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“People ministering to people for Christ’s sake. 

 

*  Stuff  from the staff  :  Bruce Goodlock * 
Once upon a time, not so very long ago, the session of First Presbyterian Church, Rockport 
chose to spend three months without the presence or the services of the regular, long-time, 
ordained pastor. In other words, 15 ruling elders agreed to present Charlie Schuler with a 3-
month sabbatical during which time those same 15 ruling elders would see to covering the 
duties and responsibilities that were normally Charlie's. Of course the ruling elders were wise 
enough to call on more people to share the tasks. For the duration you all – we all – have been 
part of the Sabbatical Experience. On November 30, 2015, the Great Experiment ends! 
 

Now is the time for all good men to come to the aid of their country. … Oops, wrong speech! 
(rewind) 
 

Now is the time to assess how we, individually and collectively, have been affected by our sabbatical 
experiences. Each of us can only speak for ourself; we needs must share our feelings and our thoughts so we 
can begin to appreciate the opinions of the whole body. I invite you to talk about this sabbatical time with those 
around you whenever and wherever possible. When you meet with God in prayer, speak out. When you meet with 
friends, be they church members or not, speak out. When you meet with a church group for whatever purpose, 
speak out.  
 

As you speak, listen to those around you when they speak, also. We should be having conversations, not 
monologues, on the topic of this sabbatical. Conversations in which we allow ourselves to hear others who may 
or may not feel the same as we do. Conversations that will give us more fodder to chew over and to digest before 
we make summary statements regarding this sabbatical. Take time to pray, to listen, to discuss, to discern.  
 

Remember  – “You can't please all the people” – ever! Things were changed and have changed during the last 
three months. Speak up about what you liked, speak up about what you didn't like. Speak up about what you 
have learned, both the positive and the negative. As you listen to yourself and to others, consider what God 
might be leading us toward based on our recent experiences. Speak up about your considerations.  
 

Speak to your friends, of course; but more importantly speak to the ruling elders who comprise the session. 
Session is the body which governs the workings of this congregation; Session is the body that can best act on 
your suggestions, your recommendations, your discernment. Of course each individual is invited, is 
encouraged, to discern and act individually. But, we are the church, and that means we are all parts of the one 
body, with Jesus Christ as the head.  
 

So, please, sooner rather than later, often rather than seldom, speak with your Session members. They are: 
 

 Class of 2015  Class of 2016  Class of 2017  Class of 2018 
 Janet Gaskamp Veronica Camehl Lois Atwood  B. J. Edens 
 Dayne Luce  Peter Chamberlain Dwight Edens  Janet Gaskamp 
 Kelly McNeely  Ingrid Little  Adelaide Marlatt Scott Hime 
 Jad Smith  Tom Jaggard  Sally Reynolds  Kelly McNeely 
 Kim Thompson Pati Vincent  Jo Smth  Nancy Melcher 
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Choose welcome, not fear 
November 17, 2015 by Gradye Parsons  Stated Clerk, PC(USA) 
 
LOUISVILLE (Office of General Assembly) We are a world grieving. We mourn the 
many deaths, not only in Paris, but also in Beirut, Baghdad, and Egypt. Any sense of 
security we have had is badly compromised by these horrific events; moreover, our fear 
of ISIS grows with every successful execution of its violent agenda. 
 
Much has been taken from us but we still hold the choice as to how we react in our grief and fear. Many 
politicians have rushed from grief to fearful judgment. More than half of the governors of our states have 
attempted to protect their citizens by issuing declarations denying entry of Syrian refugees into their states (as 
if all of the potential terrorists are Syrian). Some have gone so far as to call for denial of entry to all refugees at 
the present time, as if that will guarantee safety to the citizens of their state. 
 
As U.S. governors pledge to refuse Syrian refugees within their states and some presidential hopefuls promise 
to abandon the refugee program altogether, we the people have a choice to make. We can choose to follow 
those who would have us hide in fear or we can choose hope. 
 
Our nation, for decades, has chosen hope and welcome for those fleeing war and persecution. Since 1975, 
more than three million refugees have found safety and security within our nation’s borders. Right now 11 
million Syrians cannot go to school, tend to their land, or raise their children in the place they know as home. 
They cannot do these things because they, themselves, have been terrorized for far too long by numerous 
factions, including their own government. 
 
Do we choose to abandon our plan to protect these Syrians because the people who have been threatening 
them are now threatening the West as well? ISIS has taken lives; they have taken our sense of security. Do we 
now hand over our hope and compassion to them? 
 
Obviously, we need to move forward with a disciplined response, expediting security checks such as those 
employed by the U.S. refugee admission program. To refuse certain persons who are fleeing terror and 
persecution because they are “Syrian” or of some other particular ethnic group is unjust and may be illegal 
under U.S. law. We can be disciplined and, at the same time, led to love beyond our own limited, fearful 
vision. 
 
After the crucifixion of Jesus, the disciples hid in fear. They locked the doors but God had another plan. Jesus 
appeared to them and said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn. 20:21). We were 
not meant to hide. We were meant to walk out in hope and compassion.  Author, poet, and peace activist 
Wendell Berry wrote, “Healing is impossible in loneliness; it is the opposite of loneliness. Conviviality is 
healing. To be healed we must come with all the other creatures to the feast of Creation” (The Art of the 
Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays, “The Body and the Earth,” p. 99). The way to end terror is to prove that 
those who demonize us are wrong. We are not a heartless secular culture. We must witness to the Gospel with 
generous hospitality. To hide in fear is a mistake. Fear is the ammunition of terror. Hope is the best defense. 

*  Stuff  from the staff  :  Bruce Goodlock * 

Community Thanksgiving Service 
 
First Baptist Church will host this annual service on Sunday, November 22, at 7:00 P.M.  
Ministers of the Aransas County Ministerial Association will lead the service, and an 
offering will be received for the work of the Association. 
 

http://pres-outlook.org/author/gradyeparsons/
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*  Stuff  from the staff  :  The Church Lady * 

Office Hours during The Holidays  
 

 

Wednesday, November 25, HALF DAY:  8:30 AM to 12:00 PM  
: 

Thursday, November 26 & Friday, November 27 ….  
 

Monday, November 30:  Regular Office Hours of 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM resume 

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 23, HALF DAY:  8:30 AM to 12:30 PM  
: 

Thursday, December 24 & Friday, December 25 ….  
 

Monday, December 28 :  Regular Office Hours of 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM resume 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 31, HALF DAY:  8:30 AM to 12:30 PM  
: 

Friday, January 1 , NEW YEARS DAY………………………. 
 

Monday, January 4:  Regular Office Hours of 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM resume 
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Results of the Sunday, November 1, Congregational Meeting …. 
 

...of First Presbyterian Church was held immediately following the 11 o'clock Worship Service.   
 
Session called the meeting for the following purposes: 
 

1. To act on report of the Nominating Committee 
2. To elect three at-large members to the 2016 Church Officer Nominating Committee 
3. To lay out the preliminary 2016 Church Budget 
4. To attend to any other matters pursuant to the stated call for this meeting 

 
Nominees approved for the Class of 2018 were: 
  
 1.  B.J. Edens 
 2.  Janet Gaskamp 
 3.  Scott Hime 
 4.  Kelly McNeely 
 5.  Nancy Melcher 

 
At-large nominees approved to serve on the 2016 Church Officer Nominating Committee were: 
  

 1.  Kathy Green 
 2.  Holly Hamilton 
 3.  Sandy Swanson 

 
2016 Preliminary Church Budget 
    Kay Stanley, Treasurer, laid out and briefly explained the preliminary 2016 budget.  No action taken. 
 

           2016  
            Preliminary 

   Expenses           Budget    
    
   Church Programs      $   15,860   
   Church Worship                    3,850 
   Outreach                                 500 
   General & Administrative 
 Building & Grounds  $22,400      
 Kitchen Supplies         800  
 Insurance     36,500       
 Office Administration    19,770 
   Other        2,300             
 Utilities     27,600   
       Sub-Total G&A     109,370 
     Payroll                 210,998 
 Total G & A                    320,368 
      
         Grand Total Expenses     $ 340,578   

 

 

By Sally Reynolds 

*  Stuff  from the Administration  - The Clerk of  Session  * 
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1. Date:   December 6  

2. Theme :     A welcome back ! 

3. Meal :   Potluck 

4. Where:  Youth Center (a.k.a.  “The Gym”)   

5. When  Immediately following the 11:00 Service.   

4.  Other :  Not only will we enjoy another delicious, 

relaxing lunch with our church family but also get to 

celebrate the return of CHARLIE and CONNIE ! 
 

PLUS . . .  

 
A RECEPTION HONORING OUR MUSIC DEPARTMENT:   

 

The Fellowship Committee cordially invites the 

congregation to attend a reception in the Youth 

Center (gym) at the conclusion of the Music 

Department’s presentation of its annual Christmas 

Cantata on Sunday, December 20.  Take advantage of 

this opportunity to express thanks and appreciation for 

the long hours, hard work and dedication of Music 

Director Yvonne Jaggard, our pianist Merlene Flournoy, 

and all members of the Chancel and Hand Bell choirs.  
 

Coffee, punch, and a celebratory cake will be served.  

 

 …   ’s Fellowship lunch is …  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  - Fellowship Committee 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS - Operations Committee  

Operations Committee meeting November 20,  

1. Old Business -  

 A.  Thermostats are now programmed with a keypad lock to prevent tampering with settings making it 

necessary to give The Church Lady ample advance warning if they need John to adjust temperature settings for  

  a.  Pre-approved one-time meetings or events;  

  b.  Reoccurring meetings or events need the temperature setting adjusted; 

Note: Reminder John Watters’ work schedule is 3 hours on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays so it important to think and plan ahead  

 B.  Two security/safety-related projects are still in process :   

  a.   Quotes to re-key all interior and exterior doors has been tabled until after the new year since  

Scotty’s Lock & Key is closed until mid-December.   

  b.  Research into installing a security camera system has been expanded to include interior as well 

as more exterior doors but also tying it to the relocking project;   

 C.   For those wondering about, and frustrated with the neon flame not working on the cross facing 

Highway 35, there has been no movement by CJ’s Sign and Crane.  Looking for someone who knows CJ to 

“poke” him into activity so the sign is fixed before the Christmas Eve worship service. 

 

2. New Business 

 A.  Building & Room Use Requests 

  a.  Caro Jackson,  on behalf of Nanci Barnes, asked (and received) permission to use the 

Sanctuary and employ Carolina and Merlene for a memorial service remembering Al  Barnes on Saturday, 

November 21 at 1pm; 

  b.  Pati Vincent asked for (and received) permission to use the Parlor for a monthly meeting of the 

Rockport Surgical Weight Loss Support Group on the 3rd Tuesday at 7pm. 

  c.  Russ Mumaw, representing the  Lions Club, requested (and received) permission  to change the 

venue for their previously approved Mid-Winter Conference on Saturday, January 23,  from the Fellowship Hall 

to the Gym    

 B.  Other 

  a. Bev Jacobson, on behalf of the Veterans Outreach Center, requested approval of a  design 

drawing for a 6’ tall, V-shaped identity sign to be set back in the yard at the corner of Live Oak and Laurel streets.  

The matter was tabled pending verification by  City an ordinance does not exist  prohibiting business signage on  

residential property.     

  b. A discussion concerning the 2 vacant lots on Live Oak was eventually tabled until Charlie’s 

return.  Focus dealt with selling the lots and applying the proceeds toward funding the Long-range Planning 

Committee’s goal of repaving the deteriorating parking lots.  Preliminary estimates to replace the asphalt with 

cement range between $90,000 to $100,000.  Ultimate and final approval, should it become a viable option, rests 

with the  congregation since the property belongs to the Church. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS - Operations Committee  

Stewardship 2016 :     
Counting our Many Blessings 

 

Dear Congregation, 

 

My name is Ingrid U. Little. I am an elder at First Presbyterian Church, Class of 2016. I have been asked 

to help with the stewardship campaign for the year 2016. 

 

I must say it is my privilege to attend a church with so many talented people. It always amazes me on how 

much our church does not for just our own congregation but our community as well. I have said many times 

we are the smallest but yet LARGEST church with a heart that just keeps giving to so many needy 

organizations.  

 

God has given us 100 percent of all we have and allows us to use up to 90 percent of our resources to 

provide for our basic human needs, meet the needs of others, and bring glory to God. When we give 10 

percent back to God, it is simply a practical way to say THANK YOU for the 100 percent God has 

first given us.   

    

In my wallet I carry a widow’s mite. So no matter where I am or what I am 

doing I am always reminded of the value of a gift. No matter the size of that 

gift but that it comes freely and purely and generously from the heart.  

 

As God witnesses the donation made by the rich men, he highlights how a 
poor widow donates only two mites, the least valuable coin at the time. 
But, Jesus observes the sum was everything she had to her name, while 
the other people, give only a small portion of their wealth.  
 
With these words in mind please think and pray about your giving to the church. I realize that we are all 

different with different means as well as different talents. But, please I urge you to walk around our church 

see what we do for all of mankind. Read the Presby-by-lines. It warms my heart to see what this little/big 

church of Rockport, Texas can do.  
 

Blessings, 

Ingrid U. Little, Chair 

2016 Stewardship Campaign 
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Treasurer’s Report as of October 31, 2015 
 

Year to Date  10/31/15 10/31/14 2015 Budget 
 

Income   $281,956 $256,215  $250,941 
 

Expenses  $281,889 $264,487  $280,366 
 

Cash over (short) $        67 $ (8,272)  $(29,415) 
 

 

Having read Ingrid’s letter on the previous page, prayerfully consider a Pledge this year.  Pledges not only 

enable the Operations Committee to prepare a reliable budget but also helps us determine a plan of 

action for the coming year.  Fill out and deposit a pledge card in the lock box in the Vestibule, the 

collection plates, or email to The Church Lady at fpc.churchlady@yahoo.com - preferably on or 

before. Stewardship Sunday, December 6..   
 

In case you were wondering:   

Results of FPC’s Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans “Day of Giving“ donation:  $1,668 which is 

comparable to previous years, though this is slightly higher.  Presbyterian Women also donated 

$1,000.  
 

Our November utility expenses:  
 Electricity    -    $2,512.08    Youth Bldg/FH/Kitchen   $1,108.75 

    Church/Offices/Classrooms/Sanctuary   1,365.14 

     3 Outdoor security lights              38.19. 
  

City of Rockport - $    224.76:        Water/Sewer     $   80.39 

   Garbage (1x pickup on Saturday)        108.43   

    Gas            35.94 
Kay Stanley, Treasurer 

 Counting our Blessings  -  2016 Commitment Card 
(Please print)  
Name:_______________________________________  Phone(s): 
Address:_____________________________________ Landline:_____________________________ 
City, Zip _____________________________________ Mobile:  _____________________________ 
Email Address:_______________________________ 
 

As an expression of thanks for God’s blessings to me, I commit to 
(check one)  
 

 

Weekly for 52 weeks   $________________ 
Monthly for 12 months  $________________ 
Semi-monthly for 24 periods $________________ 
Quarterly for 4 payments   $________________ 
Yearly payment of   $________________ 
“As Can” payments of   $________________ 
 

 

Comments:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Operations Committee -  Treasurer’s Report 
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The PC(USA) fourth and final annual special offering for 2015 is the Christmas Joy 

Offering which will be received Sunday, December 20th.  My Treasurer’s Report in 

January’s newsletter will announce the amount collected.  Following is a reprint of 

last year’s promotional material released by PC(USA) explaining the purpose of the 

collection and naming some of its beneficiaries. They titled it “Keeping the promise 

of the Advent season.”   

Kay Stanley, Treasurer 
 

During this Advent season, we reflect on the influence a promise can have on our lives. God promised each 

of us salvation, and kept that promise with the birth of Jesus. That promise sustains and uplifts us, 

during good times and challenging ones.  When we understand this deeper meaning of a promise, we also 

understand each of us has a special responsibility to make, and keep, faithful promises of our own. The 

Christmas Joy Offering is one way to do that. Each gift received equally supports two vital promises for 

our faith. 
 

Through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, the Christmas Joy Offering assists church workers 

and their families during times of need, giving back to those who have spent their lives in the service of 

the church. The program provides grants for housing supplements, income assistance, and pastoral vocational 

leadership needs. 
 

The Christmas Joy Offering also supports the education and development of our future leaders at 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. These schools are dedicated to nurturing opportunity 

and creating environments where diverse students can succeed from a foundation of Christian values. The 

Offering benefits Menaul School and Presbyterian Pan American School, two secondary schools that ready 

students for a path of higher learning, as well as Stillman College, where graduates are prepared for lives of 

leadership and service. 
 

When you give to the Christmas Joy Offering, you help sustain these promises and uplift our brothers and 

sisters in Christ by reducing their burdens and opening new paths of opportunity.  

 

Please give generously  through (a) your congregation, (b) text JOY to 20222 to give $10 or (c) online at 

presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy  
 

Links 

Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions 

http://www.pensions.org/PlansAndPrograms/AssistanceProgram/Pages/default.aspx 
 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges  

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/resc/ 
 

Menaul School  

www.menaulschool.com 
 

Presbyterian Pan American School  

www.ppas.org 
 

Stillman College  

www.stillman.edu 

 

 

Operations Committee -  More from theTreasurer  

http://www.pensions.org/PlansAndPrograms/AssistanceProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/resc/
http://www.menaulschool.com
http://www.ppas.org
http://www.stillman.edu
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COMMITTEE REPORTS :     OutReach Committee 

 

REACHING OUT 

By Jo Smith 

  

Recently the Outreach Committee has been 

delivering the yellow “Welcome” flyers to local 

RV Parks to invite Winter Texans and other 

Rockport visitors to come to Church.  The office 

managers have all welcomed the flyers and 

commented about finding the best place for 

their display.  For example, one said, “...let’s put 

them in the Laundry Room—more people will 

see them there”.  Another special moment 

came when a manager said, “Oh yes, you’re the 

church that had the boots and flag on the 

corner”.  

 

REACH OUT in 

different ways and 

positive results 

happen. 

 

 

Welcome  
to  

First Presbyterian  
Church 

Rockport, Texas 

301 Highway 35 North    (361) 729-6251 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

Early Worship:  8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School:  9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Coffee & Fellowship:  10:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship:  11:00 a.m. 

 

 

Wednesday Night Schedule 

Bible Study & Supper 

(Nov. – May) 

Meal:   5:30-6:00 p.m. 

Study:  6:00- 7:00 p.m. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  - Worship Committee 
 

We continue to be lead in worship by members and friends...it is amazing to see how the Holy Spirit has 
impacted lives and has brought members of our church to accept leadership roles. 

 
Many helped make an exciting and memorable month with special thanks to… 
  
 

Head Ushers:   Janet Gaskamp and Pati Vincent 
Assisted with worship: Dwight Edens, Tom Jaggard,  
Scripture Readers:  Kathy Green, B. J. Edens,  Caro Jackson and Tom Jaggard 

 Communion :  
Administered by: Rev. Kathy Anderson, John Knox Ranch 
Preparer:   Debbie Shedden 

 Servers:   Lois Atwood,  Caro Jackson, Ingrid Little, Jad Smith, Pati Vincent 
 Wine provided by:  Sally Reynolds 
 
 

OTHER  STUFF:   
 

 
 Session Moderator, Rev. Laura Neely from Parkway Presbyterian Church-Corpus Christi, 

once again commuted to Rockport to moderate our Session Meeting on Thursday night, 
November 19.  She has been doing this each month while Charlie’s on sabbatical.  

 Pulpit Fill :  
 Week 9, November 1:        Rev. Kathy Anderson, John Knox Ranch  
 Week 10, November 08:   Ted Flournoy 
 Week 11, November 15       Rev. Dr. Al Krummenacher, Austin Theologial Seminary 
 Week 12, November 22:    Commissioned Ruling Elder Bruce Goodlock 
 Week 13, November 29:     Ingrid Little narrates presentation of the Chrismons with 
         Bruce Goodlock assisting in the Order of Worship 
 

Each of the above guest clergy lent their own special interpretation of scripture and 
messages which left us with memorable catch phrases we’re still repeating today:  "Can I 
get an AMEN?" from Ted and "STAY IN THE BOAT!" by Rev. Al.  We are indebted to 
theses talented individuals for their leadership. 
 

   Attendance :  Unless otherwise noted, the 1st # denotes the 8:30 Service, 2nd # is the 11:00 service) 
 November 01, All Saints Day     -   32  + 91 = 123 
 November 08, Scout Sunday  -   33+ 85 = 118 
 November 15, Caregiver Sunday  -   29 + 87 = 116 
 November 22, Christ the King Sunday -   TBD 
 November 29, Chrismons Sunday -   TBD 

 Scout Sunday :  Our very own Boy Scout Troop 49 did a wonderful 
job helping with the worship service on November 8th. These 
young men will be the leaders of tomorrow and we were honored 
by their involvement .....GREAT JOB!!!! 
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Worship Committee: Pictures from Sunday, November 1, with guest clergy Rev. 

Kathy Anderson from John Knox Ranch officiating Communion/ Fellowship Luncheon 

The Chancel Choir gathers around the piano to sing the Offertory “Communion,” by 
Douglass E. Wagner  on Communion Sunday, November 1 

Rev. Kathy Anderson, John Knox 
Ranch prepares for Communion  

“All is ready, Come to the Table,” 
Ingrid and Caro serving the elements 
to Debbie Shedden.   

Jad and Rev. Anderson serve the 
elements to Bobby Jackson 

Tatiana and  Tom Jaggard receive 
communion while Thomas observes. 

Priceless 
moment  
captured 
of Caro 
Jackson 
serves her 
husband  
Don 

Barbara and Jim Sikes 

The congregation moves from feeding their soul at the Lord’s Table to feeding the body at 
the dinner table. Clearly visible are Jeremy Schuler, Jenny Turner, Lola & Travis Smith, 
Ernest Camehl. 

Friends!  Caren Cobb and Rev. Kathy Anderson … best buds 
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Worship Committee:  
November 8 “Scout Sunday” with FPC’s Troop 49 attending, participating and assisting;  

November 15 “Caregiver Sunday” with guest clergy Rev. Dr. Al Krummenacher, Austin Theological Seminary 

For the Sunday, November 15 worship services our guest clergy was Rev. Dr. Al Krummenacher from 

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  After officiating worship the congregation was invited to 

the Fellowship Hall for lunch and presentation by Rev. Al on the Seminary, its history and mission 

statement, curriculum, faculty, recently implemented “Education Beyond the Walls” and much, much 

more.  It was entertaining, intriguing and definitely informative.  Well worth the time. 

Scout Spencer Carruth gave the second scripture reading.  

Scout Leader Charles Potter (not pictured) read the Scout 

litany. 

Scout Devin Ruiz gave the 
first scripture reading. 

 

L to R:  Scout Leader Kevin Carruth, Scouts 

attending and assisting at the 11:00 Morning 

Worship (names not received by press time,) 

John Jackson (FPC’s liaison with the Troop) and 

Scout  Charles Potter. 
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Worship Committee continued 

 Stuff Many exciting things are on the calendar for this 

month...  
 

 Head Ushers are needed for the month of December.  Contact Veronika to volunteer. 
 Tuesday, DECEMBER 01, is a BIG DAY ...CHARLIE’S BACK!  We are anxiously awaiting his 

return to once again lead our church family. 
 The following are changes proposed by the Worship Committed and approved by the Session 

for implementation upon Charlie’s return,  
For the 11:00 Morning Worship Service - 

Charlie will preach from the floor 
The pulpit will be relocated so the Chancel Choir can be seated on the platform  
The Hand Bell Choir will occupy the Choir loft  

For the 8:30 Early Worship Service -  
Because Bruce Goodlock’s Sunday appointment calendar was open the month of 

December, it is being contemplated to have him officiate the Early Worship Services pending 
Charlie’s approval 

  Scripture Readers:  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Veronika Camehl.. 
 A special invitation to our Winter Texans...if you would like to help in any capacity during one 

or both worship services, we welcome you!  Please contact any member of the worship 
committee and we will "sign you up". 

 December’s  Supper & Study Schedule  T.B.A. after Charlie returns 
 Flower sponsorships for December are open on the 6th and 27th. NOTE: 8:30 Early Worship  

attendees can sponsor flowers for the Fellowship Hall by simply designating “Fellowship Hall” 
on the sign-up calendar.   

Advent/Christmas 2015 Schedule 

November 29 – 1st Sunday of Advent:   

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Chrismon Tree Service – Presenting symbols of our faith 
 

December 06 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (Intinction) 
 

December 13 – 3rd Sunday of Advent:  

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Poinsettia Sunday 
 

December 20 – 4th Sunday of Advent  

(a single joint worship service at 11:00am):    

Service of the Advent Wreath 

Choir Christmas Cantata: “Sing We Now of Christmas” 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service, 6:00 P.M.  

Service of the Advent Wreath 

The Living Nativity 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper (Intinction) 

Candle Lighting 
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Hand Bell Choir   
On December 6, the Hand Bell Choir will perform 2 pieces and occupy the Choir 

Loft:  For the Prelude they will play “Holy God, We Praise Your 

Name” arranged by Bill Ingram.  The Offertory “Jesus, Jesus, Rest 

Your Head” an Appalachian carol arranged by Cathy Moklebust will 

be played during the Offertory.   
 

Hand Bell Choir members are Tom Jaggard, Caro Jackson, Sally 

Reynolds, Mindy Durham, The Church Lady (Bev Jacobson,) Kathy 

Green, Adelaide Marlatt, Janet Gaskamp, Jo Smith, Shawn Johnston, Katie 

Clyburn and Jake Parr.   
 

There is always a need for another bell ringer or two so if this sounds intriguing 

we rehearse in the Hand Bell Choir rehearsal room upstairs on  Wednesdays for 

30 minutes beginning at 5:00.  A commitment to attend practices as much as 

possible and be present for performances is the only necessity. 

 

Chancel Choir  - We still need more voices!   

As mentioned above, the Hand Bell Choir will be using the Choir Loft on December 6 , so the pulpit will 

be relocated and the Chancel Choir will  be seated on the platform.   

Rehearsals are in the Sanctuary on Wednesday evenings.  Cantata Rehearsal is from 7:00 to 7:30 and 

Choral anthems from 7:30 to 8:00. 

 

Choral Anthem Selections 
 

November 29-1st Sunday in Advent-Chrismons Sunday: (revised) “Emmanuel Is Coming!” Music by 

DON BESIG, Words by NANCY PRICE and DON BESIG 
 

December 06-2nd Sunday in Advent-Communion Sunday:  “Every Valley” Music by Patti Drennan.  

Words adapted from ISAIAH 40:4-5 BY Patti Drennan  Composer’s Comments:  Every Valley is an 

Advent anthem based upon th beloved prophecy from Isaiah 40-4-5.  Suggested corresponding 

lectionary readings include Psalm 85:8-13, Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8 and 2 Peter 3:8-15a.  One basic 

homiletical theme is preparing for the birth of the Messiah, when every valley will be raised, every 

mountain low, and every crooked path made straight.  Then the glory of the lord will be revealed.   
 

December 13-3rd Sunday in Advent: “Long Ago, Prophets Knew” PERSONENT HODIE, Piae Cantiones,  

1582, Arranged by LLOYD LARSON, Words by FRED PRATT GREEN  
 

December 20-4th Sunday in Advent:  Christmas Cantata 
 

December 27-1st Sunday after Christmas Day: T.B.D 

NOTE TO  
BOTH CHOIRS: 
WE WILL NOT  

REHEARSE DURING  
CHRISTMAS BREAK, 
Dec. 21 thru Jan.  

More Worship Committee :  The  Music Department 

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 
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Mrs. Yvonne Jaggard and the Chancel Choir present 

“Sing We Now of Christmas”  

A  Service of Lessons and Carols 

By Howard Helvey 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 

 During a combined worship service at 11 o’clock 
 

About The Songs: 
 

“What Shall We Sing for the Child?”                                 Traditional Catalan Meloldy 
Arranged by HOWARD HELVEY 

Words by  HOWARD HELVEY 
Commissioned by Jane Magnuson with great affection for the Cathedral Choir of Young Men and Boys of First 
Presbyterian Church, Davenport, Iowa; Steen R. Jobman, Minister of Music and Ruth E. Baker, Assistant Director of 
Music and Organist. 
 
 Lesson:  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9        Narration by Beverly R. Jacobson 
 

“People, Look East”           Tune:  BESANCON 
Traditional French Melody 

Arranged by HOWARD HELVEY 
Words by:  ELEANOR FARJEON (1881-1965) 

 
 Lesson:  Luke 1:26-35, 46-53                          Narration by Bruce Goodlock 
 

”Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                   Tune:  W ZLOBIE LEZY 
Traditional Polish Melody & Carol 
Arranged by HOWARD HELVEY 

Words paraphrased by EDITH M. REED (1885-1933) 
  
 Lesson:  Luke 2:1-7                                Narration by Pam Roe 
 

“Coventry Carol”                                  Traditional English Melody & Carol 
Arranged by HOWARD HELVEY 

Words edited by ROBERT CROO, 1534 
for the Coventry Choir 20th Anniversary Celebration (2001) in memory of Joe Blankenship and Gary Peterson; Manchester United 
Methodist Church, Manchester, Missouri; Devin McBeth, Director of Music 

 
 Lesson:  Luke 2:8-20                         Narration by Debbie Shedden 
 

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                         Tune:  GO TELL IT 
Traditional Spiritual 

Arranged by HOWARD HELVEY 
Words by JOHN W WORK, JR (1873-1925) 

 
 Lesson:  Matthew 2:1-12                                    Narration by Rick Roe 
 

“What Can I Give Him?”                         Tune:  CRANHAM 
(In the Bleak Midwinter)                          By GUSTAV HOLST (1874-1934) 

Arranged by HOWARD HELVEY 
Words by JOHN W WORK, JR (1873-1925) 

Words by CHRISTINA ROSSETTI (1830-1894), ALT 
Commissioned by the First Baptist Church of Pasadena, California in honor of Linda Bonn’s 15 years of dedication, service, and love 
to our congregation. 
 
 Lesson:  John 1:1-14                           Narration by Bobby Jackson 
 

“Sing We Now of Christmas”                                   Tune:  NOEL NOUVELET 
Traditional French Melody 

Arranged by HOWARD HELVEY 
Words by JOHN W WORK, JR (1873-1925) 

Words:  Traditional 
Based on Luke 2:8-20; Matt. 2:1-12 

for the Columbus (Ohio) Symphony Corus and Orchestra, Ronald Jenkins, Conductor 
 

More from the Music Department 

“Notes” From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS :     Program Committee 

The Program Committee met on Wednesday, November 11th, 
2015.  In Charlie's absence, Bruce Goodlock is our facilitator.   
 
Most of the items in this report have to do with our youth.  How 
about that!?!  
 

Wednesday Night Supper and Study:  Is suspended as of 
Wednesday, November 18 until Charlie returns and announces 
his intentions.  Stay tuned! 

 
Our hard-working and generous Presbyterian Women have 

stepped up in a major way by making a commitment to 
fund just about anything the Youth Group wants to do!  
Support to the tune of $450 a month can’t be beat!  We 
send a big thank you to each of the members and to the 
fine gentlemen who work alongside them, too. 

 
After a few weekends that were otherwise occupied, the 

Youth Group will be busy having fun and serving others 
from now until the end of the year.  Please check out the 
list of events which is on its own page! 

 
The Board of Directors of the Odyssey After School 

Enrichment Program has approved lending their van 
to our Youth Group when we take the kids to Mo-Ranch in 
January for the annual Mid-Winter Conference.  Please 
say thanks to their board members when you see them.    

 
The OutReach Committee has asked for help from the 

Youth Group and Kelly McNeely to do a special “Walk 
Around the neighborhood” during the afternoon of 
December 6.  The Youth Group (along with Kelly and at 
least one OutReach Committee member) will place a “Hi 
Neighbor” card in the doorway of many homes in the 
area, focusing this time on the south side of Highway 35 
and possibly south of Market Street.  This will save on 
stamps and assure many more homes nearby received an 
invitation to come to church. 

 
Community Table has moved to the gym, and everyone is 

enjoying the expanded space! 
 
 
Shalom,  
Kelly McNeely, Tom Jaggard, Bruce Goodlock 
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Program Committee - Youth Group 
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News from the Church Librarian… 
 

Did you know:  Our  Church Library has two new books that focus on the Advent/Chr istmas 
Season.  
 
The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem, by Adam Hamilton (2011), is catalogued in our Biblical 
History section (BH). It focuses on five facets of the Biblical journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem: Mary, 
Joseph, Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, the actual journey, and the manger. Each topic begins with the familiar 
Gospel scripture, then expands to include the author’s on location observations combined with historical, 
theological and architectural data. Author Hamilton, a United Methodist pastor, summarizes that, “My 
hope and prayer is that in reliving the story of Jesus’ birth, you will experience the ‘good news of great 
joy for all the people’ that comes from knowing the true meaning of Christmas.” 
 
God Is In The Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (2012) is a 

collection of Advent based writings gleaned from the sermons and letters of theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer (1906-1945).  These 41 passages are presented as a daily Advent devotional centered on the 
themes of waiting, mystery, redemption, incarnation and continues through the joy of the twelve days of 

Christmas and the Epiphany. This book can be found in the Meditations and Devotionals section (M) of 
our library. 

 

Susan Forrest 
 

P.S.  Presbyterian Women :   Your  January-February issue of The Upper Room daily 
devotional has arrived and on its shelf in the Library.    

 
 

 

Program Committee - Library  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS :  Program Committee (continued) 

We continued our “Minute for Mission” during November focusing on the following themes -  

November 1:   “All Saints Day”   Tom Jaggard 

November 8:   “Scout Sunday”    Charles Potter, Boy Scout Troop 49 Leader 

November 15:   “Caregiver Sunday” Tom Jaggard 

November 22:  “Christ the King Sunday” Laura Nettleton, Presbyterian Children’s Home 

 

Highlights - 

November 1,  Tom Jaggard’s delivery of the text supplied by Bruce Goodlock when coupled with a slow, deliberate tolling of a bell 

as each Saint’s name was read allowed the congregation time to recognize and remember.  It was powerful, poignant and 

unforgettable.   Following is a copy of the text, modified for insertion in this article: 
 

A reading from John Donne. 
 

The church is catholic, universal, so are all her actions; all that she does 

belongs to all. When she baptizes a child, that action concerns me; for that 

child is thereby connected to that head which is my head too, and ingrafted 

into the body whereof I am a member. And when she buries a man, that action 

concerns me: all mankind is of one author and is one volume; when one man 

dies, one chapter is not torn out of the book, but translated into a better 

language; and every chapter must be so translated.  
 

God employs several translators; some pieces are translated by age, some by sickness, some 

by war, some by justice; but God's hand is in every translation, and his hand shall bind up all 

our scattered leaves again for that library where every book shall lie open to one another.  
 

As therefore the bell that rings a sermon calls not upon the preacher only, but upon the 

congregation to come, so this bell calls us all;” With thanksgiving we remember those who 

have died during the past year (Ring bell after each name on the list): 
 

1.  12/03/14  Shirley Latham 

2.  12/05/14  *Herb Booth  

3.  01/20/15  Sandy Booth (Ruling Elder) 

4.  03/23/15  *Terri Smith Jones 

5.  04/04/15  Pat Walzel 

6.  04/13/15  Robert "Bob" Hill (Ruling Elder) 

7.  09/20/15  Pat Smith   
 

“Who bends not his ear to any bell which upon any occasion rings? 

But who can remove it from that bell which is passing a piece of himself out of this world?  No 

man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main. If a 

clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if promontory were, as well as 

if a manor of thy friend's or of thine own were.  
 

Any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind; and therefore never send 

to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS :  Program Committee (continued) 

November 15, Tom Jaggard  - The bulletin insert titled “6 Signs for Caregiver burnout is reprinted on the following pages. 
 

Signs of Caregiver Burnout 
from: AARP, December 31, 2011 

 

You probably know all the details about the health of the person for whom you’re 

caring. You’re on top of what medications must be taken and when, and you can 

even spot minor changes in her mood and attitude. Are you as aware of what’s 

going on with you? 

Probably not. When you’re caring for a loved one, it’s easy to forget about your 

own needs, putting you at serious risk of burnout. Here are six signs that you’ve 

reached the end of your rope — and suggestions on what you can do about it. 

1. You feel furious one minute, sad and helpless the next. Whatever  you call it — second-hand stress or the more 

serious caregiver burnout — the despairing mix of physical and emotional exhaustion strikes many caregivers at one 

time or another. As you ride the emotional rollercoaster of caregiving, you’re easily overwhelmed and angry. You 

can’t eat or you eat too much. You’re exhausted even after a night’s sleep. Your brain is foggy and you no longer care 

about the things that used to bring you joy. 

The fix: Your  life has changed in profound ways, so it’s natural to feel frustrated and to grieve for what you have 

lost. But untreated anxiety or depression is serious, and you can’t take good care of anyone if you don’t take of 

yourself. 

First, check in with your doctor to rule out any medical conditions that can trigger symptoms of mental health 

problems. Let your doctor know that you are a caregiver and might need support to be able to continue in this role. 

Finally, remind yourself that while you are doing everything you can, you will never do everything — and that’s OK 

too. 

2. You catch every bug that comes your way. Stress doesn’t just make you anxious and depressed. It takes a toll on 

your immune system. If you are getting sick more often and staying sick longer than you used to, your body is trying 

to tell you something. Listen up. 

The fix: Don’t let routine checkups slide because you don’t think you have the time. See your primary care doctor and 

your dentist regularly. Ditto for immunizations, mammograms and other recommended screenings. Eating a nutritious 

diet and getting at least seven hours of sleep a night boosts your body’s natural defenses. 

3. You’re snapping at everyone. When you feel helpless and overwhelmed, you’re more likely to overreact to the 

things people do, or don’t do. Like a toddler having a tantrum, you need a timeout. 

The fix: Don’t set the bar so high that you can never meet it. Pick up the phone and make a call to a friend. Studies 

show that simply giving voice to your frustrations and fears dials down tension and eases the isolation that shadows 

caregivers. 

Mapping out a daily routine that you try to stick to will also give you a greater sense of control. Prioritize your to-do 

list, whether it’s grocery shopping or taking Mom to a doctor’s appointment. Don’t worry about things lower down on 

the list that don’t get done.  

4. You know you should exercise, but you just don’t have the time. No one functions well in cr isis mode day 

after day. Caregiving is a marathon, not a sprint. You need to find a way to dial down the tension. 

The fix: Force yourself to get moving. Exercise is the best stress reliever . Not only will you feel better  r ight 
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away, the surge of endorphins that exercise triggers lifts your mood, clears your head and helps you sleep better at 

night. A brisk 30-minute walk or jog on the treadmill, even a 10-minute walk around the block, jump-starts your 

brain, soothes nerves and powers up your immune system. 

5. You can’t remember the last time you met a friend for dinner or a movie. Everyone needs a break from time 

to time, so why don’t you give yourself one? Caregivers — motivated by a mix of love, loyalty and a dash of guilt — 

rarely do. 

The fix: We are not suggesting a two-week Caribbean cruise, though that would be lovely, right? An overnight visit 

with a college friend, a night at a bed and breakfast, even a few hours to write in your journal, sip a cup of hot tea 

while you read a book or watch reruns of your favorite sitcom, can be restorative. One caveat: Taking a break doesn’t 

mean running errands or doing chores. It’s you time. 

6. You’re the go-to caregiver. Always. This may be the hardest job you’ll ever have, and it can take time to adjust 

and come to terms with it. But try going it alone and you’ll quickly hit bottom. 

The fix: Establish a network of relatives, fr iends or  people in the community you can call on. Schedule a family 

meeting or video chat about who does what and who pays for it. Let everyone know you will not be available to host 

holiday meals, organize the church book drive or any other draining activities that you’ve normally handled. Keep a 

to-do list with you and whip it out when others ask if they can help. Your neighbor might be happy to spend a few 

hours at your house while you go to the gym. A friend can buy groceries when she’s at the store. 

Meanwhile, join a local or online support group so you can connect with sympathetic ears and glean ideas for coping 

better. Be aware that there are a wide range of programs and professionals out there who can help make the job easier 

for you. 

 

 

Shalom,  

The Program Committee 

Kelly McNeely,  

Tom Jaggard,  

Bruce Goodlock 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS :  Program Committee (continued) 
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Women, these are opportunities during                                    for growth and service, and a time to have 
fellowship with other women in the church. Please mark your calendars for the following experiences. 
 

 1. PW’s Board meets monthly on the 1st Tuesday at 10:00am in the parlor. Our next meeting is December 1.  All 
women are invited to attend. 

 2. “The Sewing Ladies” meet monthly from 9:00am to noon on the 3rd Tuesday which will be December 15 in the 
upstairs Sewing & Quilting Room to make Prayer Comforters.   

 3. Castaways:   
A,  FPC’s shift days are every Monday, 8:00am to 3:00pm, when we staff and manage the store and 

Thursdays, 8am to 11am, when we do the marking.  There is plenty to do either day and the jobs are 
easy to learn!  We need more helpers both days - even if you can only spare an hour  Please join us!!!   

B.   FPCs retained share of Castaways Earnings for October was $9,383.32.  It was then disbursed to the 
church as our Oct0ber pledge.  

C. YTD we have earned $117,072. 
  4 Treasurer’s Report :   

A. YTD October Deposits were $126,839.64 
B. Disbursements amounted to $126,851.24 

   5. Jerry Hanson reported all is good and going well at Good Samaritans. They LOVE the new storage building 
and are looking for a Shelter to take the place of hotel vouchers.   

   6. Kathy Green reported the new program “Weekend Backpack Buddies” is doing great and going very smoothly.   
 7. Pati Vincent reported on Neet Feet. Gave out 7 vouchers and YTD have purchased 135 pairs of shoes. She 

made and delivered 25 vouchers to Head Start. They were very appreciated.  
 8. Adelaide Marlatt reported on Missions and Resources.    

A. Circle Bible Study is the 2nd Tuesday at 10:00am in the parlor.  Our next meeting is December 8 with 
Study Leader Adelaide Marlatt presenting Lesson 4,“God’s Deliverance in Dangerous Waters!“ from the 
Horizons Study Guide titled, “Come to the Waters.”  Read Adelaide’s article on the following pages. 

B. “An Appreciation Dinner” has been set for Supper & Study on Wednesday, February 10 for all 
volunteers who give their time and energies on behalf of First Presbyterian Church.  The 5:30 pm 
“Supper” will be potluck with the main course provided by PW followed by the “Study” portion being the 
Youth Group doing a program.   

9.  BEAS Program.  Adelaide Marlatt is checking on how much longer our recipient has left time-wise for the 
scholarship.  Otherwise everything moving right along and Audrianna is doing great.     

10.  Cluster meeting, Pam Roe gave an update on the Corpus Christi Cluster Meeting held September 25 attended 
by 32 ladies from the surrounding area.  A quilt was donated by Barbara Goodlock for a raffle and the 
$363.25 generated from its sale was donated to the Presbyterian Diaster Relief  fund.  In addition to Rev. 
Anne Beall, the guest speaker, who gave a sermon on “Come On In The Water’s Fine,” three Border Patrol 
officers spoke on the illegal’s crossing. 

11.  New Business: 
A. 2016 Proposed Budget was presented and adopted 
B. Red Poinsettia’s are being purchased from HEB since Adams Nursery is out of business.  A signup sheet 

is posted on the Mission Room bulletin board.  Price per plant is expected to be $8 or less.   
C. Christmas Sale was Saturday, November 14. Lots of volunteers helped mark and setup in preparation.  

Lunch was provided on Thursday, November 12.  Close to $3,000 was collected. 
D. Paving the Parking Lot.   PW voted to donate $5,000 to start a fund toward the cost of repairing or 

replacing the parking lot.   
E. Carpeting the 2nd floor.  A request was made to look into either re-stretching or replacing the upstairs 

carpeting.  Topic was tabled until more information is gathered. 
F. Mo Ranch Application Forms will be printed in the December issue of Pres-By-Lines.  
G. A request to help fund the Christmas Toy Drive to supply “Santa” with toys to distribute to children at 

The Community Table’s Christmas meal was approved.  A motion to donate $1,000 was approved.   
12.  Old Business: 

A. Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans received $2,668 on the Day of Giving thanks to PWs $1,000 donation 
and FPC donors contributing $1,668. 

B. PWs Presbyterian Giving pledge of $500 a month has been initiated  
C. Prayer Comforters have been restocked in Bev’s office.  Thank you sewing ladies! 
D. The Upper Room daily devotionals for January-February have arrived and are n the Library. 

 

 

Ministering to Women …  
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Horizons 2015-2016 Bible Study 

“COME TO THE WATERS”  
 

Welcome back Winter Texans! Please join us in the Parlor on Tuesday, November 8 at 10:00 am for Bible Study.  A 

few study guides are still available if you would like one, or ask me for a copy of this month’s lesson and I will 

provide it.  Scripture texts this month are Joshua 3 and Psalm 69: 1-3 which focus  on  “God’s Deliverance in 

Dangerous Waters!” 
 

November’s Lesson 3, titled “Thirst & Longing” generated an interesting discussion and I expect December’s 

Lesson 4 to do the same.  We will study the presence or role of water in the Bible and God’s part in “Dangerous 

Water.”  A timely conversation after the horrific Wimberly floods on Memorial Day which not only affected the lives of 3 beautiful families 

from Corpus and surrounding areas but also the significant damage sustained by places like John Knox Ranch. 
 

A few changes are occurring in December:  First, Nancy Bolks will be leading the study so I can take a breather.  While on “break” I intend to 

contact the Presbytery to inquire if the Study’s author is penning an addendum addressing the presence of the triune God in the dangerous 

flood waters of Wimberly…. if not, contact her to ask if she would be willing to do so … and give you feedback in the next weeks. 
 

Will you take one hour out of your month to join us to read the Bible and contemplate the wonderful  role WATER has played in our faith life.   

We welcome all who are interested and welcome new voices in the discussions we are having.  Please join us. 
 

Adelaide Marlatt  -  

Study Leader 

 

 

 

Ministering to Women …  
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Presbyterian Men and Women Castaways volunteers 

working on Thursday, November 12 setting up the 

annual Christmas Sale for Saturday, November 14  
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Ministering to others through 

Prayer and 

Prayer Comforters 

Complete list of  PRAYER CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS  As of 11/19/15 

     Please include these individuals in your Prayers of Intercession and  
                  notify the church office of any needed changes. 

  

Members At Home:  Caroline Bernardy (knee surgery November 23;) Nan Jackson (Parkinsons,) Aggie Sikes (Poteet,) Eileen Harrison (Hondo,) 

Laverne Hanszen (Rockwall,) Al Chalkley (heart,) Daniel Garcia (Multiple Myeloma cancer,) Pat Thompson (Fort Worth,) Ray Ingersoll, Pati 
Vincent (breast reconstruction surgery November 18,) Bonnie Smiddy, Jim Sikes, JoAnn Little, Rita Gilbert, Jake Hose (Minnesota.) 

 

Members In Nursing or Care Centers:  Lois Harrington (Gulf Pointe Village;) Jeremy Jaggard (Brenham;) Berta Little (The Solana at Cinco 

Ranch, Houston;) Marilyn Johnson (Eagle’s Trace, Houston,) Jean Holland (Houston) 
 

Prayers for our Troops:  All those serving our country near and abroad, but especially those in harm’s way:  CW4 Jason Russell, SSG Stephen 
Zuniga, AD2 Taylor Jordan (M/M Daniel Garcia’s grandson, Ruben Garcia’s nephew;) Those on active duty in the USA:  CW4 Todd Jacobson, 

Wyatt Curtiss Starr (VeeAnn Wright’s grandson,) Airman Becca Harris, Airman Lacie Rusch (Annette Ledbetter’s daughter and Becca’s co-
worker.)  

 

 Concerns for extended Family and Friends:  

  A Vicki Davison (Vicki Anderson’s friend;) 

  B Celeste Callender (Helen Bradshaw’s sister;)  

  C Kay & David Jordan (M/M Larry Cobb’s friends;)   

  D Janie Mitchell (Mindy Durham’s friend;) Sierra & Tammi Daniels (M/M John Daniels granddaughter, DIL;)  

  E  

  F Lauren Dillon, Fred Annand, Mary Fegley, Bruce Daily, Frances Young, Araceli Perez (M/M Ed Fegley’s friend and father of their 

daughter in law; daughter in law’s father, daughter’s neighbor, grandson’s friend) Micki Foust (Rosalind Foust’s mother in law;)   

  G Jordana McIntyre, Jasaylee Garcia, Wounded Warrior Cody Dean Uselton, Chris Christopherson, (Karen Glass’ co-worker, 

coworker’s daughter, NIL, friend;) Stephanie Pepi, Stacey Culver, (M/M Bruce Goodlock’s daughter, friend’s sister;) Roger Herrick (Bruce 

Goodlock’s brother in law;) Amanda Kelly (Kathy Green’s friend;)  

  H Airman Lacie Roush (Airman Becca Harris’ co-worker [Annette Ledbetter’s daughter;]) Jim Remly (Kathy Henderson’s friend;) 

Steve & Susie Hanson (M/M Bud Hanson’s son & DIL;) John & Carol Handly (Winter Texans;) Julie Hime (M/M Scott Hime’s daughter ;)  

  I,J Al Barnes, Michael Bill, Ann Chappell, Gary Mysorski, Strother Norman (Caro Jackson’s friends, SILs mother, cousin,) Lanette 

Sorlie, Brent Stewart (Bev Jacobson’s cousin, step-brother;) Casey Mason, Brett & Rachel Becky Bulgerin, Leo Oliver (Yvonne Jaggard’s 
niece, cousin, friend, students;) Cissy Smith, Riki & baby Juliana Graves, Robin Ford, Brooke Hester (Tom Jaggard’s former co-worker, co-

worker’s daughter & grand daughter;)  

  K, L Kaitlyn Ennis, (Ingrid Little’s friend;) Donna Buck (M/M Dayne Luce family friend.) 

 M, Mc Kere Post, Dave Heckler (Kelly McNeely’s sister, friend;)  

N,O,P Linda Grant (Kay Patteson’s sister;) Barbara Bockhorn (Missy [Roe] Pump’s friend;)  

  Q,R Jane Ross (Sally Reynolds’ friend;) David W. Roberts, Lexi Midkiff, Susan Forbes (Kathy Roberts-Douglas’s brother, cousin, co-
worker;) Cari Cruzer Pace  (M/M Rick Roe’s friend.)  

  S, T Dr. Joe Garcia (M/M Jim Sikes’ dentist;) Bonnie Smiddy’s husband; Roxanna Ponton, Linda Southard, Sarah Williams, Darla 
Brown, Steve Straub, Wynell McLain, Bennett Trimble (Sandy Swanson’s friends;) Wilma Jean Coldsnow, Mike Shedden, Stephanie &  Braxley 

Brezina (Debbie Shedden’s mother, husband, co-worker’s friends;) Matt Terhune (M/M Travis Smith’s former grandson in law;) Debbie Zuniga, 

Lea Swink (Kim Thompson’s friend.) 

U, V, W Scott Williams, Ella Catherine Andrus (M/M Ozzie Williams’s brother, grand daughter;) Dick Romshek (VeeAnn Wright’s cousin;) 

Kasandra Ford’s friend (M/M John Watters’ niece;) Beth Clark Deering (friend of Pati Vincent’s cousin.) 

X,Y,Z Paul Georgas, Henry Yeoman (Darline Yeoman’s son’s childhood friend, son.)  
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Prayer Comforter Ministry:   Prayer Comforters are in the vestibule for  

1. Beth Clark Deering, a retired teach from Missouri and dear friend of Pati Vincent’s cousin, Dorothy.  Beth was recently diagnosed with 

Multiple Myeloma and because Dorothy was a prayer comforter recipient asked Pati if we would send one to her friend.  (NOTE:  Dorothy 
was so touched by her Prayer Comforter, she is trying to start a Prayer Comforter ministry at her church.) 

2. Lea Swink, friend and Vet Clinic client of Kim Thompson, is suffering from serious health issues requiring treatment out of state; 

3. Nanci Barnes, widow of Al Barnes who passed away November 12, close friends of Caro Jackson and Susan O’Bryant.  The Barnes’ were 

long-time Rockport residents until recently relocating to Johnson City.  Al was an award winning artist well-known both nationally and 

internationally 

 

Praise/Celebrations/Congratulations/Announcements:    

November 1:   All Saints’ Day 

1.   Celebrations - Janet Gaskamp announced Supper & Study was starting back up on Wednesday, November 4, with Scott and Mary Hime 

leading a 3-week Study about the year their family lived in Israel;  Ingrid Little announced the birth of Kendrick Little, son Trey and 

Shamyra’s boy who is also the great grandson of Bobby and JoAnn Little. 

2.  Prayers - Pati Vincent is scheduled for breast reconstruction surgery November 18; Caroline Bernardy is scheduled for knee 

replacement surgery November 23; Airman Lacie Roush, friend and co-worker of Annette Ledbetter’s daughter Airman Becca Harris, is 

waiting for results of a biopsy done Thursday, November 5; 4. Al Barnes, friend of Don and Caro Jackson, has been placed on Hospice; 

Barbara Sikes announced Dr. Joe Garcia is going through chemo for a tumor; Cassee Ford, John and Caroline Watters’ niece, 

asked for prayers for a friend whose home was not only burglarized but also horribly ransacked. 
  

November 8:  Scout Sunday 

1. Celebrations - Jerry Hopman announced his mother, Arlene Hopman of Chittengo, New York, celebrated her 99th birthday on November 

9; Kathy Henderson announced Joey Manahan and 3 others from Rockport-Fulton High School, were named Distinguished Scholars;  

Boy Scout Troop 49 and leaders were thanked for their attendance and participation at the 11:00 Morning Worship Service. Airman 

Lacie Roush biopsy results came back negative for breast cancer.  

2.  Prayers - Gloria Garcia requested prayers for grandson AD2 Taylor Jordan and family as they travel back to Japan after enjoying a 

month-long leave to visit family and friends in the States.  
 

November 15:  Caregiver Sunday 

1.  Celebrations - Happy Birthday to Rev. Al’s wife;  Happy 58th Wedding Anniversary to Reed & Reba Marton; Kendrick Little, newborn 

son of Trey & Shamyra, attended his first church service today; Woody Woodford’s newest great grandchild, Tobias Woodford, was born 

Monday, November 9;  

2. Prayers - Ingrid Little requested prayers for Pati Vincent whose surgery for breast reconstruction is this Wednesday, November 18, 

and for herself as Pati’s caregiver during convalescence;  Yvonne Jaggard requested prayers for high school choir students Rachel 

Stewart a senior, whose father is gravely ill and Chris Lucia, a freshman, whose grandmother is hospitalized with congestive heart 

failure and condition dire. 

 

 Prayers and sympathy of the church are extended to  

  Jimmy MacCorqudale, good friend of Veronika Camehl, at the passing of his father Corky on Tuesday, November 3.   

  Jad & Theresa Smith, Rick & Pam Roe at the passing of Theresa and Rick’s cousin Roy Howe, Jr. of Aransas Pass last weekend. 

  Nanci Barnes, her family and friends at the passing of her husband, Al, on Thursday, November 12.  A memorial service was conducted in 

the Sanctuary on Saturday, November 21 with reception following at the Rockport Art Center. 

 

 

MORE Ministering to others 

through Prayer and 

Prayer Comforters 



28 

 

MORE Ministering to others 

through Prayer and 

Prayer Comforters 

——————————————— 

Thank You From :  Patty Larson, RFMS Nurse 

Prayer Comforter requested by :   Tom Jaggard 

Date Received :   10/27/15   

Prayers for : Patty’s grandson born premature and stops breathing    
 

“I want to thank everyone that kept my little premi grandbaby in their thoughts and prayers over the past 2 weeks. It was a long 

and stressful event for us all but we survived!  We are so grateful to have the prayers sent our way.  We truly believe prayers 

are what pulled us through this trying time in our lives!  Easton is home at this time.  Apnea machine in place … he’s doing quite 

well.  A special thanks to Tom Jaggard for our prayer quilt!  My daughter cried when I took it home to her and she saw ALL the 

knots!  Ya’ll are truly wonderful and again I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your caring thoughts and prayers!!!” 

 
 

——————————————— 

 

Update on  : Darla Brown   

Prayer Comforter requested by : Kim Thompson    

Date Received :   11/16/15   

Prayers for : Diagnosed with breast cancer in early July and having a double mastectomy     
 

Kim wrote:  “Just got a phone call from Darla Brown (a client at the clinic.) We had sent her a prayer quilt a few months back - 

she was undergoing treatment for breast cancer.  She had surgery and all is clear!  Yay!  Wanted to let FPC know how much she 

and her family appreciates our prayers and support.  Such good news!     Kim”   

  

——————————————— 

 

Thank You Card From :  Scott Williams 

Prayer Comforter requested by :   Ozzie Williams 

Date Received :   11/9/15 

Prayers for :          Scott had triple-bypass heart surgery plus a valve replacement in June, the day he was released directly from 

ICU he experienced serious complications while leaving San Antonio for home.  His wife turned the car around 

and drove to the emergency room. Scott had shock therapy followed by surgery to repair a leak in the new 

valve 

Inscription on card, if any :   “A warm and heartfelt thank you ...for more reasons than words can express 
 

“I am home and currently undergoing cardiac rehab and am convinced that your congregation’s prayers had something to do 

with that.  Your prayers and concerns could be felt within the wonderful “prayer blanket” which remains one of my prized 

possessions.  Your willingness to share my brother Ozzie’s concerns for me will always be appreciated and heartfelt by my 

whole family and myself.  Sincerely, Scott Williams.” 
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By Janet Gaskamp 
 

November is a month for thanks and gratitude, and 
I'd like to thank everyone who donated funds to the 
Coastal Bend Day of Giving.  All three Aransas County 
entities were so grateful for the financial contributions.  Good Sams 
received over $44,000 to help the needy in Aransas County.  We are also 
grateful for the newly constructed food pantry storage addition; it was 

completed on time, and even under budget, thanks to all of the contractors!  It is already 
being filled with food, and the additional space will be put to good use in anticipation of the 
preparation of the Christmas Baskets.   
 
The following food wish list are items that will be included in these baskets: 
 

 

Ministering to the Community 

 

 

    -   

reen     

    

   Fruit -   

  pple, peaches, etc. 

 

  

 (

  

 

 

 

     

Ham  Margarine,     

 

I am so thankful that our church family is always ready and willing to help our less-fortunate neighbors! 
 

Submitted by Janet Gaskamp 
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The Community Table outgrew the church Fellowship Hall and has relocated to the Youth Center (Gym) and is a 
SUCCESS.  Everyone from the guests, to hosts, to volunteers are delighted.     

 

December’s hosting schedule is as follows: Dec. 01 - St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
  Dec. 08 - Coastal Oaks Church 
  Dec.  15 - First United Methodist Church  
  Dec. 22 -  Inter-faith Christmas Meal   
  Dec. 29 -  Peace Lutheran Church 

 
 

We need to once again thank H-E-B for generously providing the funding to purchase the turkeys and ham served 
at the inter-faith Thanksgiving and Christmas meals. The last several years we asked for and received $800 
which literally makes this meal affordable for all the hosts who supply the side dishes and desserts.  Hosts, 
volunteers and diners need to know the biggest single expense for putting food on the plate was borne by their 
local Rockport-friendly H-E-B. 
 

MINISTERING TO THE COMMUNITY  through the use of 

our facilities …    

 Santa sent word from the North Pole he will be back again to 
visit the children attending The Community Table on December 
22 with his bag FULL to over-flowing with toys. He knows the 
Presbyterian  Church has many elves gathering special items 
for him to distribute ... but warns the elves he sees them 
playing with the toys before putting them in his Santa bag and 
that is Naughty, Naughty. 

THANKS to the following for their generosity in donating their Sanctuary flowers to The Community Table…. 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY on November 8 were given to the glory of God by Ingrid Little in tribute to America’s veterans and in celebration 
of these family members with November birthdays:     

  

  son Trey, November 05;  

  Daughter in law and Trey’s wife Shamyra, November 07;  

  Ingrid’s mother, Ingrid Solveig Reynolds, November 15;  

  Her Aunt Gunne, who lives in Sweden, November 29. 
 

After gracing our church Ingrid donated her two floral sprays to be enjoyed by guests attending the November 10 Community 

Table meal hosted by Holy Cross Lutheran Church.   
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 STATS for November: 

03:  Meatloaf, mashed potatoes w/gravy, tossed green salad, corn, bread 

 Dessert:  Assorted candy bars 

 Served:  246 adults, 44 kids = 290 Host: First Presbyterian 

NOTE:  The was the “trial run” of serving a meal in the Youth Building and it was  a resounding 

success according to the diners, hosts and volunteers. 
 

10:  Pork Loin Stew with potatoes and carrots, dinner salad, yeast rolls with sweet cream butter 

   Dessert:  Peach cobbler  

  Served:     340    Host: Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 

17:  Homemade sloppy joes, homemade cole slaw, pickles and chips 

  Dessert:  Variety of cakes, pies, cookies 

  Served:   310 adults, 64 kids = 374 Host:  Sacred Heart  Catholic Church 
 

24:  Thanksgiving Menu                 Provided by                                       .    

Fruit cocktail (including fresh fruit)        -  Coastal Oaks Church 
Turkey breast slices with gravy  -   H.E.B,  & cooked by First Presbyterian  
Dressing   -  Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Candied Yams or sweet potatoes    -  St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Mashed potatoes  -  Lions Club 
Green bean casserole  -  First United Methodist Church 
Cranberry sauce or jelly   -  Peace Lutheran Church 
Dinner Rolls and butter  -  Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Desserts  -  First Baptist Church 

   
Number Served:   T. B. D.     

Community Table (continued) 

 
November 3, 2015 
 
TO THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH and all community volunteers who helped serve Peace 
Lutheran Church’s October 27th meal…. 
 
There are no words to adequately convey the appreciation I have for each of you for covering for us 
last Tuesday.   It was the “perfect storm” with Ron and I suffering with health problems.   Both of us 
are deeply convinced and convicted The Community Table is an immensely important and 
worthwhile project in the City, we cannot NOT participate.   
 
That so many of you stepped up to prepare and serve a meal on our behalf is what a “ministerial 
alliance” is all about.  A brotherhood and sisterhood of believers from all the host churches joining 
together for a single purpose.  Christ is surely smiling down on us – YOU because you all went the 
“second mile” in a time of need.   We are in your debt. 
 
In Christ, 
Russ Snider 
Peace Lutheran Church 
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Community Table (continued) 

 

First meal served in the gym, Tuesday, November 3, Host:  
First Presbyterian Church   Pictures courtesy of Murry Leeper, 
Lions Club volunteer 

Tuesday, November 10, Host:  Holy Cross Lutheran.  They LOVE the move! Pictures courtesy of Murry Leeper, Lions Club volunteer 

Pictures courtesy of Stanley Post, November 10.  Host:  Holy Cross Lutheran .  Holy Cross volunteers showing off new t-shirts 
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ARE YOU, OR DO YOU KNOW, A VETERAN?  THERE IS HELP FOR VETERANS IN OUR COMMUNITY….  

at Coastal Bend Troop Support’s  Veteran’s Outreach Center 900 East Laurel,  Rockport, Texas  
 

Every Tuesday: Eat @ 5pm at The Community Table across the street at the First Presbyterian Church followed by a Peer Group meeting from 
5:45pm to 6:45pm with combat veteran facilitator John Kroll assisted by Carla Reed &/or Beverly Jacobson 

 

Every Thursday: PTS Group Meeting at 7:00pm with John Kroll, Mentor (Combat Trauma) of the “PTSD Foundation of America” 
 

Every Saturday: Peer Group Meeting offering coffee and cookies at 2:00pm with John Kroll 
 

Contact John Kroll, USN Retired at 619-366-7483 or John.Kroll@ptsdUSA.org  Or Carla Reed, President, CBTS, 361-438-0540. 

 

BE ALERT, THE HOLIDAYS ARE A VERY DIFFICULT TIME OF YEAR FOR VETERANS SUFFERING WITH PTSD 
 

======================================================= 

Important December dates to remember: 

 Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony, Monday, December 7, 10AM 10AM at Sherrill Park in Corpus Christi 

 Wreaths Across America, Saturday, December 12 ..See next page for all the details 

======================================================= 

Announcement! 

Coastal Bend Troop Support—Care Packages—has moved to a new location! 
 

A 3-year lease was signed for a building located at 621 East Market (across the street from City Hall.)  On Saturday, November 

21, lots of volunteers helped move everything out of storage and the house they were temporarily occupying and into the 

new building.  Beginning Monday, November 23, Santa’s “Elves” will start preparing and shipping their series of Christmas 

care packages to our deployed troops.   

 

MINISTERING TO OUR  
TROOPS AND VETERANS  

THROUGH THE USE OF OUR FACILITIES… 
 

 “Veterans Outreach Center” 
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Wreaths Across America Set for Saturday, December 12, 2015 
 
It's an event called Wreaths Across America when wreaths will be laid at the graves of veterans buried at the State 
Veteran's Cemetery on Interstate 37. 
 
Wal-Mart announced they will again donate wreaths for the event and Wal-Mart associates will be on hand to help families 
lay wreaths at the graves of loved ones. Last December organizers had a great turnout as word and awareness spreads.  
An even bigger crowd is expected this year. 
 
If you plan on attending the event, it will start promptly at 9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 12. Everyone's invited to attend, but 
remember the main gate will be the only gate open that day. 
 
Schedule of events: 
 
8:05 a.m.   - Volunteers arrive and sign up to lay a wreath or other duties. 
 
10:05 a.m.  - Wreaths Across America will arrive at Coastal Bend State Veterans Cemetery escorted by Patriot  

Guard Riders and Motorcycle Veterans. 
 
11:00 a.m.  - Wreaths Across America Ceremony begins 
 
12:05 p.m.  - Laying of the Wreaths begins, families with loved ones at the CBSVC will go first, then Veterans, then 

volunteers. 
 
12:30 p.m.  - Bell Tower will sound at the end of the Wreaths Across America, all stand in silence.  
 
Special Notes: 
 
Extra, unused wreaths, if any, may be made available after the ceremony to take to another cemetery for placement at a 
veteran's grave site.  If so, an announcement will be made..  
 
CBSV Cemetery information; 361/248-4830         9974 I-37 Access Rd, Corpus Christi, Texas 78410 
 
For Volunteers information:    Email : Ram Chavez:   rchavez20@stx.rr.com or Call: 361/728-7052  

 

Ministering to our troops and their families  
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5  Bobby Jackson 
8  Gay Hejtmancik 
10  Berta Jean Little 
11  Timothy Little 
12  Gloria Kemmerer 
  Kelly McNeely 
  Kay Mitchener 
13   Sonny Park  
  Tracie McLester  
13   Alissa Spears 
16  Peggy Bear 
17  Timothy Kelley 
18   Boyd Braniff 
  Sandy Swanson 
21  Thomas Kelley 
  Nancy Melcher 
  Nancy Miller 
22   Thomas Kelly 
23  Ann Merritt 
26  Nan Jackson 
  Lt Adam Watters 
27  Theresa Smith 
28  Nancy Bolks 
30  Penney Clarke 
31   Heather Anderson 
  Al Chalkley 
  Linda Chamberlain 
  Lisa Martin 
  Cayson Little 
  Scott McNeely 
  Jade Schuler 
   

 

If your birthday is not listed, or in 
error, please call the church office 
at 729-6251. 

in 

Odds ‘n Ends …  

Jesus Loves Me--Senior Version 

 

While watching a little TV on Sunday instead 
of going to church, I watched a church in 

Atlanta honoring one of its senior pastors 
who had been retired  many years. He was 
92 at that time and I wondered why the 

church even bothered to ask the old gentle-
man to preach at that age. After a warm 

welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as 
the applause quieted down, he rose from his 

high back chair and walked slowly, with great 
effort and  a sliding gait to the podium. With-

out a note or written paper of any kind  he 

placed both hands on the pulpit to steady 
himself and then quietly and slowly he began 

to speak....  
 

"When I was asked to come here today and 

talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell you 

what was the greatest  lesson ever learned 

in my 50-odd years of preaching. I thought 

about it  for a few days and boiled it down to 

just one thing that made the most  difference 

in my life and sustained me through all my 
trials.. The one  thing that I could always rely 

on when tears and heartbreak and pain 

and  fear and sorrow paralyzed me. The only 

thing that would comfort was  this verse... 

   

"Jesus loves me this I know.   

For the  Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 

We are weak but He is  strong..... 

Yes, Jesus loves me.... 
The Bible tells me  so." 

  

The old pastor stated, "I always noticed that 

it was the  adults who chose the children's 

hymn 'Jesus Loves Me' (for the 
children of course) during a hymn sing, and it 

was the adults who sang the loudest because 
I could see they knew it the best."   "Here for 

you now is a Senior version of Jesus Loves 
Me": 

   

JESUS LOVES ME 

Jesus  loves me, this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow 

Though my  sight is growing dim, 
Still He bids me trust in  Him. 

(CHORUS)  

YES, JESUS LOVES ME..  

YES, JESUS LOVES ME.. 

YES, JESUS LOVES ME,  
FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO.  

  

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 

With my hand in His I'll go 

On through life, let come what may, 

He'll be there to lead the way. 

(CHORUS) 

 

When the nights are dark and long, 

In my heart He puts a song.. 
Telling me in words  so clear, 

"Have no fear, for I am near." 

(CHORUS) 

   

When my  work on earth is done, 

And life's victories have been won. 

He will  take me home above, 
Then I'll understand His love. 

(CHORUS) 

   

I  love Jesus, does He know? 

Have I ever told Him so? 

Jesus loves to hear me say, 

That I love Him every day. 

(CHORUS) 
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