building, and I see you've found a temporary worship spot at First 
Baptist. I'm grateful for their help, and grateful for your Session's hard work and 
leadership (and I'm sure many of you have been working hard, too).  
Here's where we are, as far as I know: 
 

the Church Leadership Connection (CLC) matches were not fruitful 
We (some COM folks and Sallie, herself) contacted a few folks in our Presbytery that we 
thought would be good fits for you. They each were unable to move at this point in their 
lives, for various reasons.  
 

A couple of weeks ago, Sallie contacted 8 people (the 8 that Allen was mentioning to you) 
that she said were "in her rolodex" to invite them to consider your position. So, these were 
not folks that initiated a conversation, but rather Sallie initiated the conversation with each 
of them. It's my understanding that only one of the 8 said no right away, and for the same 
"I'm unable to move" reason. Sallie has been on vacation for the past two weeks. I asked 
Allen to pass along that information to you all, since I knew he was meeting with the 
Session. I'm hopeful that when Sallie returns, she will have some positive responses 
waiting in her email inbox. 
 

I don't know that we've received any responses via any of the advertising, but that is still a 
possibility. 
 

We can also ask the CLC to run an additional match for us. 
 

We appreciate your patience. We're praying and searching for just the right people for you 
all to talk to. We know you're anxious--and so are we--to have a new pastor, but we all want 
to make sure that new person is a good fit for Rockport.  
 

Please don't hesitate to reach out, anytime. You are absolutely not forgotten, and we're 
working behind the scenes. We'll do our best to keep you posted, but as you say, it's been 
"no news" so far.  
 

Peace be with you all, 
Monica Smith 
COM 
 

Submitted by, 
Susan O’Bryant 
DPNC Chair 
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Prayer Vigil Report 

Thank you to all who participated in the prayer vigil on Wednesday evening, the 21st of July.  

We had 30 people praying between 4-8 pm, with 12 more praying from home and afar.  The 

back deck ended up being the perfect setting, as there was a nice breeze, the sun had moved 

to the west of the church, and we did not have any rain!!  A prayer guide was handed out which 

covered praying for a designated pastor, praying for the designated pastor search committee 

(DPNC) and praying for our church and church body.  Many, who attended, remarked they 

had left with a sure feeling of peace and calm.  What a powerful late afternoon and evening it 

was. 
 

How exciting it will be to see how our prayers are answered! 
 

Thank you to Kim Durkee for printing our prayer guide pamphlets; to Veronika Camehl for 

providing an ice-filled cooler with water bottles and finding prayer boxes to give to all 

participants; to Spencer Yarnell for providing security; to Becky Gardner for providing 

cookies; and to Adelaide Marlatt and Sara Morrison for providing beautiful candles which 

added to the serene setting.  All your efforts were much appreciated. 
 

In Christ, 

Susan O’Bryant and Jacque Park 

Hello from the volunteers at Castaways. We have been blessed 
with so many donations…our cup (and storage area) runneth 
over. We have also been blessed with some new helpers. Hugh 
Morrison is our new everything electrical tester, Bill Burton is 
the new muscle at the donation door, and returnee Roz Foust 
is in charge of all things book/magazine wise. We can find a 
place for you too…come on down Mondays 8-3 when we are in 
charge of the shop and Thursdays 8-11 for pricing. 

Castaways contributes to the church operating budget every month and is a vital 
outreach of FPC. 

Added benefit…every Monday we enjoy lunch together. 

Connie and I want to thank all those who make this such a great place to “work”. 

 Connie Schuler & Veronika Camehl 

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   

Castaways Corner 
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August Presbyterian Women (PW) 

As reported in July, PW doesn’t hold Summer 
monthly meetings, however, you will still find us actively involved, 
working Castaways, participating in worship or socializing at Presbyterian Night 
Out and planning for future activities which get underway in September 2021.   
The recent flooding of our church and the resulting restoration effort has 
eliminated activities that were normally held in the facilities.  However, women 
are creative beings working on God’s behalf, so hold your breath and stay in 
touch, just as Susan O and Jacque P. found a way to hold a beautiful, meaningful 
Prayer Vigil on our Outside Deck, we will find ways to creatively host our 
activities until our home is back - “Better than Ever.”  Stay with us, Stay involved.  
There is no question, God is with us, even in this time. 
 

Here are some things we do know will be on the calendar in 
September. 
 PW Meeting – Is September 7, 2021, place to be announced.  Stay 
tuned. 
Bible Study – Launching the new study for 2021-22 starting 
September 21 at 2:00?  Again, place to be announced. 
  
Castaways - is a year-round mission.  During summer months 

people are “out of school” and there are usually more shoppers, so we need 
more volunteers than ever. Every Monday (we operate 
the store, all day) and Thursday mornings (we sort and 
price items).  Workers are needed, to help with the many 
jobs it takes to operate the store.  Two hours to eight 
hours, all efforts are needed and appreciated.  We are 
accepting furniture, house wares, collectibles, and jewelry for the store.  If 
you need help with getting some bulky, heavier items to the store, pickup can 
be scheduled by contacting Veronika, or others who work at Castaways.  
Volunteering at Castaways can be fun.  We work, we laugh, we eat, and it is a 
good way to gain new friends by working with them.  Come join us, you will 
love being a part of our team! 

 
Until next month.   
 
May God’s blessings be on Each of You, 
Adelaide Marlatt 

Ministering to Women …  
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I don’t have to tell y’all that July was anything but normal. Lots of 
great celebrations and several heartbreaking moments. It is 
devastating to see our church building in 
disarray but what a gift First Baptist is to our 
community and offering up their space for the 

time being. Praying for you all as we settle into yet another new 
normal and praying for the hands and hearts of those working quickly 
to return our church building to use.  
 

While writing this, we are in our second to the last session of camp. 
This summer has flown by and my heart is not quite ready to say 

goodbye but my body is very ready for rest. We have had 
very full sessions which means lots of entertaining camper 
stories and moments to learn more about camp ministry. I 
could not have asked for a better place to learn about 
ministry and practice it hands-on than John Knox Ranch. 
Henry Owen and Andy Watson are 
both so full of passion for this place 

and eager to let others take the lead in activities. Rev. Emily Owen 
is a bonus for me here because we can chat about what it means to 
be a woman in ministry and all the ways to best offer pastoral care 
to others. I know this summer at camp will serve me for the rest of 
my life.  

 

I have also made friends here that I know will stay with me. I 
have served them communion through tears of laughter, had 
my hands dirty in the dish room while talking about life, 
stood in silence while watching the sunset, and so much 
more. Almost every session I have had the chance to greet 
campers at the gate as they come into the camp. The joy to 
be shared here is endless.  

 

I look forward to August 8th where I can rest and reflect on this summer and all I have 

learned.  

 Update from Katie Henderson 
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Due to the flooding, we were unable to 
have Community Table in the month of July.  No kitchen, 
means no cooking!  Pastor Jones and his wife, Kimberlie, as 
well as Maria Seaman from First Baptist graciously offered 

up their kitchen and building so that we can 
continue our drive-thru Community Table. 
 

August 3rd the Presbyterian Church will host.  August 17th 
Coastal Oaks Church will host. 
 

Thank you First Baptist for helping us with this 
ministry. 

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY   

through the use of our facilities …    

The Community Table  

 

Ministering to others through Prayer 
and Prayer Comforters 
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Ministering to others through Prayer and 
Prayer Comforters 
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Presbyterian Night Out 

Thank you to everyone that joined us for Presbyterian Night Out at Taqueria Vallarta.  Thank 
you also to Kathy and Michael Henderson for making the arrangements! 
 
August hosts are John and Adelaide Marlatt.  Watch your weekly e-blast for information on 
where and when we will hold the next Presbyterian Night Out.  Please plan to join us if you 
can.  Amazing fun, food, and conversations were had by all! 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
 1 Ingrid Little 
 3 Katie Clyburn Ledbetter 
 4 JoAnn Little 
 6 Jeremy Jaggard 
11 Gwen Hill 
13 Susan Smith 
15 Jeremy Schuler 
16 John Murray 
22 Ozzie Williams 
23  Jacque Park 
 Pati Vincent 
24 Daniel Booker 
25 Jim Anderson 
26 Gabe Schuler 
29 Adelaide Marlatt 
  

 

If you or family members are not listed, email Kim at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com with names and birth 
dates. We want our records to be accurate and include everyone. 
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The Not-So-Great Flood of July 2021 
Submitted by Kim Durkee 

When Carolina and I left at 8:45 the morning of July 

6th, we thought we were just going to get some rain 

and light flooding.  Surely it would be nothing ark 

worthy, right?  We sandbagged what we could, and 

told Luciano (our friend who stays here at the church and 

watches over it when no one is here) to keep an eye on 

the place.  Luciano  called me several times throughout 

the morning and texted.  His first call, “your door mats 

are floating away, I’ll move them to higher ground!”  The 

next less than an hour later, “There’s water in your 

church.”  I thanked him, told him to move to higher 

ground, and called Carolina, who was waiting things out 

with her daughter’s family just a block away.  Along with 

her family, Carolina went to the building as soon as 

waters had receded enough Wednesday evening.  These 

first pictures are what they found when they arrived.   
 

I was unable to get out of my neighborhood and to the church safely until 
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Thursday morning.  When I got to the church, Carolina and her 

husband Steve had already walked the building, checked for 

leaks, and had begun cleaning up the water 

on the floors. 
 

When Tom Collins with Alliance Carpet and 

his team showed up Friday, July 8th we had 

no idea what to expect.  They worked 10-12 

hours a day everyday, including weekends, to 

get the remediation completed in the entire 

first floor of the church.  Thank you just 

doesn’t cover the gratitude we have. 
 

We have had great volunteers show 

up to help with many tasks here.  

Thank you to everyone of you, there 

are too many to list, but know that 

you are so appreciated. 
 

Now we wait for the contractors and 

insurance so that we can build back 

our wonderful building and look forward to the great 

things God has in store for First 

Presbyterian Church of Rockport. 

The Not-So-Great Flood of July 2021 
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The Not-So-Great Flood of July 2021 
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PRESBYLINES is published monthly by: 

First Presbyterian Church  
301 Hwy 35 North - Rockport, TX 78382 
Phone No. (361)729-6251;   
Fax No. (361) 729-6299 
Email:  fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com 
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