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The Importance of Christian Education 

 “Presbyterians place great importance upon education and 

lifelong learning.  Continuous study of the scriptures, theological 

writings, and understanding and interpretation of church doctrine are 

embodied in several statements of faith and catechisms…  It is generally 

considered that the point of such learning is to enable one to put one's 

faith into practice…”  That is what Wikipedia says about us: education 

and lifelong learning are important to Presbyterians!  We most often call it Christian 

education, whereby we engage in finding meaning in every situation; it is a reflective 

process that provides “information for transformation.”  It is the ministry of passing 

on a living faith through experiences rich with opportunities to be, to know, and to live. 
 

Faith is both caught and taught; Christian education happens in both formal and informal settings, 

in both intentional and unintentional ways; both content and context are vital for quality education.  Teaching and 

learning at church have always and remain key elements in Christian education: not a system of indoctrination, but a 

ministry of teaching people how to practice what it means to be a Christian.  At its best, Christian education in the 

church helps people know what it means to be a Christian, guides people to tell God’s story in relation to their own 

story, and prepares members to hear God’s call to go and serve.  
 

We offer programs of Christian education as a way of responding to the summons of our Lord: 

“Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you.  I’ll be with you as you 

do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of age.” (Matthew 28: 19–20, The Message) 
 

As long as you live you continue to learn and one of the ways to enhance your learning is through 

Sunday School classes, Wednesday Night Study, Presbyterian Women’s Circle, and other programs offered by your 

church!  The Program Committee of your Session is even prepared to hear your requests for educational opportunities 

and design programs to meet them. 
 

As a new year begins in our school system, you can make a new beginning as well: come to Sunday 

School and study C.S. Lewis’ “Screwtape Letters;” join Wednesday Night Study when it resumes 

and study the Scriptures; join the effort to promote and participate in a weekday Circle 

meeting; volunteer to teach; or tell us what you need!  Remember: God gave us brains and 

expects us to use them! 

 

Fall Worship: 

FYI’S From CHARLIE…. 
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 We will return to our regular worship schedule, 8:30 in Fellowship Hall and 11:00 in the Sanctuary, on 

Sunday, September 8.  (Sunday School will return on September 15 at its regular time, 9:30.) 

 

Texts and Topics for September: 

September 01 --  Luke 14:1, 7–14          “House Rules” 

September 08 -- Jeremiah 18:1–11          “Puddles And Bricks” 

September 15 --  1 Timothy 1:12–17          “Grace Overflowing” 

September 22 --  1 Timothy 2:1–7          “Pray!” 

September 29 --  Jeremiah 32:1–3a, 6–15     “Putting Your Money Where Your Faith Is” 

 

Adult Sunday School: 
 On Sunday, September 15, the Adult class will begin a study of “The Screwtape Letters” by C. S. Lewis.  The book is 

comprised of 31 letters written by Screwtape, a senior demon in the "Lowerarchy" of Hell, to his nephew Wormwood, a young 

demon.  Screwtape uses the letters to convey his advice on how best to turn Wormwood's “Patient” (an ordinary man living in war

-time England) away from “The Enemy” (God) and toward “Our Father 

Below” (Satan).  Combining Lewis’ great intellect and wry sense of humor, the letters 

should make for interesting discussion.  Come join us in the Café each Sunday morning 

at 9:30!  (A few copies of the book are still available for sale in the Church Office.) 

For the Rockport Presbyterian Church: 
As the Fall Season Begins 

Your congregation has brought joy, encouragement and blest the 
Rockport community  

  
With friends gathered around us, the heartbeat of hope 

dwelling within us and the fall before us 
 

Grant, O God, that we be given:   
 

Grateful hearts for this community of which we are a part 
Open and growing minds to invigorate our days 

Hands outstretched in care for others  
Food and drink to nourish our bodies and gladden our hearts 

Energy to be good neighbors in  
our Rockport community and in this world.  

 
Grant each one a full measure of joy and satisfaction  

as our mission in this community expands,  
new avenues of service are discovered and friendships made..  

 
The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Nicholson 

Minister, Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
a Friend of the congregation  
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Stethoscope.... 
                     
A doctor on the pediatric ward, before listening to the little ones' chests, would plug the 
stethoscope into their ears and let them listen to their own heart. 
  
Their eyes would always light up with awe, but he never got a response equal to four-year 
old Amelia 's comment.   Gently he tucked the stethoscope into her ears and then placed the 
disk over her heart.  'Listen,' he said...'What do you suppose that is?' 
  
She drew her eyebrows together in a puzzled line and 
looked up as if lost in the mystery of the strange tap - tap - 
tapping deep in her chest. Then her face broke out in a 
wondrous grin and he asked,  
                                          
'Is that Jesus knocking?'  
    
Submitted by Ed & Lou Fegley 
08/15/13 Via email 
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Memorial Fund Committee 
 
The Memorial Fund Committee has met three times during the last few months.  The 

Committee has formulated a policy and guidelines and will be ready to share it with the 
congregation soon.  Ingrid Little is working on a scrapbook and memorial record book 
and John Jackson has been gracious enough to share a box of church records saved by 
his mother, which included a ledger of memorials covering the years 1956-1969.  These 
records will be scanned and the ledger is being converted to a spreadsheet. 

 
Sally Reynolds 

From the In Reach Committee… 
 

Hard copies of the Church Directory were distributed in the spring and the 

online version became accessible for viewing and printing shortly thereafter.  

To reiterate how to access it, just follow these simple steps,  
 

 1.  Go to our church webpage, www.rockportpresbyterian.org.  

 2.  Select “Church Directory” from the menu on the left; 

 3.  When prompted, click “OK” and enter; 

 4.  Enter “fpc.rockport" in the Password text box and then enter.    

 5.  When prompted, click “OK” and enter 

 6. The directory in its entirety will load in PDF format. 
 

The program to prepare this directory allows us an on-going the flexibility to 

make changes - most importantly adding new members as they join our church 

family.  If your information requires editing, just call the church office (361-

729-6251) or email the Church Lady at churchlady8@sbcglobal.net and 

provide the update.    I would be glad to take pictures of anyone we missed - 

just let me know and we can schedule it before or after church.   

 

Update 
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We have enjoyed another wonderful summer worship schedule with everyone worshipping together.   It has been 

great!   Just a reminder, though, “Summer Worship” continues until the 2nd Sunday in September, so not until 

September 8 do you early birds get to enjoy the 8:30 “Early Service” in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Please remember..... when you see an unfamiliar face, don't assume someone has already greeted them.   Wear 

your name tag, many people are visual learners and will remember your name if seen in print.  We are noted in the 

community for our friendliness  and we need to work on it every Sunday. 

  

A big thank you to those members who assisted with the visiting ministers.  Worship leaders Pete Chamberlin and 

Adelaide Marlatt led with ease and humor.   Caro Jackson was our "tech" gal and Tom Jaggard was the ever 

dedicated "clicker".  A big thank you to Beverly for all of her assistance with those two services also. 

 

Head ushers for August were Kim Thompson and Pat Thompson ... good job ladies!! 

 

Ushers for September are Ingrid Little and Sally Reynolds. 

 

Communion for August was prepared by Veronika Camehl. 

 

Servers assisting Rev. Laura Neely were Mindy Durham, Gary Gilbert, Reed Marton, and Jad Smith. 

 

Communion wine was provided by Sally Reynolds. 

 

 

 
  
On September 8, the second Sunday of the 

month, we will return to having two worship 
services.  Before we go our separate ways, 
let’s have lunch together one more 
time!  Actually, it’ll be a Pot Luck Brunch, so 
just bring a favorite dish, breakfast or lunch, 
to share.   

 
We will serve and eat in the gym from 

9:30 to 10:30.   
 

Sunday School will begin the next Sunday, 
so we hope that, instead of eating and 
running, you will hang around for a time 
of fellowship, fun and fantastic food. 

 

    happenings  by Veronika Camehl 

BRUNCH! 

NEWS FROM THE 
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Notes From the Music Director,  Yvonne Jaggard 
 

 
 

 

 

 

… begins its 8th year!!!!   
Rehearsals resume Monday, September 16, at 5:30pm in the upstairs Hand Bell 
Choir room - practice sessions are 30 minutes.    

 
If listening to the Hand Bell Choir perform over the past 7 years has inspired you or 
piqued your interest, come observe!  Our practice room is upstairs across from the 
balcony (see the map on Page 3 of the 2nd floor).    

 
“Ding-A-Lings” have great fun making “a joyful noise unto the Lord.” 

 

The Chancel Choir schedule … 
 Sunday, September 8:  We will meet in the choir room at 10:30am to 
robe up and rehearse a simple offertory;  
 Wednesday, September 11:  Rehearsals resume in the Sanctuary at 
7:00pm; 
 We need more voices!   If you like to sing JOIN US!   
We rehearse in the Sanctuary on Wednesday nights for 
an hour starting at 7 o’clock and afterward many go  

somewhere to eat and share food and more fellowship.  Dress is definitely 
casual and the rehearsal style matches - it’s a relaxing, enjoyable time 
together. 

 On Sunday mornings we gather in the upstairs choir room about 10:40 to robe 
up, warm up and rehearse the morning’s Offertory anthem one last time.  Seat 
assignments are determined (to ensure everyone ends up in the right spot in 
the choir loft) and then it’s time to head downstairs to wait for the processional  
- because that’s our cue!   

 There’s a BIG surprise waiting for you in the Choir Room and Music Library.  A 
little “elf” named Sonja (Mendoza) Evans (Carolina’s VERY organized 
daughter) spent weeks up there this summer filing offertory anthems, 
updating the Music Library database, re-organizing Cantata playbooks, 
cleaning out cupboards, rearranging … AND ... creating a “Costume Room!”  
To free up space for more displays in the Mission Room she combined all the 
robes and costume “stuff” from there with everything in the Music Library 
creating a “Costume Room.”    

 

All we did was tell her what was needed.  She figured out the “how” and 
then  implemented …..   THANK YOU SONJA!!!!    
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Treasurer’s Report 

July 31, 2013 
 

Year to Date    7/31/13    7/31/12   2013 Budget 

 

Income   $190,320   $170,929      $160,295 

Expenses   $181,115   $154,856      $181,173 
 

Kay Stanley,   

Treasurer 

Subject:  CHURCH SERVICE IN THE FUTURE 
    
PASTOR:   "Praise the Lord!" 
CONGREGATION:   "Hallelujah!" 
PASTOR:   "Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, iPad, 
smart phone, and Kindle Bibles to 1 Cor 13:13. 
And please switch on your Bluetooth to download the sermon." 
P-a-u-s-e...... 
"Now, Let us pray committing this week into God's hands. 
Open your Apps, BBM, Twitter and Facebook, and chat with God" 
S-i-l-e-n-c-e 
 
"As we take our Sunday tithes and offerings, please have your credit and debit cards ready." 
"You can log on to the church wi-fi using the password 'Lord909887'" 
  
"The ushers will circulate mobile card swipe machines among the worshipers: 
Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers are directed to computers and 
laptops at the rear of the church.  
Those who prefer to use iPads can open them.  
Those who prefer telephone banking, take out your cellphones to transfer your 
contributions to the church account. 
  
The holy atmosphere of the Church becomes truly electrified as ALL the smart 
phones, iPads, PCs and laptops beep and flicker! 
  
Final Blessing and Closing Announcements... 
This week's ministry cell meetings will be held on the various Facebook group pages where 
the usual group chatting takes place. Please log in and don't miss out.  
Thursday's Bible study will be held live on Skype at 1900hrs GMT. Please don't miss out.  
You can follow your Pastor on Twitter this weekend for counseling and prayers.  
God bless you and have nice day 

 
 
 
 

Submitted by Sandy Booth, 8/20/13 
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Women, opportunities for growth and service and a time to have fellowship with other women in 

the church continue in the month of October. Please mark your calendars for the following 

experiences. 
  

1.  The next PW monthly meeting will be Tuesday, October 1, at 10:00 am in the parlor. 

2.   Our Circle Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, October 8 at 12:00 pm in the parlor. 

If you are at all interested, come help study Twelve Extraordinary Women by John MacArthur.  The 

books are for sale at $14.95.  We will study the first chapter on ‘Eve: Mother of all Living,’ so read the 

introduction and first chapter.  Be sure to bring your lunch to eat while we discuss.   

(Editor’s Note:  Study books have arrived and are in the Church Lady’s office for pick up.  

They are in the wire basket…visible as soon as you enter.  Sign the clipboard so we know who 

got theirs and either pay at Bible Study or put your cash/check in the envelope provided.  

Checks should be made payable to First Presbyterian Church.) 

3.  Quilters will meet on Tuesday, October 15  from 9:00am-12 noon to work on prayer 

quilts.  Come enjoy the fellowship and the sewing.  Come share your talents and the joy of doing for 

others with us. 

4.  Our Castaways Volunteers are at Castaways on Mondays (8:00am-3:00pm) and Thursdays 

(8:00am-11:00am) every week.  There is plenty to do and the jobs are easy to learn!  Please join 

us!!!  We need your help working the store especially on Monday, men and women.  If you can share an 

hour to help on Mondays, we would REALLY appreciate your help!  Hope to see you there on Monday 

anytime all day or on Thursday mornings.    Please, continue to bring your donations to Castaways. At our 

September Meeting, Barb Goodlock reported that the land for the new Castaways Store on Market is 

being cleared, so that groundbreaking can take place in September.  Sandy Booth reported that all baby 

clothes donated to the Presbyterians are being held back to send to Su Casa.  Ingrid Little took a 

carload down to Su Casa after the meeting.   

5.  Odyssey has invited PW to come for a coffee and tour of their facilities in October.  The date will 

be announced at a later time.  

6.   Adelaide Marlatt gave a report on Pirates Landing.  She again thanked PW for the $4000 to use 

toward this project.  She reported that they had served between 50-65 students over the 

weekends.  She used NHS students as game initiators, Matt and Brittney Meyers as junior high help, the 

Methodist minister also helped, and that the children were sorry to see the program end.  She felt it 

had been a success this year.  

7.    BEAS report from Kay Patteson was that Devina has not yet contacted her for the support she 

needs this semester.  But that she had received a B and a C in her classes for spring semester, had been 

inducted into the National Honor Society of Leadership in April, and had received her letter of 

acceptance from TAMU-Kingsville to continue in the College of Engineering to pursue her degree.  We 

are all very proud of this young lady!!  

8.  Caroline Bernardy brought a request from Sara Craven that we begin a “Lovin’ Spoonfuls” group to 

prepare and deliver meals for people coming home from the hospital.  Sara has volunteered to chair the 

committee.  If anyone is interested in being a part of the “Lovin’ Spoonfuls,” you may contact Sara or 

Caroline to get your name on the list of cooks!  (Editor’s Note:  For more information on this proposed 

new ministry read Sara Craven’s article on Page 5.)  

9.   We need to continue thinking about new officers for next year:  V. Mod, Secretary, Good 

Ministering to Women …  
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REMINDER TO MEN!   
 

The Presbyterian Men’s meeting for this month will be on Tuesday, 

October 1st at 12:00 noon in the Church Café.  Lunch will served, 

followed by a short business meeting and it will adjourn by 1:00 pm.  

Please come and join us as we plan how we can make a difference in 

our church and community.  We need your ideas and talents.   
 

Presbyterian  
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MINISTERING  TO OTHERS … 

 THROUGH  THE  USE  OF  OUR  FACILITIES  …. 

“THE COMMUNITY TABLE” 
 

Our Church will be serving on September 3rd and we will need your help to set-up, serve, wash dishes, 

and clean-up.  Our cooking crew has already prepared a menu and grocery list.  People who want to set 

up the tables should show up at 3:00, servers by 4:00, dish washers by 4:15 and clean up crew by 6:00.   

 

September’s hosting schedule is as follows: 

 

 Sept. 03     First Presbyterian Church 

   (Please put this on your calendar) 

Sept. 10  Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Sept. 17 Coastal Oaks Church 

Sept. 24 First Baptist Church 

On August 20, Tami Bastante Noling donated a 7x16 trailer to BSA Troop 49 for all their hard 
work the past 2 years doing clean up at the Bastante Fishing Tournament (an offshore fishing 
tournament organized a few years ago in memory of Capt. John Uhr.)  The scouts worked 4 
days doing trash pick up and whatever else was needed of them.  (The weekend before they 
worked the Art Fest doing trash detail also. ) Tami Noling loves the Scouts and treated them 
like they were family during the 4 days.  The troop is now looking into having a wrap put on 
the trailer which would include our troop name and number … but that might take another 
year as the cost is over $3,000.   

 

On September 21 at 11:00 AM in the gym the troop will hold its first "Court of Honor" in 
several years.  17 Scouts are ready for this presentation and the public is invited to 
attend.   Light refreshments will be served after the ceremony.  

 

A fundraiser is planned in September - scouts will sell popcorn at Walgreens and Wal-Mart.   2 
different kinds will be available costing $10.00 and $15.00.  In October they will do pre-sales of 
popcorn - so look for them to be at your door.   

 

The Scouts are very excited with all the great things that are going on in the troop.  The great 
gifts they have been receiving are also from great people.  The Boys are hoping to take the 

trailer on the first camping trip in September if all goes well.  
 

Thank you to Pastor Charles for all you have done for the troop to get us where we are today and to all the 
church members. 
 

Dana Simpson 
BSA Troop 49 
Publicity Chair 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  I want to brag about the Boy Scouts, too.   This past 
Memorial Day weekend the Scouts volunteered to sell desserts, hot 
dogs, chips and beverages for Coastal Bend Troop Support at their 
annual “Crawfish Boil” fundraiser.  You might recall the Blue Star 
Mothers have always sponsored and “manned” this booth but couldn’t 
this year due to a scheduling conflict.   The Boy Scouts not only worked 
the booth, they “went the second mile” and provided trash detail, too.  
Thank you Boy Scouts from this Blue Star Mother!  

TROOP 

49 
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Summer - 2013, has come and gone.   
On August 9th  & 10th, Pirates’ Landing recreational activities closed their 2013 summer 

schedule.  John & I, working with some other great partners:   Kirsten Corda (Texas A & M Ext. Service agent,)  Matt & 

Brittany Meyers (our own youth leaders,) and a staff of ten great teen leaders hosted a growing group of High School 

age students for food, fun and friends at the gym. 

 

Our Middle School staff usually consisted of Kirsten, Arden Gibbons, Alberta 

Woods, and parents Becky Sanders, Cody Michael, Christy Hutchinson and Pastor 

Laura Becker.  We were assisted by six 

middle school/high school students who 

helped us keep the activities going.  

Although I made a point of being at the 

event both nights, it was great to have the 

support and assistance of other people. 

 

We tried new ideas, food and activities which increased our high school numbers 

significantly adding live music and a talent show the closing night of our high 

school events.  Middle School closed with our Super Hero event.  Our super 

heroes included two outstanding Rockport-Fulton High School athletes, a 

Texas surfing champion and our own granddaughter, who has been trying all 

summer to come down to see what her grandparents were doing at Pirates Landing.  She is a softball achiever, and the 

attendees enjoyed hearing about her fun at the College World Series with University of Texas and experiences as a 

member of the United States Jr. Nationals championship in Canada early summer. 

 

We especially thank the Presbyterian Women and the Castaway work team for funding this program, the Church Lady for 

helping solve our challenges along the way and for the congregation and Charlie’s interest and support.  Each and every 

one of you has played a role in making this happen.  Those who were regulars hated to see it come to an end, even though 

we knew they would soon be pulled many different directions with school, band, football and all of the events of the school 

year.  We created memories and showcased talents, while enjoying being together to play games, talk and have fun.   

 

I sincerely hope this activity will continue to grow in our community. 

 

Adelaide & John Marlatt 

More ….   MINISTERING TO OTHERS, 
THROUGH THE  USE OF OUR FACILI-
TIES  … 
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The Good Samaritan Center  

By VeeAnn Wright  

 

Your First Presbyterian Church's representative (that's me) on August 15th attended the meeting of 

the governing Board of Rockport/Fulton Good Samaritans.  Acting Chair, Dennis Carnes, led the 

meeting. The following is a report of current activities of GS. 

  

Treasurer Ken McGee reported: 

1.  Thru July, 2013, assistance is running under budget. 

2. Thru July, 2013, activity in ALL categories is OVER 2012 with food being the most often 

sought assistance.  

3.  Thru July, 2013, 417 NEW households have been served - this compares to 217 in 2012. 

4.  Thru July, 2013, 694 households have used vouchers for clothing at Castaways. 

  

Dennis Carnes reported on the continuing needs in the Pantry.  As urged in last months Pres-By-

Lines and heeded to by our generous congregation, personal hygiene products are always needed by 

GS clients and donations are much appreciated.  Also, there is always need for diapers in any size. 

In both cases, smaller sized packages are most useful and easier to store in GS facilities.  These 

items are not available at a discount from the CC Food Bank. Purchase of these items and any 

other Pantry items not available in CC are purchased locally at full price.  Those GS envelopes 

provided and with money enclosed are THEN much appreciated.  

 

The Pantry leader reported problems with current freezers with likelihood of new equipment 

being required. 

  

The 2013 'Coastal Day of Giving' has been set for November 12th.  We'll have more detailed 

information next month. 

  

The 'Kid Care' leaders reported much activity in collecting school approved clothing for students 

in need. 

  

 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH reported on the 'Neet Feet' program to provide shoes for 

students in need that is used in conjunction with GS 'Kid Care'.  Funding is from Presbyterian 

Women earnings at Castaways.  In 2012, $2499 was expended for 'Neet Feet' and for 2013, 

$2,500 was budgeted.  PW 'Neet Feet' leader, Pati Vincent, reported that on August 15th 

information was distributed to ALL Rockport School campuses for use by counselors to determine 

Ministering to others ….   

in our community 
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Received August 22, 2013 

 

To My Dear Friends of the 

Presbyterian Church, 

 

Words or emotions could never 

express my gratitude with the 

beautiful, meaningful prayer 

blanket.  Each prayer has lifted 

me up in this journey that was 

so unexpected. 

 

Your contribution, love, and 

prayers are guiding me now. 

 

Thank you from the bottom of 

my soul. 

 

Sincerely, 

A. Lee Guinn, Jr.  MD 

 

Editor’s Note:  When Ingrid 

Little learned Dr. Guinn, who 

Ministering to others…  

  through Prayer and Prayer Comforters 

Received August 19, 2013 
 

Card Inscription:  “God 
often sends His blessings 
through the thoughtful 
people He brings into our 
lives.” 
 

To our Church Family, 
 

Daniel and I want to 
thank you all for your for  
concern, kindness, 
prayers and the prayer 
comforter during Daniel’s 
recent illness and 
hospitalization.  He is 
home and on the road to 
recovery… we hope to be 
back in church soon to 
thank you in person! 
 

Love, Gloria Garcia   
 
 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Speck, John  

Sent: Saturday, August 10,2013  

To: Friebele, Vanessa; McNeely, Kelly 

Subject: Possession 

 

The green prayer blanket I was given has really 

been put to good use.  It has made multiple 

trips to Houston, I've used it to insulate my 

once bald head, and I've covered my abdomen 

and prayed more times than I can count.   

 

Now, however, there is a constant territorial 

struggle going with my cat!  Every time I turn 

around (I just got up to get coffee) he parks 

himself on top of the blanket!  He weighs 15 

lbs. so I can't lift him... But if he makes a move 

- I'll make mine:) 
 

Editor’s Note:   After it was announced that 

Live Oak Elementary School assistant principal 

John Speck was diagnosed with cancer, 

teachers and FPC members Kelly McNeely and 

Vanessa Friebele added his name to our Prayer 

Concerns list 

and presented 

him with a 

Prayer 

Comforter.    

Notes
 

 

 
Received August 15, 2013, Medford, NY 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers of First Presbyterian Church, 
 
I appreciate the prayers that the congregation has been offering on my behalf.  I am also touched by your gift of the “prayer 
comforter.”  It is a beautiful reminder of God’s Love and presence in my life.   
 
I can honestly say that I have experienced that “peace that passes all understanding” throughout this process. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Peerapong (Chai) Sornchai 
 
Editor’s Note:  Pete & Linda Chamberlain requested a prayer comforter for their nephew-in-law after learning he had been 
diagnosed with advanced colon cancer just a few days before his wife delivered their first child prematurely. Mom and baby are 
doing fine, Dad is undergoing chemotherapy before surgery.  
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Editor’s Note:  A prayer comforter was sent to this 12-year old girl after her grand mother, Shirley 

Latham’s daughter, shared a paper Mackenzie had written about her struggles growing up without her 

mother, who had passed away when she  was  little.       

MORE Ministering to others…  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Roger Winter 
Date: Tue, Aug 13, 2013 at 1:35 AM 
Subject:   Today was a good day. 
 
When this cancer thing started a mere 12 days ago, I immediately received an email from Ed and Lucille Rainwater, friends 
we have traveled with before. They belong to a church in Rockport, Texas. They asked if it would be OK for their church to 
make a prayer quilt for Katherine and her family. It would have ties that could be knotted as each prayer is given.  

 
The offer was so generous, and so heartfelt that I immediately agreed it would be most 
welcome. I didn't say anything to Katherine at that point. 
 
They asked me to send pictures of Katherine and her family. They attached them to the quilt 
and looked at them while they made the quilt and prayed for her. Involved in this project was 

a person who has an email address of ChurchLady. I knew right away this was 
going to turn out well. 
 
So pictures were sent, there are a few days of silence, and Ed calls me to ask if 
they can bring it to Katherine on Monday. Which is today (as I write this.) 
 
This morning, Ed and Lucille email me that they are on the way in.  When they 
get here, I take them up to meet Katherine and Eric. Ed opens with a wonderful 
prayer. Sherrill and I leave to let them have time alone. Besides, it is a very 
small room. 
 
I don't know exactly what happened in that room, but Katherine's mood the rest 
of the day was almost magical. She worked out a lot on a yoga mat, her eyes 

were at peace and I think some prayers were answered. Some of mine were. 
 
What a simple, wonderful gift.  
 
It is a treasure for the ages. It is totally appreciated by our family, and it 
will soon be meaningful to the boys. 
 
Most of all it seemed to touch Katherine's heart in just the right place. It 
provided energy and peace. 
 
The quilt is the focus of not only the church in Rockport, but I choose 
to believe that the hundreds of prayers offered by so many of you 
showed up today along with that quilt. It was the union of a powerful 
force. 
 
One might say that one of God's plans came together. 
 
Yes, today was a good day. 
 
Amen. 

(Picture is of the quilt along with the Rainwaters. 
Katherine's energy and joy is quite apparent.” 

 
 
Editor’s Note: The above is excerpted text from an email sent to friends and family by Roger Winter, a friend of the 
Rainwater’s, after his daughter Katherine was diagnosed with Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer soon after  delivering a healthy 
baby boy.   

MORE Ministering to others…  

  through Prayer and Prayer Comforters 
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(EDITOR’S NOTE No. 1:   Following has been excerpted from an email sent by Mr. Winter to friends and family 
concerning research he conducted into the origins of the Prayer Quilt after daughter Katherine was given one - see 
previous page.) 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
DATE:  Fri, Aug 16, 2013 at 5:42 AM 
FROM:   Roger Winter  
SUBJ:   Prayer Quilt 
 

... I want to follow up on something that happened this week. 
 

One of the most touching events that happened all week was the prayer quilt from our friends in Rockport. 
Katherine now has a comforter that was hand pieced by a church group while they prayed for her health and well 
being. After it was completed, a knot was tied for each prayer said over it. There are lots of places on the quilt to tie 
more knots as well as knots already tied. 
 

There is no way to measure the effect it had on Katherine and the rest of us, but their is no doubt in anyone's mind 
that it does indeed contain a power.  
 

The prayer quilt must have a tradition that goes back to pioneering times. I am old enough to remember the term 
"quilting bee" used in regular conversation by my grandparents. So, certainly the prayer quilt has a history that runs 
that deep. 
 

Well, if it does, I can't find it. 
 

What I can find goes back to only 1992.  
 

A Methodist Church group in Ranch Bernardo, California was meeting on a regular basis and making quilts just for 
the fun of doing it.  
 

At one of the gatherings, one of the ladies informed the group that her grandson had gone into a coma after heart 
surgery. The little guy was only 2 years old and the prognosis was very poor. 
 

The group decided to make a quilt that had colors loud enough to wake him up. They did, and it did.  
 

Because they were in a hurry to do this, they actually tied the pieces together rather than taking the time to sew the 
quilt. Those knots tied that day were the basis of the knots in Katherine's quilt. Someone in the group remarked that 
there was a prayer in every knot when they finished. 
 

The little boy did recover from the surgery. He became very attached to the quilt and even the medical staff 
acknowledged the power of it... or for you purists, the power of the prayers.  
 

From there, the idea took root.  
 

A group called Square and Prayers was formed, and the idea spread nationally. If you Google them, you can read 
more of the story. 
 

To my knowledge all of this information will be a surprise to the Rockport group as I am told they have a more 
contemporary history and are unaware of Squares and Prayers. 
 

Nonetheless, what a wonderful and compelling gift.  
 

Prayer can give comfort figuratively, and now it has become literal. 
 

That's a good thing. 

MORE Ministering to others…  
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EDITORS NOTE No. 2:   When Mr. Winter asked me to query Barbara Goodlock’s knowledge of the quilt ministry, I 
received this email reply, which I believe you would find equally interesting …. 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Barb Goodlock 
To: Beverly R. Jacobson  
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2013 8:12 AM 
Subject: Re: History of the "Prayer Quilt" 

“I don't know where or when it started.  I started about 8 or 9 years ago.  We went to visit my college roommate in 
Toledo where I grew up.  She is a minister in a Methodist church there.  A couple of years before her church had 
burned on Easter and we wanted to see all the changes they had made.  As we walked into one of the new rooms, I 
saw several sewing machines and piles of fabric.  Becky told me that it started at her church with a couple of ladies 
getting together and sewing once a month.  I talked to them and found out what they were doing and decided we 
needed something like this at our church.  I refined the design and fabrics (Bruce told me I was being a 
perfectionist, but I told him, if I got one I would certainly like the fabrics to make me feel better rather than looking 
at a mixture of whatever).  Pam Roe helped me the first couple of years.  I made on the average between 80 to 120 
by myself until 2 years ago when other women at the church decided it was too much for one person.  Now we 
meet the third Tues. of the month and between 4 to 8 of us make prayer quilts, pillowcases, laundry bags and 
graduation quilts.  I think the idea started in the Methodist church but I just don't know.  Being a teacher, I just took 
an idea and ran with it.”    

Barbara Goodlock” 

Editors Note No. 3:   It was at least 10 years ago because I received one February 2004 before Todd left on his first 
deployment to Iraq. 

Editors Note No. 4:  About five years ago Charlie commented the prayer quilts brought so much “comfort” to 
recipients, they should be called “Prayer Comforters.”   I whole heartedly agreed, we began referring to them as 
such. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above is a picture of the Church’s Prayer Comforter display wall in the Vestibule.  It can hold 6 comforters - though 

more than once we have had up to 10 needing prayer knots.    When that happens  I use clear everything off the 
bulletin board by the “Mission Room” (just around the corner) and hang the extras there.    The Church Lady 

MORE … HISTORY of the Prayer Quilt 
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After you read this, you’ll understand why I asked for permission to print it.    The Church Lady 

 
From: Roger Winter  

Date: August 5, 2013, 5:51:21 AM CDT 
To: undisclosed-recipients:; 

Subject: August 5, 2013  

 
"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the 
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the 
spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all 
going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way – in short, the period was so far like the present 
period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative 
degree of comparison only." 
 
-A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens 

 
This morning I looked up "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…" just to make sure I had the quote 

perfectly correct. Google threw the entire opening paragraph back at me and I sat once again in stunned amazement 

at what genius Dickens put before us.  
 

The first time I read that in high school, I didn't get it. I didn't have enough life experience to understand that the 
best of times go along with the worst of times, that wisdom is connected to foolishness and so on. To me, there are 

lessons in that paragraph that I keep relearning. 
 

My dad and mother were children of the depression. My grandfather got a phone call one day and was told he was 

out of a job. The company he worked for closed. They hadn't paid him for weeks anyway, the phone call was just a 
formality. My grandfather locked up his office, went to the house he was renting and packed up his wife and two 

boys. They drove to Bloomington, Illinois where he moved in with his two sisters. 
 

He did that because it was the only place he had to go.  

 
My grandfather was humiliated. He could not provide for his family. It was the worst of times. 

 
My Dad said it was also some of the best times they ever had together as a family.  

 

Because they had nothing, all that was left was each other. And of course that is all any of us have anyway. We have 
each other, and that includes both family and friends.   

 
When all else was stripped away, my Dad's family could have chosen to give up. Some families did. And I am sure 

there were moments when my grandfather thought about it. But Dad said their predicament provided moments of 
great humor and togetherness, along with the moments of great sadness and feelings of loneliness. They figured out 

the humor and togetherness was a whole lot more fun than the alternatives so that is what they did. 

 
My Grandfather eventually opened a little cafe in Chenoa, Illinois and that got them through the depression. Dad said 

they prayed over every food delivery and any man with no money that came to their kitchen door wanting for a meal 
ever walked away hungry. Both of those things were products of having been humbled… having everything taken 

away.  

 
And since that time, those lessons have been lost to our family and probably to most of us.  

 
Dickens might say that those lessons are lost as we have had neither the worst of times nor the best of times. We are 

living in a fog where we have numbed ourselves from each other with objects we think we desire and the internet 
which removes us from personal contact. We have forgotten the basic lessons of thankfulness for the most 

fundamental of things like food and a place to sleep. And, most of all, a thankfulness for each other. 

 
This week my family got some news that stripped that fog away.  
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One of us is carrying a tumor rooted in the pancreas. It has been there for long enough to have spread and show up in 
other places. There is no medical cure.  

 
And the family member that has the tumor is a youthful thirty one years of age and has just blessed the family with the 

baby whose pictures you have seen the past few days.  

 
It is the worst of times. 

 
When we were told the news there were tears and a feeling of incredible powerlessness. We held each other as we had 

never held each other before.  Every thing we have no longer has meaning. All we have remaining is each other. 
 

The same bloodline that faced the depression and thrived is now facing another crisis. The choices of how we react are 

the same.  
 

It's only been a few days, but when they were checking out of the hospital yesterday, the Doctors and Nurses told our 
daughter and her husband that their behavior since receiving the news has been amazing. There has been humor and 

good cheer emanating from that hospital room. The Hospital staff also added that people who do that handle the 

medical issues with the most ease.  
 

I have since been told the same thing by a couple of friends that are involved in medicine. 
 

The feelings of despair and hopelessness are still there, but those feelings are now the enemy. We don't need to be 
thinking about why bad things happen to good people, but instead we need to concentrate on what all of this can add to 

our lives. And especially the life of our daughter and her two young sons.  

 
We see that already happening. 

 
The family is pulling together as one, and we are seeing what really is important in life. And we are beginning to 

understand how grateful we should be for the most basic of things. All we really have is each other, including our 

friends.  
 

I am not sure this will be the best of times, but we sure as hell are going to do our best to try to make that happen. For 
ourselves, our sweet daughter and her family. 

 

It has been done before.  
 

We are standing on their shoulders. 
 

By the grace of God may we walk in their shoes. 
 

Amen. 
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Odds and Ends… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

2 Robert Holland 
3 Nicole Gloor 
4 Debbie Jackson 
5 James Brown 
6 Pam Stanley 
9 Don Jackson 
10 Eileen Harrison 
11 Dayne Luce 
12 B.J. Edens 

Robin Boenig 
13 Maya Smith 
14 Elizabeth Cruzer 
15 Steve Atwood 
 Norma Giebelhaus 
17  Kay Stanley 
19 Joan Dickson 
20 Marilyn Johnson 
22 Darline Yeoman 
23 D. Taylor Jordan 
24 Bob Shellenbergar 
25 Jim Merrett 
 Faye Scott 
27 Ed Fegley 
28 Pat Smith 
29 Mimi Braniff 
30 Dr. Charles Cruser 

 

If your birthday is not listed, 
please call the church office and 
let us know.  We want our 
records to be accurate and 
include everyone. 

 

DATES OPEN FOR FLOWER SPONSORSHIP :   22 and 29 
 

 

Hello, 
My name is Debbie Kling Patterson. My parents, Reba and 
Allen Kling, were members of First Presbyterian Church for 
twenty years until their move to Roanoke, VA in late 2010. 
We will be celebrating their 60th Wedding Anniversary on 
August 25, 2013. Their children would like to "shower" 
them with cards and well wishes. I wondered if perhaps 
you could include the following information in a newsletter 
or church bulletin announcement so that their friends in 
Rockport could know about this happy event. 
 
Reba and Allen Kling (former members) 
460 Bluebell Lane, # 206 
Roanoke, VA.  24012 
540-206-2309 
Wakling@cox.net 
 
Celebrating their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary August 25, 2013 
 
Thank you so much, 
Deborah Kling Patterson 
Mdmpatterson@aol.com 

 

“F aith is not about everything turning out okay; Faith is about being 

okay no matter how things turn out.” 

 

“I  would rather live my life as if there is a God, and die to find out 

there isn’t, than to live my life as if there isn’t, and tie to find out 

there is.” 

 

Authors unknown. 

Submitted by Sandy Booth 

Vis email 07/14/13 

mailto:Wakling@cox.net
mailto:Mdmpatterson@aol.com
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More Odds 

  

Received July 31, 2013 

 

Church Family, 

 

How can I even begin to 

share my thanks with you?  

This church is my home and 

the people in it our family.     You have all watched me 

grow.  You have supported me through every part of my 

lift.  You have been a helping hand to me in times of need.  

Most importantly you have loved me unconditionally for 

the past 18 years. 

 

I owe you all so much thanks for everything you have 

done.  I have made lifelong friendships within the 

confines of this church.  I know I would not be the 

person I am today without this church  I have seen true 

love, compassion, and kindness all in this church.  We have 

witnessed  celebration, grief, and change together.  Some 

of my greatest memories come from the interactions 

with the people of this church.   

 

Each one of you bring your own special gift to the table.  

I am in constant awe of your holiness and ability to shine 

your Christ light in this world.  You are all the best 

examples of what a Christian should be.  This church 

family has been with me step for step on my faith 

journey.  I have been wonderful places, and done 

wonderful things on this journey. 

 

I can’t wait to see what 

Austin has in store for 

me.  I know that when I 

return home you will all be 

inquisitive as to my 

adventures in Austin and I 

can’t wait to fill you in.  A 

million times thanks for 

everything you have ever 

done for me and ever 

Note 
 

 

L OST AND FOUND! 
 

 

D ID YOU LOSE A GAS KEY AT 
CHURCH  AUGust 11?    

 

A RE YOU MISSING A WATCH?  
One was found after  a 

community table meal in August.    
 
Both  items  CAN BE RETRIEVED  
from  tHE CHURCH LADY during 
normal office hours. 
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Members At Home:  Gayle Garratt, Bob Hill, Nan Jackson, Norma Giebelhaus, Dwight Edens, Reba Marton, Theresa Smith, 
Barbara Goodlock, Daniel Garcia, Aggie Sikes (Poteet, TX,)  Eileen Harrison (Hondo, TX;) Barbara Eckelmann (Wisconsin.) 
Members In Nursing Centers:  Lois Harrington (Gulf Pointe Village;) LaVerne Hanszen (Oak Crest;) Win Smith (Dallas;) Pat 
Walzel (The Mirador, Corpus,) Barbara Hays (Waxahachie) 
Our armed forces serving in harm’s way:  Spc Jonathan Leal (son of Bev Jacobson’s Blue Star Mother friends;)  LT Joe 
Anthony (M/M Charlie Schuler’s nephew;) Sgt  Ryan Braxton (Kelly McNeely’s nephew.) 
Our Extended Family and Friends: Kevin Brown (M/M Jim Anderson’s son-in-law;) Henry Yeoman (Darline Yeoman’s son;) 
Barbara Purcell, (Liz Murray’s mother;) Brenda Shelly (Kathy Roberts-Douglas’s friend;) Ella Catherine Andrus (M/M Ozzie 

Williams’s grand daughter;) Dawn Dilts (Faye Scott’s niece;) The Jim Smith family (M/M Don Smith’s son;) Lowell & Betty Kepp (Kay Stanley, Nancy 
Melcher friend;) Betty Close (Sally Reynolds’ mother;) Chris Brown (Claudette McKinley’s son;) Anthony Booth (Sandy Booth’s grandson;) Penny 
Baldwin, Debra Kay Griffith (Caroline Bernardy’s friend, daughter in law;) Brooke Hester (Tom Jaggard’s co-worker’s child;) Richard McMakin Family, 
Ruby James (Berta Little’s sister/family, friend;) Strother Norman, Anita Diebel (Caro Jackson’s cousin, friend;) Bobby Flanagan, Paul Klemm, Courtney 
Klemcke (Kim Thompson’s friends;) Mary Newkirk (cousin of Lois Atwood’s friend;) Darla Zuniga (Katie Henderson’s friend;) Brittany (Rodriguez) Brown, 
Cheryl Lopez (Carolina Hernandez’s cousin, sister in law;) Marguerite Davis, Bruce Daily (M/M Ed Fegley’s sister, daughter in law’s father;) Linda 
Rubenstein, Stormy Freeman, Kathy Culberson (Penney Clarke’s friends, co-worker;) Delores & Delora Kirby, Bob Thielepape, Stephanie Reed, Ralph 
Alvarado, Sgt Brad Thomas, Ritchie Page and Storm Aguilar (Bev Jacobson’s aunt, cousins, friends, Wounded Warriors;) Evi Trubenecker, (Veronika 
Camehl’s aunt;) Tavis Salinas, Dan Buechler, Janet Adams, (M/M Bruce Goodlock’s friends;) Andrew Brice (M/M Ken Craven’s friend;) Wynell McLain, 
Bennett Trimble, Mary Lynn Hooker (Sandy Swanson’s friends;) Betty Jarvis, Guy Ludvigson (Barbara Eckelmann’s friend;) Laura Ledbetter, Candayce 
Griffin (Susan Brown’s daughter, friend;) John Speck (Live Oak Assistant Principal;) Sylvia Garza (M/M Daniel Garcia’s cousin;) Monty O’Bryant, Margie 
Dieringer, Judy Moore (Yvonne Jaggard’s father, aunt and Assistant Choir Director;) Jackie DeForest (Theresa Smith’s uncle;) Robert Gibson, Janet 
Rozell, Macenzie Simmons (Shirley Latham’s step daughter’s husband, sister, son-in-law’s grand daughter;) Maggie Nobbie (teaching colleague of Joe 
Garcia;) Adrian Nesmith (husband of Amanda Schuler’s co-worker;) Dr. Lee Gunn, Ally Babineaux, Don “Plumber” Christiansen (Ingrid Little’s friends;) 
JoAnn Shedden (Debbie Shedden’s mother in law;) Cory Cessac (infant son of M/M Jeremy Cessac;) Bryan Vincent, Bill Vincent (Pati Vincent’s son, 
brother in law;) Chai Sornchai (M/M Pete Chamberlain’s nephew-in-law;) Jennifger Love Picarazzi & her newborn baby; Christy Roe Garcia (M/M Rick 
Roe’s daughter;) Katherine Winter, David Swisher, Katherine Winters (M/M Ed Rainwater’s friends;) Cody & Rachel Revel (M/M Tim Little’s friends;)  
Sally Layscak, Al DeGayner (Winter Texans;) Conner deCordoza & his parents (M/M Charlie Schuler’s great nephew, niece & nephew in law;)  Sue 
Huffman (friend of M/M Gary Gilbert’s friend.) 
 

Prayers and sympathy of the church  were extended to the following during the month of August:  

 Family and friends of Lyla Olive who passed away August 2; 
  
 


