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A Note from Kurt

This is my second (and final, I think,) installment of questions presented
to me from the PNC prior to being called to this church to know more
about me and to determine we are a good fit. This is a very important

part of the call process, and it is important to me that you know more
about me and my style of pastoral leadership and that I can be open and
forthright about areas that are comfortable to me
and areas where I don’t excel and rely on talents within the
congregation to help fill gaps.
Q)We would like to know what you would propose to attract new
and younger families?
This is a very, very important question and I could go on for pages talking about the
implications of this question, but I won’t. I will touch on a few issues and challenges that
arise from this question that need to be explored more deeply. Let me begin by pointing
out what has been happening to the Christian Church and non-Christian churches over
the past decades that have led up our current situation. Nothing I say here is either earth
shattering or something most of you don’t already know. The Christian Church is in
rapid decline. There has been nothing gradual about this and it isn’t the problem of any

A Note from Kurt, Cont’d
one denomination or part of the country, it is nation and worldwide. When the Pew
Research foundation reported a few years ago just how much church membership and
affiliation has dropped it caused many of us to try and figure out the reasons for this.
More on this later, but the truth remains, young families with children are one of the
biggest segments of the population that has abandoned church affiliation and
involvement. There is even a bigger movement toward people identifying themselves as
“Spiritual but not religious.” If we look at our own families, how many of our children or
grandchildren, all of whom have had very positive experiences with the church growing up,
are not involved in the life of any church? It’s not that they are angry with the church or
disagree with any particular doctrine of the church, it’s simply because the church has lost
its relevance and Sunday mornings are no longer considered sacred and are being filled
with other activities such as sports leagues, club functions, or just family time.
I had served on Commission on Ministry in my former Presbytery and part of that role is
to help churches who are looking for a new pastor, formulate what it is they are looking
for. I had worked with no fewer than 25 churches and each one, bar none, had that very

same topic on their wish list. When I decided to start looking at a different call, I must
have read over 100 church MIF’s and most (95+%) wanted someone who would attract
young families and children.
I had attended a seminar that was sponsored by the PCUSA and one of the classes I
attended addressed this very issue. The leader of this class was our Stated Clerk, Rev.
Dr. Herbert Nelson who is a gifted pastor and leader. In dealing with this very question,
he theorizes that the church of the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s is long gone. Our Sunday
Morning experiment is over. In other words, people won’t be coming back to church

simply because we are having Sunday morning worship. Instead, we need to challenge
ourselves to rediscover what the Church of Jesus Christ really is and in what direction
God wants us to travel. If we think the answer is dazzling light shows, rock bands,
inspirational speakers, and celebrity pastors, we are doomed for failure. This is the
precisely what Jesus warns us against. The Church of Jesus Christ, if it is to become
relevant and important again in the lives of our younger generations, needs to refocus on
those very issues that are important to our God in Jesus Christ. We need to shed our
prejudices and judgements of others and put or energies toward understanding and
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reconciliation with those we don’t understand.

This is no small task, but it’s what’s needed to revitalize the church, which will in turn, make
church involvement important again to younger families with children, and it takes the effort
of all of us.
If I had an easy answer to this question, my retirement would be secure and very, very
early. And while it may not be as easy as we’d like it to be, God has promised that He will
be with us every step of the way. And with that kind of power involved, anything is
possible.
We are still so happy to be here and part of such a loving and gifted community of

believers and I am so excited to get working with all of you as we journey toward these
goals and grow in faith.
Blessings,
kurt

Are You Being Called?
Dear Friends,
One of the great strengths of our denomination, the
PCUSA, is our system of government. In my work with
other clergy and churches, I often hear how much more
smoothly their churches would run if they had a similar
form of government. It is certainly one of which I am
very proud. While it may seem somewhat cumbersome
and restrictive at times, it is designed to help our
churches and their committees function smoothly and effectively. And, for the most part, it
works.
Within this system of government, there are certain roles and responsibilities that, if absent,
make a smooth operation much less so. One of these roles is Clerk of Session. Clerk of Session
is a vital position within the framework of our church. The lack of a clerk leaves crucial
functions of the church undone or partially done, which can have deleterious effects on an
active congregation.
This is a call to anyone who feels led to fulfill this role to give it your prayerful consideration in
accepting this important calling. All that is required to be Clerk is a desire to serve God by
serving the church and to be an ordained elder. One need not be a currently serving elder to
be Clerk, and, there is no time limit as to how long a person may serve as Clerk.
If interested, please reach out to me (618.292.9327) or Michael Henderson. And please, if you
have any questions or inquiries, feel free to ask. There will be no pressure or obligation.
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Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about Committees,
but Were Afraid to Ask
We’ve all heard talk of the wonderful works committees do in our church, but we may not
always know if a committee needs members, what duties a committee has, or when those
committees meet.
If you’ve ever felt the tug at your heart to join a committee, but weren’t sure where your
gifts might be the most useful, keep reading… this article is for you!
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE ~ Currently chaired by Michael Henderson, the Operations
Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at 5:00pm in the Conference Room.
The responsibilities of the committee are maintenance, repairs, and insurance for the church
building and grounds, approval of building use requests, financial overseeing.
Subcommittees of the Operations Committee are Personnel and Stewardship.
INREACH COMMITTEE ~ Currently chaired by Bruce Goodlock, the InReach Committee
meets the third Thursday of each month at 4:30pm in the Cage. The responsibility of the
InReach Committee is “member care.” This could mean many things such as phone calls, at
home visits, our birthday card ministry, or meal prep for those members that are recovering
from illnesses. Fellowship is a Subcommittee of the InReach Committee.
WORSHIP COMMITTEE ~ Currently chaired by Katie Ledbetter, the Worship Committee
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 4:30pm in the Conference Room. The
responsibilities of the Worship Committee include finding ushers, greeters, pulpit supply,
preparing the sacraments, and assisting in the organization of special services.
PROGRAM COMMITTEE ~ The Program Committee is not currently active, but certainly
needs to be. The responsibilities are camps/conferences, Christian education (Sunday School
curriculum), Community Table, Church Library, overseeing the nursery, VBS, and the Youth
ministry. You need not be an Elder to Chair this committee, but an Elder will need to be on
the committee to report to Session. If you are interested in heading up this very important
committee, please let Kurt know.
OUTREACH COMMITTEE ~ The OutReach Committee is not currently active either. The
responsibility of the OutReach Committee is to help our church be known in the community
and to communicate with visitors. Again, you need not be an Elder to Chair this committee,
but an Elder will need to be on the committee to report to Session. If you are interested in
heading up this very important committee, please let Kurt know.
Please spend some time in consideration of where your talents might be best applied. If you
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the Chairperson of the committees, or
Kurt. We would love to have you join us in the joyful work we do as the Church!
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Worship Committee
March was a quick month! We are now in the season
of Lent. Please be on the lookout for all the events
leading up to, as well as, Easter Sunday!
If you are interested in being an Usher, please talk
to me, Katie Ledbetter. I will have a sign-up sheet
to fill out for the month of April. If you have any questions,
please let me know!

We need flowers in the sanctuary! Please see the sign-up sheet
in the hallway going toward Fellowship Hall
and sign-up for a Sunday you would like to
donate flowers. We have two stands on either side of the
Pulpit where flowers can be placed.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped out during
the month of March! We really appreciate each of you!
Live Streaming Service is at 10:30 am on First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook
page as well as on Zoom.
In Christ,
Katie Ledbetter on behalf of the Worship Committee
Music Department

“Notes” From the Music Director, Yvonne Jaggard
Join us on Good Friday,
April 15 at 7:00 pm.
The chancel choir will present “The Living Last Words.”
This dramatic, powerful work is inspired by the Seven
Last Words of Christ with imagined responses of witnesses
at Calvary.
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Operations Committee - Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s Report - February 28, 2022
Year to Date

Income
Expenses

2/28/22
$79,507
$39,315

2022 Budget
$55,388
$57,736
By Robert and Holly Hamilton, Co-Treasurers

InReach Committee
Wednesday night social supper study led by Bruce
Goodlock will resume April 20 and continue through
May 25. Social will start about 5, supper about
5:20, and study about 5:45.
We will be using Reading the Bible for
Understanding, a six-week series written by James
E. Davison, who is an instructor at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary, as well as a former pastor,
and a former college professor. The study book
was published in 2012 by CMP, part of Presbyterian
Church (USA).
Each person in the study group should have their
own participant book for these lessons -- if you are interested in
attending please let Church Lady Kim know by April 8 so she can order a
sufficient number of books.

Fellowship Committee
The 2nd Sunday Fellowship Lunch ... will be April 10th!
Soup, Salad, Sandwiches, and Sweets treat.
Pull a tab from poster in coffee are and enjoy lunch with your
church family.
Also, Easter morning the Fellowship Committee will provide pastries and
goodies before worship…please join us.
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Presbyterian Women
This article, which combines March happenings with
scheduled April activities, has a happy vibe. Spring has
finally arrived and it is time to see which of our favorite
plants survived the cold nights we experienced this winter. April is the month of Holy
week and Easter so we will be changing the cadence with church activities. Some of
them involve the women specifically, some are service oriented and some were just
for fun and fellowship. If you are new and are looking to make new friends among
the congregation, read on……. We provide the following to give you an update of
activity dates and a view of what is happening in the various ongoing activities of
Presbyterian Women.
April PW Meeting – Will be held April 5, 2022, 10:00 a.m. in the café area of
Fellowship Hall at our own facility. Come join us for the PW meeting which is usually
held the first Tuesday.
Bible Study – Our study for this year ended with the March Study, but this is something
we do every year, usually kicking off in September. Stay posted, we will alert you as
soon as something is announced for next year.
Quilts – The women have resumed making quilts in the sewing room. If you are looking to
spend some time with “ladies who sew” this is a great place to do it. This month they will
meet on April 19th, 9 – 12. Most of the time, activity revolves around creating the
beautiful prayer quilts you see hanging, waiting for people to tie prayer knots.
Castaways - Busy as usual. With winter Texans heading out at the end of March, local
volunteers are NEEDED. Here is some encouraging news. Not everything that comes in to
Castaways is saleable at Castaways and some new ways to repurpose these items are being
found. Nineteen boxes of articles for Su Casa de Esperanza were taken to the Valley
facility by Larry & Karen Cobb. In addition, items salvaged during “pulling” were picked
up by the Aransas County Children’s Coalition to be used in their activities. Veronika
Camehl provides the regularly scheduled times to serve in her Castaway article.
PW Business:
Missions: The annual Birthday fundraiser is scheduled to be held in May 10th in the
Fellowship Hall. The exact date will be announced next month.
Backpack Program: Trish Revel who handles this activity indicated things were going
well.
Beas Scholarship – Our student has been taken care of for this semester.
Good Samaritans: Our representative, Karen Winterowd, announced she had placed a
box in the Narthex (where the quilts usually hang) to gather items for Good Samaritans.
Samaritans are still looking for volunteers to work at the distribution center on Monday,
Wednesday and Fridays. If you have some free time, check with Karen Winterowd to get
the phone # to call to see when you can go in to talk with them about where you can serve.
Easter Lilies - 20 Easter lilies were planned for this years’ service and all have been
spoken for. Blessings for a beautiful Easter service setting.
May God’s grace be showered upon each of you.

Adelaide Marlatt
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Ministering to Women …

Mo Ranch – There are few things PW
does that compare with the weekend
gathering at our Presbyterian-owned retreat in the
Hill Country. This year, 15 of our women dropped
everything to journey there and enjoy the fresh air and
fellowship fun that seems to abound everywhere at MO!
Checkout the pictures!

Nikki Yarnall, Pam Roe, and Barb
Goodlock were installed into the
Coordinating Team Saturday evening
after workshops and dinner were over.
Rev. Laurie Palmer, Stated Clerk of
Presbytery, led worship Sunday morning,
while Rev. Sheri Ditman led the
Communion Service. It was a wonderful
feeling to celebrate our church’s new
beginning with time to renew and refresh
with our sisters at Mo!
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Ministering to Women …

Women of the church are invited
to the P.W. Birthday Party
Tuesday, May 10
5:00 pm Open Business Meeting - Café
5:30 pm Dinner, Program, Dessert - FH

Why should you come?
Dinner will be catered, so you can just show up!
BIRTHDAY CAKE!
There will be an informative program!

Participants typically make a donation to PW’s Annual
Birthday Offering which awards grants to up to 5 programs.
Primarily making possible capital improvement projects, the
Birthday Offering supports both domestic and international
ministries. Our gifts to the Birthday Offering help fund real
solutions in the areas of health, education, economic
development and the needs of women and children.
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
through the use of our facilities …
The Community Table

FYIs and UPDATES:
1.

April’s serving schedule and FPC Coordinators
Date
April 5
April 19

2.

Host Church
FPC Coordinator
Sacred Heart Catholic Church TBD
First Methodist Church
TBD

STATS for March:
1: Pancake, sausage, bacon
Dessert: Orange
Number Served:

90

Host: St. Peter’s Episcopal

15: Sloppy Joes, baked Cookies
Number Served: 60

Host: Rockport Ladies Lions Club

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
Castaways
Greetings from the Castaways team.
Spring Break was awesome at the store, loads of shoppers every day. We welcome
your donations and look forward to seeing some new faces. Our Winter Texans have
returned north and we will miss them greatly! Big thank yous to Sue DeGaynor, Jane
Ethington, and Betty Shultz. Their dedication has been of great help and they will be
missed!
A big thank you to Patsy and Ozzie Williams for their job of “sprucing up” the antique
sideboard that will be in the narthex area of the church…what craftsmen you are. Many
of the furnishings that were lost in the flood have been replaced with items from Castaways. Sally Reynolds has done some fine shopping and we thank her.
We love to receive furniture, housewares, and small appliances. Bill Burton is our “cord
guy” …anything with a cord goes to him and he gets it ready to sell, we so appreciate
you Bill!
Just a reminder, our hours are:
Monday…. we run the shop, 8-3, with lunch served (worth coming just for that)
Thursday…we price 8-11
We can find a job for anyone, there is always something happening!
Connie Schuler, Veronika Camehl, All volunteers
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MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY
Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans
Hey GOOD SAMARITANS!
Did you know that last year our Rockport/Fulton Good
Samaritan organization provided food, our greatest request, for 4,800
families? That’s a total of 12,000 individuals!
When our Presbyterian Women gather on April 5th at 10:00 we will have the
wonderful opportunity to explore w/Dorothy McAbee & Terry de la Fuentes any
question you ever had regarding their ministry here in Aransas County. So
please come to PW’ April meeting.
Pray w/me for our Staff & volunteers at Good Samaritans in their endeavors to
care for & meet the needs of our brothers & sisters that are having a hard time.
Your representative to Good Samaritans,
Karen Winterowd

Ministering to others through
Prayer and
Prayer Comforters

Thank You card from : Dean Pasold
Prayer Comforter requested by : Bev and Terry Jacobson
Date Received : March, 2022
Prayers for : Death of his son who was a firefighter and caught COVID during a rescue
Dear Church Friends,
I want to thank you for the Prayer Blanket. It was so thoughtful of you to even remember me as I have been gone from Rockport 10 years.
Yes 2021 wasn’t a very good year at my home as in April my sister passed away and then the day after Thanksgiving my son passed away
from COVID. He was very much loved in his community and very honored.
The sorrow and hurt will always be with me, but I also am very proud of his accomplishments in his short life.
Again, thank you so much for caring.
Love,
Dean
———————————————
Thank You card from : Steve Hansohn
Prayer Comforter requested by : Betty Schultz
Date Received : March 2022
Prayers for : Zoster Meningitis
Dear Friends,
Thank you for the beautiful prayer comforter made especially for me by the ladies of your Presbyterian Womens group and for all
your congregation’s prayers for me as evidenced by the knots. Your kindness has touched my heart.
I’m feeling stronger each day and am looking forward to a complete recovery with the Lords grace. May God bless you all.
Sincerely,
Steve
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Ministering to others through
Prayer and
Prayer Comforters

Thank You card from : Don Shawver
Prayer Comforter requested by : Kathy Roberts-Douglass
Date Received : March, 2022
Prayers for : Esophageal Cancer
My Dear friends at First Presbyterian Church, (especially KRD)
Your prayers sent to me through the “Prayer Comforter” really helped me battle this unexpected cancer and I must say; the nausea; most associated
with treatement was not a factor in this first round. Fatigue was an issue but I am certain not as big an issue as expected. I remained positive in my
attitude and when feeling “down”, I would wrap myself up in the comforter and think of all the wonderful things that were happening to me. I was
blessed to have good friends and new friends that I have yet to meet in person.
Surgery is set for March 16 and a 10 day stay at MD Anderson following surgery. Although a complicated procedure, I have no qualms about having it
done and making a full recovery in a short amount of time-since I have a blanket of prayers.
I really am blessed and I cannot thank you enough for putting me on your list of those in needs.
When the time is right, I will attend your services and will meet some great people. You already have one great member (Kathy Roberts-Douglass) and
I thank her for getting the ball rolling.
See you in April or May,
Don
———————————————
Thank You card from : Jerry Hanson
Prayer Comforter requested by : Connie Schuler
Date Received : March 2022
Prayers for : Fall and cracked eye socket
Sewing Ladies and FPC,
Thank you for the lovely Prayer Blanket and knots! I survived a clumsy gall and all clear now. Another blessing.
Jerry

in

04
09
14
16

Collin Jackson
Joseph Garcia
Janet Gaskamp
Bill Hamilton
Jason Marton

18
20
21

Ernest Camehl
Robert Hamilton
Kathy Henderson

If your birthday is not listed, please contact the church office
and let us know.
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Update from Katie Henderson
March was full of joy and travel, and activism! The sun
really warmed up Austin, and so did all the activities I
had going on. In the first week of Lent, I got to work
with some of my classmates and professors to
participate in a rally at the Texas capital in support of
Transgender Youth. It was uplifting to stand side by
side with those I learn with and from and let the youth
of Texas know that God loves them dearly. The next
day we all received ashes for Ash Wednesday and
talked deeply about what it means for us all to be made
from dust as we hear in the
story of creation. And then, that Friday and Saturday, the
African American Diaspora Student Group led a conference
call HESED, which means love in action in Hebrew. The
conference focuses on how the church universal can work to
ensure that everyone feels welcomed and valued in the
Kingdom of God. I was grateful to be invited to help with the
worship services led by Ruling Elder Elona Street-Stewart, who
is an indigenous woman and co-moderator of the PCUSA
general assembly.
The following week was midterms on campus, which meant
several projects and papers needed to be submitted. On March
12th, I started my spring break by flying to San Francisco for a
few days. I spent four days eating
great food and hanging out with some
of my favorite people. I came back to
Austin for a few days of rest. I ended my spring break at MoRanch for the Mission Presbytery Women’s Conference. It was a
delight seeing some of the women from our church there. One of
my friends from seminary and her sister led music for the
weekend, which was also a joy to witness. It was the perfect way
to end my spring break.
The last few days of March were packed with volunteering,
planning worship services on campus, preparing for Holy Week,
and enjoying the sun as much as possible. I have been going on
lots of walks with my dog and friends. I have also picked up
playing pickleball, which is similar to tennis, just easier to chat while playing, which is my
favorite part.
April marks the last full month of my seminary career. That feels shocking to say. I will
hopefully be finalizing my next steps for after graduation in the coming weeks. I assume
there will be celebrations and sadness alike as I prepare to leave this plan I have been so
deeply invested in the past few years.
I look forward to sharing with y’all where God is calling me after graduation!
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March in Pictures

March was a time for fun and fellowship.
We held our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for the first time since
the pandemic started! And as always, Presbyterian Night Out was
so much fun with 26 people in attendance!
We also had installation and ordination of elders.
Please keep and eye on the activity calendar and the activities in our Sunday Bulletins and
e-blasts for your chance to join in on all the fun we have!
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This calendar is current at the time of publishing on 3/30/22. This calendar can change frequently, so for an updated look at what’s happening at First
Presbyterian Church of Rockport, please go to our website. http://www.rockportpresbyterian.org/events-calendar/

April Activity Calendar
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